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INTRODUCTION TO
READING PLUS
AND LEVEL J THE
VIKING

Reading Plus is a highly
effective online literacy
p r o g r a m  u s e d  b y
schools  across  the
United  States  to  help
students improve their
r e a d i n g
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
v o c a b u l a r y ,  a n d
fluency. The program is
s t r u c t u r e d  i n t o
different  levels,  each
designed  to  match  a
student 's  current

reading  ability  while
gradually increasing in
complexity.  Level  J
represents  a  critical
s t a g e  i n  t h i s
progression,  where
readers  encounter
more  sophisticated
texts  that  require
deeper  analysis  and
critical thinking. One of
the  most  popular  and
challenging  selections
at this level is the story
titled The Viking. This
art ic le  prov ides  a
comprehensive,  in-
depth look at Reading
Plus  Answers  Level  J
The  Viking,  offering
insights into the story,
its  themes,  and  how
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s t u d e n t s  c a n
successfully  navigate
t h i s  r e a d i n g
assignment.
Whether  you  are  a
student  looking  for
guidance,  a  parent
helping  your  child,  or
an  educator  seeking
instructional  support,
understanding  the
nuances of The Viking
at Level J  is essential.
This article will explore
the  story's  content,
d i s c u s s  c o m m o n
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
questions, and provide
s t r a t e g i e s  f o r
mastering the material
without  resorting  to
s h o r t c u t s  t h a t
undermine  learning.
We will also discuss the
importance of genuine
comprehension  over
s i m p l y  s e e k i n g
answers, ensuring that
students  build  lasting
skills  that  will  serve
them well  beyond the
Reading Plus platform.

UNDERSTANDING
READING PLUS
LEVEL J

Reading Plus Level J is
typically  assigned  to
s tudents  who  a re
reading  at  an  upper
elementary  or  early
middle school level. At
t h i s  s t a g e ,  t e x t s
become  longer,  more
detailed,  and  more
nuanced  in  terms  of
c h a r a c t e r
development,  plot
structure, and thematic
depth.  The  selections
often include historical
fiction,  biographies,
scientific  passages,
and  literary  narratives
that  require  students
to  in fe r  mean ing ,
a n a l y z e  a u t h o r
purpose,  and evaluate
evidence.  Reading
Plus Answers Level J
T h e  V i k i n g  i s  a
commonly  searched
phrase  because  this
p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r y
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encapsulates  many  of
the  challenges  and
rewards  of  Level  J
reading assignments.
The  program  uses  an
adaptive algorithm that
adjusts  the  difficulty  of
texts based on student
per formance .  I f  a
student  struggles  with
T h e  V i k i n g ,  t h e
system  may  provide
additional  practice  or
scaffolding.
Conversely,  strong
performance may lead
to  more  advanced
selections.  Therefore,
understanding  the
story thoroughly is not
just  about  getting  the
correct  answers  for  a
single  assignment  but
about  demonstrating
the  reading  proficiency
needed  to  progress
successfully  through
the  program.

The
Structure
of Level J
Texts
Level  J  texts  typically
f e a t u r e  m u l t i p l e
p a r a g r a p h s  p e r
section,  with  a  clear
introduction, body, and
conclusion.  They often
inc lude  d ia logue,
descriptive  language,
and complex sentence
structures.  Vocabulary
at  this  level  includes
academic  words  and
domain-specific  terms
that students may not
encounter in everyday
conversation.  For  The
Viking ,  this  might
include  terms  related
to  Norse  cu l tu re ,
s e a f a r i n g ,  a n d
medieval  h is tory .
Students are expected
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to answer a variety of
q u e s t i o n  t y p e s ,
including  main  idea,
supporting  details,
inference,  vocabulary
in context, and author
purpose.

OVERVIEW OF THE
VIKING STORY AT
LEVEL J

T h e  V i k i n g  i s  a
narrative selection that
transports  readers  to
the  world  of  Norse
explorers  during  the
Viking  Age.  The  story
typical ly  fol lows  a
young protagonist who
must  navigate  the
challenges  of  Viking
society,  including
family  expectations,
cultural traditions, and
the  demands  o f  a
seafaring  life.  While
the  exact  details  may
vary slightly depending
on the version used in
t h e  R e a d i n g  P l u s
program,  the  central
t h e m e s  r e m a i n

consistent:  courage,
identity,  perseverance,
and the clash between
tradition  and  personal
ambition.
The story often begins
by  introducing  the
main  character  and
the i r  communi ty .
Readers  learn  about
V i k i n g  c u s t o m s ,
including  shipbuilding,
raiding,  trading,  and
the  importance  of
fami ly  honor .  The
protagonist  faces  a
pivotal  decision  or
conflict  that  tests  their
va lues  and  sk i l l s .
Through  a  series  of
even t s  i nvo l v i ng
exploration,  danger,
and self-discovery, the
character  grows  and
ultimately  makes  a
choice  that  defines
the i r  f u tu re .  The
narrative  arc  provides
ample  material  for
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
questions  that  assess
b o t h  l i t e r a l
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understanding  and
higher  order  thinking.

Key
Character
s in The
Viking
Understanding  the
characters is crucial for
answering  inference
based  questions.  The
protagonist is usually a
young  Viking,  often  a
boy or girl on the cusp
of adulthood, who must
prove  themselves  to
t h e i r  f a m i l y  o r
community. Supporting
characters may include
a  wise  elder,  a  stern
parent,  a  loyal  friend,
o r  a  r i v a l  w h o
c h a l l e n g e s  t h e
protagonist .  Each
character  serves  a
specific  role  in
advancing the plot and

highlighting the story's
t h e m e s .  W h e n
studying  Reading
Plus Answers Level J
The Viking, pay close
attention  to  character
motivations  and  how
they  change  over  the
course of the narrative.

The
Setting
and
Historical
Context
The story is set during
the Viking Age, roughly
f r om  the  l a te  8 th
century  to  the  early
11th  century.  The
setting  may include  a
V i k i n g  v i l l a g e  i n
Scandinavia,  the  open
sea during a voyage, or
a  se t t l ement  i n  a
f o r e i g n  l a n d .
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Understanding  the
historical context helps
readers appreciate the
c h a l l e n g e s  t h e
characters  face,  such
as  harsh  weather ,
limited  resources,  and
cultural  conflicts  with
other  groups.  The
author  weaves  factual
e lements  into  the
fictional  narrative,
g iv ing  s tudents  a
glimpse into Viking life
w h i l e  t e l l i n g  a n
engaging  story.

COMMON
COMPREHENSION
QUESTIONS AND
THEMES

When students  search
for  Reading  Plus
Answers Level J The
V ik ing ,  t h e y  a r e
typically  looking  for
help  with  specific
questions  about  the
story. While we do not
provide direct answers
that  would  undermine
the  learning  process,

we  can  discuss  the
types  of  questions
commonly  asked  and
how to approach them.
This knowledge equips
students  to  find  the
correct  answers  on
their own, which is far
more  valuable  than
copying  responses.

Main Idea
Questions
Main  idea  questions
ask students to identify
the  central  point  or
theme  of  the  entire
passage  or  a  specific
s e c t i o n .  F o r  The
Viking,  the main idea
often  revolves  around
personal  growth,  the
importance of courage,
or the conflict between
following tradition and
forging one's own path.
T o  a n s w e r  t h e s e
questions  correctly,
students  should  look
for  statements  that
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summarize  the  overall
message  rather  than
focusing  on  minor
details.  The  title  itself
often  provides  a  clue,
but  the  main  idea  is
usually  broader  than
just  the  subject.

Supportin
g Detail
Questions
T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s
require  students  to
recall  specific  facts,
events, or descriptions
f rom  the  text .  For
example,  a  question
might  ask  about  the
protagonist's  age,  the
name  of  the  Viking
ship,  or  a  particular
challenge faced during
the voyage. Successful
s t rategy  invo lves
scanning  the  text  for
keywords  from  the
question  and  reading

t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
sentences  carefully.
Highlighting  or  note
taking  while  reading
can be very helpful for
this type of question.

Inference
Questions
Inference questions are
o f t e n  t h e  m o s t
challenging  because
the  answer  i s  no t
directly  stated  in  the
text.  Students  must
read between the lines
and  combine  textual
evidence  with  their
own  reasoning.  For
T h e  V i k i n g ,  a n
inference  question
m i g h t  a s k  w h y  a
character  made  a
particular  decision  or
how  they  fe l t  a t  a
certain  moment.  To
answer  in ference
questions,  students
should look for clues in
the character's actions,



8

8 Reading Plus Answers Level J Know
Your Money

2023-03-27

dia logue,  and  the
narrator's descriptions.
Then,  they must draw
a  logical  conclusion
based  on  those  clues.

Vocabular
y in
Context
Questions
T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s
present  a  word  from
the  passage  and  ask
students  to  determine
its  meaning  based  on
how  it  is  used.  The
Viking  may  include
vocabulary  such  as
longship ,  f jord ,
r u n e s t o n e ,  o r
berserker.  Students
s h o u l d  r e a d  t h e
sentence  containing
the word carefully, look
for  context  clues  like
definitions,  examples,
or  contrast,  and  then

choose  the  meaning
that  best  fits.  Building
a strong vocabulary is
a  key  benefit  of
Reading  P lus,  and
t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s
reinforce that learning.

Author
Purpose
Questions
A u t h o r  p u r p o s e
questions ask why the
a u t h o r  w r o t e  t h e
passage or included a
specific  detail.
Common  purposes
include  to  inform,  to
entertain, to persuade,
or  to  describe.  For  a
narrat ive  l ike  The
Viking,  the  primary
purpose  is  usually  to
entertain  while  also
informing  readers
about Viking culture. A
specific detail might be
included  to  create
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suspense,  develop  a
character,  or  provide
historical  context.
Understanding  author
purpose helps students
think  critically  about
the  text.

STRATEGIES FOR
MASTERING
READING PLUS
LEVEL J THE
VIKING

Rather  than  simply
looking  for  Reading
Plus Answers Level J
The  Viking  online,
students  should  focus
on developing effective
reading and test taking
strategies. These skills
will  serve  them  well
not  only  in  Reading
Plus  but  in  all  their
academic  work.  Below
are  several  proven
strategies  for  success.

Preview
the Text
and
Questions
Before  diving  into  the
passage,  take  a  few
moments to preview it.
Look  a t  t he  t i t l e ,
headings,  and  any
images  or  captions.
T h e n ,  r e a d  t h e
ques t i ons  be fo re
reading  the  text.  This
technique,  known  as
p u r p o s e  d r i v e n
reading,  helps  you
f o c u s  o n  t h e
information  you  will
need  to  answer  the
questions. As you read,
you  can  mentally  flag
important  deta i l s
r e l a t e d  t o  e a c h
question.
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Active
Reading
and
Annotatio

n
Reading  Plus  allows
you  to  highlight  text
and take  notes  within
the platform. Use these
t o o l s  a c t i v e l y .
Underline  key  details,
circle unfamiliar words,
and  write  brief  notes
about  main  ideas  or
character  traits.  This
active  engagement
keeps you focused and
makes  i t  eas ier  to
locate  information
w h e n  a n s w e r i n g
questions.  For  The
Viking, you might note
deta i l s  about  the
p r o t a g o n i s t ' s
mot i va t i ons ,  key

events in the plot, and
descriptions  of  the
setting.

Eliminate
Wrong
Answers
W h e n  a n s w e r i n g
m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e
questions,  use  the
process of elimination.
Read  each  answer
option  carefully  and
cross out any that are
clearly  wrong.  This
strategy increases your
chances  of  selecting
the  correct  answer
even if you are unsure.
F o r  i n f e r e n c e
questions,  look  for
answer  choices  that
a re  suppor ted  by
evidence  in  the  text
and  eliminate  those
that  are  extreme,
i r r e l e v a n t ,  o r
contradictory.
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Monitor
Your Pace
Reading Plus measures
both  comprehension
and reading speed. It is
important  to  find  a
ba lance  be tween
reading quickly enough
to meet time goals and
read ing  care fu l ly
enough  to  understand
the content. For Level J
texts like The Viking,
aim for a steady pace
that  a l lows  you  to
absorb  details  without
rushing.  If  you  find
yourself  re  reading
frequently, try to focus
on  act ive  read ing
techniques to improve
concentration.

Review

and
Reflect
After  completing  the
questions, review your
a n s w e r s  b e f o r e
submitting.  Double
check  any  questions
you were unsure about
by  re  read ing  the
relevant  part  of  the
text.  Reflect  on  why
certain  answers  were
correct  and  others
were  not.  This  review
process  reinforces
learning and helps you
avoid  similar  mistakes
in  the  future.  Over
time, this practice will
i m p r o v e  y o u r
comprehension  and
efficiency.

WHY GENUINE
COMPREHENSION
MATTERS

There  is  a  temptation
among some students
to search for Reading
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Plus Answers Level J
The  Viking  online,
hoping  to  find  a  quick
l i s t  o f  c o r r e c t
responses.  While  this
may provide short term
relief,  it  undermines
the  entire  purpose  of
the  program.  Reading
Plus  is  designed  to
assess  and  improve
reading  skills.  When
students  bypass  the
learning  process,  they
miss the opportunity to
develop critical abilities
that  are  essential  for
academic success and
l i fe long  learn ing.
Moreover, the adaptive
nature of Reading Plus
means  that  if  you  do
n o t  d e m o n s t r a t e
g e n u i n e
understanding,  the
program  will  continue
to  assign  texts  at  a
level  that may be too
advanced,  leading  to
f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d
continued  reliance  on
shortcuts.

G e n u i n e
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
invo l ves  no t  j u s t
k n o w i n g  w h a t
happened in the story,
but understanding why
it  happened,  how  the
characters  developed,
and  what  themes  the
author  was  exploring.
It means being able to
connect  the  text  to
your  own  experiences
and to other texts you
have  read.  It  means
building  vocabulary
a n d  b a c k g r o u n d
knowledge  that  will
he lp  you  in  future
reading. These are the
real  benefits  of  the
Reading Plus program,
and they are worth the
effort required.

THE EDUCATIONAL
VALUE OF THE
VIKING AT LEVEL J

The  Viking  is  more
than just a story to be
read and tested on. It
is  a  carefully  selected
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text  that  offers  rich
oppor tun i t ies  fo r
learning.  Through  this
narrative,  students
g a i n  e x p o s u r e  t o
historical  content,
e x p a n d  t h e i r
v o c a b u l a r y ,  a n d
p r a c t i c e  c r i t i c a l
thinking  skills.  They
l e a r n  t o  a n a l y z e
character  motivations,
t r a c e  p l o t
developments,  and
evaluate  thematic
messages. These skills
a r e  d i r e c t l y
transferable  to  other
academic  subjects,
i n c l u d i n g  s o c i a l
studies,  science,  and
literature.
Furthermore, the story
of  a  young  person
facing  challenges  and
making difficult choices
resonates  with  many
s t u d e n t s  a t  t h i s
developmental  stage.
I t  p rov ides  a  sa fe
context  for  exploring
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t

identity,  courage,  and
belonging.  Teachers
can use The Viking as
a  spr ingboard  fo r
discussions  about
history,  ethics,  and
personal growth. When
s t u d e n t s  e n g a g e
deeply  with  the  text,
they  gain  not  only
reading skills  but  also
broader  perspectives
o n  t h e  h u m a n
experience.

COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID

When  wo rk i ng  on
R e a d i n g  P l u s
Answers Level J The
Viking, students often
make several common
mistakes. Being aware
of  these  pitfalls  can
help  you  avoid  them
and  improve  your
performance.

Rushing
through the
passage: Speed
is important, but
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not at the
expense of
comprehension.
Take the time to
understand each
paragraph before
moving on.
Ignoring
context clues:

When you
encounter an
unfamiliar word,
try to determine
its meaning from
the surrounding
text before
looking


