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INTRODUCTION

In the ever-evolving landscape of
Christian thought, few resources have
stood the test of time as a definitive
reference for defending the faith. The
Baker Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics, edited by the late Norman
L. Geisler, remains a cornerstone
resource for students, pastors, and

laypeople alike. Whether you are a
seminary student grappling with
complex theological arguments, a pastor
preparing to address tough questions
from your congregation, or a curious
skeptic exploring the rational
foundations of Christianity, this single
volume offers a comprehensive map of
the apologetic landscape. But what
makes this encyclopedia so enduring,
and why should it occupy a place on
your bookshelf or digital library? Let us


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

explore the depth, breadth, and lasting
significance of this monumental work.

WHAT IS THE BAKER
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CHRISTIAN
APOLOGETICS?

First published by Baker Academic, the
Baker Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics is a one-volume reference
work that systematically addresses the
major arguments, figures, and issues
within the field of Christian apologetics.
Unlike many multi-volume sets that can
be daunting and expensive, this
encyclopedia distills a wealth of
information into a single, accessible
volume. It covers everything from
classical arguments for the existence of
God to modern challenges posed by
secularism, atheism, and religious

pluralism. The encyclopedia is designed
to be both a reference for quick lookups
and a textbook for deeper study, making
it a versatile tool for anyone engaged in
defending the Christian worldview.

The Vision of
Norman L.
Geisler

Norman L. Geisler, the editor and
primary contributor, was one of the most
influential evangelical apologists of the
late twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries. A prolific author, professor,
and debater, Geisler dedicated his life to
equipping Christians with reasoned
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answers for their faith. The Baker
Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics reflects his systematic and
meticulous approach. Geisler assembled
a team of contributing scholars, each an
expert in their respective fields, to
ensure that entries were accurate, up-to-
date, and academically rigorous. His
vision was to create a resource that did
not merely catalog arguments but also
engaged with opposing viewpoints fairly
and thoroughly.

STRUCTURE AND SCOPE OF THE
ENCYCLOPEDIA

The encyclopedia is organized
alphabetically, with entries ranging from
brief definitions to extended essays of
several thousand words. This structure
allows readers to quickly locate specific

topics while also providing the depth
necessary for serious study. Key entries
include detailed treatments of the
cosmological argument, the teleological
argument, the moral argument, and the
ontological argument. The encyclopedia
also devotes significant space to
historical figures such as Augustine,
Thomas Aquinas, C.S. Lewis, and Francis
Schaeffer, tracing the development of
apologetic thought through the
centuries.

Major Topics
Covered

One of the strengths of the Baker
Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics is its comprehensive



coverage of both classical and
contemporary issues. The encyclopedia
addresses the problem of evil, one of the
most persistent objections to theism,
with a nuanced exploration of theodicies
and free will defenses. It also tackles the
historicity of the resurrection of Jesus,
offering detailed responses to skeptical
theories. Entries on world religions, cults,
and new religious movements provide
Christians with the tools to engage in
interfaith dialogue with both confidence
and charity.

Modern challenges are not neglected.
The encyclopedia includes entries on
scientific creationism, intelligent design,
the relationship between science and
religion, and the philosophical
underpinnings of naturalism. It also
addresses postmodernism, relativism,

and the challenges posed by the New
Atheism movement, offering reasoned
critiques that remain relevant in today's
cultural climate.

KEY FEATURES THAT SET IT
APART

Several distinguishing features make the
Baker Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics a standout resource. First,
its sheer breadth is remarkable. With
hundreds of entries covering everything
from abiogenesis to Zen Buddhism, the
encyclopedia provides a panoramic view
of apologetic issues. Second, the
encyclopedia is written with clarity in
mind. Geisler and his contributors avoid
unnecessary jargon, making complex
arguments accessible to readers without
advanced theological training. Third, the

q Baker Encyclopedia Of Christian Apologetics

2024-01-14



Baker Encyclopedia Of Christian Apologetics 5

encyclopedia includes extensive cross-
references and bibliographies, guiding
readers to further resources for deeper
exploration.

A Balanced and
Charitable
Approach

Another notable quality is the
encyclopedia's commitment to fairness.
While Geisler was a committed
evangelical, the Baker Encyclopedia
Of Christian Apologetics does not shy
away from presenting opposing
arguments in their strongest form. This
approach models an intellectual virtue

that is essential for effective apologetics:
the ability to understand an opponent's
position before critiquing it. Readers will
find that the encyclopedia equips them
not only with answers but also with the
intellectual humility needed to engage in
genuine dialogue.

HOW THE ENCYCLOPEDIA HELPS
DIFFERENT AUDIENCES

The Baker Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics serves multiple audiences,
each with distinct needs. For seminary
students and academics, it provides a
reliable starting point for research, with
entries that summarize the scholarly
consensus on key issues and point to
primary sources. For pastors, it offers
ready-made material for sermons, Bible
studies, and counseling sessions. For



laypeople, it demystifies complex
arguments and empowers them to share
their faith with confidence.

For Students and
Scholars

Students will appreciate the
encyclopedia's thorough documentation.
Each entry includes footnotes and a
bibliography, making it easy to trace
arguments back to their original sources.
The encyclopedia also includes an
extensive index, allowing users to
quickly locate topics across multiple
entries. This makes it an invaluable tool
for writing papers, preparing for debates,
or simply satisfying intellectual curiosity.

For Pastors and
Ministry Leaders

Pastors face a unique challenge: they
must address the doubts and questions
of their congregants while also modeling
a thoughtful faith. The Baker
Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics provides pastors with the
resources they need to do both. Whether
preparing a sermon series on the
historicity of the Gospels or counseling a
church member struggling with doubt,
pastors will find concise, accurate, and
pastorally sensitive guidance within
these pages.
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For Laypeople
and Small
Groups

For the average Christian who wants to
understand and articulate their faith
more effectively, the encyclopedia is a
treasure trove of accessible information.
Entries are written in plain language,
and complex ideas are broken down into
digestible sections. Small group leaders
can use the encyclopedia as a reference
when tough questions arise during
discussions, and individual believers can
work through entries at their own pace,
building a solid foundation in
apologetics.

COMPARING THE ENCYCLOPEDIA
TO OTHER RESOURCES

While there are many excellent
resources in the field of Christian
apologetics, the Baker Encyclopedia
Of Christian Apologetics occupies a
unique niche. Unlike multi-volume sets
such as the Encyclopedia of Christian
Apologetics or the Dictionary of Christian
Apologetics, this volume is designed to
be both comprehensive and portable. It
strikes a balance between depth and
accessibility that few other resources
achieve. For readers who appreciate the
systematic approach of Geisler, this
encyclopedia is the natural companion to
his other works, such as Christian
Apologetics and | Don't Have Enough
Faith to Be an Atheist.



Strengths and
Limitations

No resource is perfect, and it is
important to be aware of the limitations
of the Baker Encyclopedia Of
Christian Apologetics. Some readers
may find that the encyclopedia reflects
Geisler's particular theological
commitments, which include a strong
emphasis on evidentialist apologetics
and a commitment to classical theism.
Those who approach apologetics from a
presuppositionalist or Reformed
perspective may find certain entries less
aligned with their framework.
Additionally, because the encyclopedia
was originally published in 1999, some

entries may not reflect the very latest
developments in fields such as biblical
archaeology or cognitive science of
religion. Nevertheless, the core
arguments and historical material
remain as relevant as ever.

THE ENDURING RELEVANCE OF
THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

In an age of information overload, the
Baker Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics provides something that a
simple internet search cannot: curated,
reliable, and thoughtfully organized
content. While new challenges to the
Christian faith continue to emerge, the
foundational questions remain the same.
Does God exist? Did Jesus rise from the
dead? Can we trust the Bible? The
encyclopedia addresses these perennial
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questions with depth and clarity, making
it a resource that will not quickly become
outdated.

Why It Belongs in
Every Christian
Library

For anyone serious about understanding
and defending the Christian faith, the
Baker Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics is an essential investment.
It functions as a reference work, a
textbook, and a devotional resource all
in one. Whether you are a seasoned
apologist or a beginner taking your first
steps in apologetics, you will find

something of value in this
comprehensive volume. It equips
believers to follow the biblical injunction
to "always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you
have" (1 Peter 3:15).

CONCLUSION

The Baker Encyclopedia Of Christian
Apologetics stands as a monumental
achievement in Christian scholarship.
Edited by Norman L. Geisler and
enriched by contributions from a host of
respected scholars, it offers a
comprehensive, accessible, and
balanced treatment of the major issues
in Christian apologetics. Its breadth of
coverage, clarity of presentation, and
commitment to truth make it an



indispensable resource for students,
pastors, and laypeople alike. In a world
that increasingly challenges the
intellectual credibility of the Christian
faith, this encyclopedia provides the
tools needed to engage skeptics,
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strengthen believers, and glorify God
with both heart and mind. Whether you
are just beginning your apologetics
journey or are a seasoned veteran, this
volume deserves a central place in your
library.
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