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INTRODUCTION: THE UNLIKELY REVOLUTIONARIES OF
THE BARNYARD

In the world of children’s literature, few books have captured the
imagination of young readers and the admiration of parents quite
like Clickety Clack Moo Cows That Type. Written by Doreen
Cronin  and  illustrated  by  Betsy  Lewin,  this  Caldecott  Honor-
winning picture  book has  become a  beloved classic  since  its
publication  in  2000.  At  first  glance,  it  appears  to  be  a  simple,
humorous tale about farm animals who discover a typewriter and
use it to make demands of the farmer. But beneath its charming
surface  l ies  a  surprisingly  sophisticated  story  about
communication, negotiation, labor rights, and the power of the
written word. This article explores the many layers of Clickety
Clack Moo Cows That Type, from its plot and characters to its
enduring educational  and social  value,  and why it  remains  a
must-read for children and adults alike.

THE STORY BEHIND THE BOOK: HOW A SIMPLE IDEA
BECAME A CLASSIC

Before  Clickety  Clack  Moo  Cows  That  Type  became  a

household name, Doreen Cronin was a practicing attorney in New
York City. She wrote the story as a fun side project, drawing on
her own love of witty, offbeat humor. Little did she know that her
manuscript would catch the eye of an editor and eventually win
the prestigious Caldecott Honor for its illustrations. The book’s
success  was  immediate,  and  it  quickly  became  a  staple  in
preschools, libraries, and bedtime routines. The combination of
Cronin’s clever, understated text and Betsy Lewin’s expressive,
watercolor  illustrations  created a  perfect  storm of  storytelling
magic. The book’s title alone—Clickety Clack Moo Cows That
Type—is irresistibly rhythmic and evocative, inviting readers into
a world where cows can type and negotiate.

A DETAILED SUMMARY OF CLICKETY CLACK MOO
COWS THAT TYPE

The Setup: A Farmer and
His Animals
The story  begins  on a  farm owned by Farmer  Brown.  Life  is
simple and predictable until  one day, Farmer Brown discovers
that his cows have found an old typewriter in the barn. The cows,
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who are clever and determined, begin typing notes to the farmer.
The sound of the typewriter—clickety clack moo cows that
type—becomes a recurring motif throughout the book, signaling
each new development in the unfolding drama. The first note the
cows  type  is  a  simple  demand:  they  want  electric  blankets
because  the  barn  is  too  cold  at  night.  Farmer  Brown  is
incredulous and refuses. But the cows do not back down. They go
on strike, refusing to provide milk until their demands are met.

The Conflict and
Negotiation
As the strike continues, the hens join the cause, also demanding
electric blankets. Farmer Brown tries to maintain order, but the
animals are organized and determined. The typewriter becomes a
powerful  tool  for communication and solidarity.  The cows and
hens type a series of notes, each one more assertive than the
last. The tension escalates until a compromise is reached: the
animals will  exchange the typewriter for the electric blankets.
However,  in  a  clever  twist,  the  ducks—who have  been  quiet
observers  throughout  the  story—take  the  typewriter  for
themselves. The story ends with the ducks typing a new demand
for a diving board for the pond, suggesting that the cycle of
negotiation and empowerment is far from over.

THEMES AND LITERARY ANALYSIS OF CLICKETY

CLACK MOO COWS THAT TYPE

Communication and the
Written Word
One of the central themes of Clickety Clack Moo Cows That
Type is the power of written communication. The cows use the
typewriter to express their needs and organize their demands. In
doing so, they transform from passive animals into active agents
of  change.  For  young  readers,  this  theme  underscores  the
importance of learning to read and write. The typewriter serves
as a metaphor for literacy itself—it is a tool that can be used to
advocate for  oneself,  to build community,  and to negotiate a
better life. The repeated phrase clickety clack moo cows that
type reinforces the idea that words have power and that even
the most unlikely voices can be heard.

Negotiation, Compromise,
and Fairness
The  book  also  offers  a  gentle  introduction  to  the  concepts  of
negotiation and compromise. Farmer Brown initially rejects the
cows’  demands,  but  the  cows  do  not  simply  give  up.  They
organize  a  strike  and  present  a  unified  front.  When  the  farmer
eventually  agrees  to  provide  the  electric  blankets,  it  is  not
because he has been bullied, but because a fair exchange has
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been made. The animals get what they need, and the farmer gets
his  milk  and  eggs  back.  This  teaches  children  that  conflict
resolution does not have to be about winning or losing; it can be
about finding solutions that respect the needs of all  parties. The
ducks’ final move adds another layer, showing that negotiation is
an ongoing process and that new voices will always emerge.

Community and Solidarity
Another important theme is the power of collective action. The
cows do not act alone; they bring the hens into their struggle,
and together they present a stronger front to Farmer Brown. This
demonstrates to children that working together can achieve more
than acting alone. The typewriter, which might have been used
for individual demands, becomes a tool for building community
and solidarity. The phrase clickety clack moo cows that type
becomes  a  kind  of  rallying  cry,  symbolizing  the  unity  of  the
barnyard animals in their quest for fairness.

EDUCATIONAL VALUE FOR CHILDREN

Literacy and Language
Development
Clickety Clack Moo Cows

That Type is an excellent
resource  for  developing
early  literacy  skills.  The
text is simple but engaging,
with repetitive phrases that
invite  children  to  join  in.
The onomatopoeic title and
the  sounds  of  the
typewriter  encourage
phonological  awareness.
Teachers  and parents  can
use the book to discuss the
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alphabet,  letter  sounds,
and the concept of writing.
The  notes  the  cows  type
are easy to read and can
serve  as  models  for
children to write their own
simple messages. The book
naturally  incorporates  the
keyword  Clickety  Clack
Moo Cows That Type  in
ways that feel organic and
fun, making it a great tool

for vocabulary building.
Social and Emotional
Learning
Beyond literacy, the book is
rich in social and emotional
learning  opportunities.
Children  can  explore
feelings  of  frustration,
fairness,  and  cooperation.
The cows are unhappy with
their  situation,  and  they
express their feelings in a
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constructive  way—by
writing a note. This models
healthy communication for
children  who  are  still
learning  how  to  express
their  own  needs  and
emotions.  The  story  also
encourages  empathy,  as
readers are invited to see
both the animals’  and the
farmer’s  perspectives.
Ultimately,  the  resolution

shows  that  listening  to
others  and  working
together  leads  to  better
outcomes for  everyone.
Critical Thinking and
Problem-Solving
The plot of Clickety Clack
Moo Cows That Type  is
essentially  a  problem-
solving narrative. The cows
identify  a  problem  (being
cold),  propose  a  solution
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(electric  blankets),  and
navigate the obstacles that
arise  when  the  farmer
refuses.  Children  can  be
encouraged to think about
what they would do in the
same situation. Would they
have gone on strike? What
other solutions might have
worked?  The  story  opens
up  rich  discussions  about
cause  and  effect,  strategy,

and  the  consequences  of
different  actions.  The
ducks’ final demand adds a
humorous  twist  but  also
invites thinking about what
comes next.
THE ART OF BETSY LEWIN: HOW ILLUSTRATIONS
BRING THE STORY TO LIFE

No discussion  of  Clickety
Clack  Moo  Cows  That
Type  would  be  complete
without acknowledging the
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extraordinary  contribution
of  illustrator  Betsy  Lewin.
Her watercolor illustrations
are loose,  expressive,  and
full  of  personality.  The
cows, with their determined
expressions  and  oversized
typewriter,  are  instantly
lovable.  Farmer  Brown’s
exasperated  face  as  he
reads  their  notes  adds  a
layer  of  humor  that

complements  Cronin’s
deadpan text perfectly. The
visual contrast between the
cozy  barn,  the  chaotic
strike,  and  the  final
triumphant  image  of  the
ducks  claiming  the
typewriter  creates  a
dynamic  reading
experience.  The
illustrations  also  carry  the
subtext  of  the  story,
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showing  details  that  the
text leaves unsaid, such as
the  growing  pile  of  notes
and  the  animals’  shifting
alliances.  The  visual
storytelling  reinforces  the
message  that
communication  is  not  just
about  words—it  is  also
about  expression,  gesture,
and community.
THE LEGACY AND CULTURAL IMPACT OF CLICKETY

CLACK MOO COWS THAT TYPE

Since  its  publication,
Clickety Clack Moo Cows
That  Type  has  become
more  than  just  a  popular
children’s  book.  It  has
spawned  a  series  of
sequels,  including  Giggle,
Giggle, Quack and Duck for
President,  which  continue
the  adventures  of  Farmer
Brown’s  clever  animals.
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The book has been adapted
into a musical,  read aloud
by celebrities, and used in
classrooms  around  the
world  to  teach  everything
from persuasive writing to
social  studies.  Its  cultural
resonance can be seen in
the  way  the  phrase
clickety clack moo cows
that  type  has  entered
popular  language  as  a

shorthand  for  unexpected
activism  or  grassroots
organizing.  The  book’s
enduring popularity speaks
to  its  ability  to  entertain
and  educate  across
generations.  It  has  won
numerous  awards  and
remains  a  fixture  on
recommended reading lists
for  children ages three to
seven.
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WHY THIS BOOK ENDURES: TIMELESSNESS AND
RELEVANCE

What  makes  Clickety
Clack  Moo  Cows  That
Type so enduring? Part of
the answer lies in its ability
to  speak  to  universal
human  experiences—the
desire  to  be  heard,  the
struggle for fair treatment,
and  the  joy  of  clever
problem-solving.  The  book
also  appeals  to  a  child’s

sense  of  humor  and
imagination.  The  idea  of
cows  typing  demands  is
inherently  funny,  but  the
humor never comes at the
expense  of  the  story’s
emotional  depth.
Additionally,  the  book’s
pacing  is  perfect  for
reading aloud: the repeated
refrain  allows  children  to
anticipate  and  participate,
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while the escalating conflict
builds suspense and leads
to  a  satisfying,  if  open-
ended,  resolution.  In  a
world  where  literacy  and
effective  communication
are  more  important  than
ever,  the  message  of
Clickety Clack Moo Cows
That  Type  remains  as
relevant as it was when it
was first published.

CONCLUSION: A STORY THAT KEEPS TYPING ITS WAY
INTO OUR HEARTS

In the end, Clickety Clack
Moo Cows That Type  is
far more than a whimsical
story about farm animals. It
is  a  celebration  of  the
written  word,  a  lesson  in
negotiation  and
community,  and  a
testament to the power of
determined voices. Doreen
Cronin  and  Betsy  Lewin
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created  a  book  that
entertains,  educates,  and
inspires—all  while  making
readers  laugh  out  loud.
Whether you are reading it
for  the  first  time  or  the
hundredth,  the  sound  of
that  typewriter—clickety
clack  moo  cows  that
type—is  a  reminder  that
even  the  smallest  voices
can  make  a  big  impact

when  they  find  the  right
words.  For  parents,
teachers,  and  children
everywhere,  this  book
remains  a  treasured
gateway  to  the  joys  of
reading  and the  power  of
speaking  up.  So  the  next
time you settle in for story
time,  grab  a  copy  of  this
classic,  and  let  the  cows
show  you  what  a  little
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determination and a lot of typing can accomplish.


