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LEARNING A BELOVED CLASSIC: YOUR GUIDE TO PLAYING OLD MACDONALD HAD A
FARM

For countless children and adults alike, the recorder is the first real instrument they learn to play. Its
simple design and relatively forgiving nature make it the perfect gateway into the world of music.
Among the first songs many recorder players tackle is the timeless nursery rhyme, "Old MacDonald
Had a Farm." This article provides a comprehensive guide on the notes for Old MacDonald Had a
Farm on recorder, offering clear instructions, fingering charts, and practice tips to help you master
this classic tune with confidence and joy.
Whether you are a complete beginner, a parent helping a child with their homework, or a teacher
looking for a reliable reference, you will find everything you need right here. We will break down the
melody  note  by  note,  explain  the  correct  fingerings,  and  provide  strategies  to  make  your  playing
sound bright,  clear,  and  musical.  Learning  the  notes for  Old MacDonald Had a Farm on
recorder is not just about memorizing a sequence; it is about understanding rhythm, breath control,
and the pure fun of making music.

WHY "OLD MACDONALD HAD A FARM" IS AN IDEAL BEGINNER SONG

This song is a staple in music education for several excellent reasons. First, the melody is incredibly
familiar. Most people know the tune by heart, which means you already have a strong internal sense
of how the song should sound. This makes it much easier to identify if you have played a wrong note
or  if  your  rhythm is  off.  When  you  are  learning  the  notes  for  Old  MacDonald  Had a  Farm on
recorder, this familiarity acts as a built-in error checker.
Second, the melody uses a very limited and manageable set of notes. For the standard version, you
only need to know five notes:  G,  A,  B,  C,  and D.  These notes are all  in  the lower register  and are
among the easiest to produce on a soprano recorder. This allows the beginner to focus on basic
breath  support,  tonguing,  and  finger  coordination  without  being  overwhelmed  by  complex  note
patterns. The simple, repetitive structure of the song also reinforces muscle memory, helping you to
internalize the notes for Old MacDonald Had a Farm on recorder quickly and effectively.

The Rhythmic Simplicity
The rhythm of "Old MacDonald" is primarily composed of quarter notes and eighth notes. This
straightforward pattern is perfect for beginners learning to count and maintain a steady beat. The
famous  "E-I-E-I-O"  section  provides  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  practice  a  dotted  quarter  note
followed by an eighth note rhythm, which is a gentle introduction to more syncopated or varied
rhythmic values. Mastering this rhythm while learning the notes for Old MacDonald Had a Farm
on recorder builds a solid foundation for more complex pieces in the future.

THE COMPLETE NOTES FOR OLD MACDONALD HAD A FARM ON RECORDER

Let us get to the heart of the article: the actual note sequence. The version presented here is a
standard arrangement for a soprano recorder. We will use letter names, which is a common way to
teach beginners before they become fluent with standard sheet music. Each letter corresponds to a
specific fingering on the recorder.

Note Sequence and Fingering Guide
Here is the melody broken down phrase by phrase. The notes for the right hand are shown, and we
will specify the left-hand thumb and finger positions.
Phrase 1: "Old MacDonald had a farm"

Old: G (Left hand thumb and fingers 1, 2, and 3 covering the top three holes)
Mac: G
Don: G
ald: D (Left hand thumb and fingers 1, 2, and 3 covering the top three holes. Right hand
fingers 1, 2, and 3 covering the next three holes. This is an important note that uses both
hands.)
had: D
a: D
farm: G

Phrase 2: "E-I-E-I-O"

E: G
I: G
E: G
I: D
O: G

Phrase 3: "And on his farm he had a cow"

And: B (Left hand thumb and fingers 1 and 2 covering the top two holes. The thumb hole is
open, or partially open, depending on your recorder. For beginners, cover the thumb hole fully
for this low B.)
on: A (Left hand thumb and fingers 1 covering the top hole)
his: G
farm: G
he: A
had: B
a: B
cow: B

Phrase 4: "E-I-E-I-O"

E: G
I: G
E: G

I: D
O: G

Phrase 5: "With a moo-moo here, and a moo-moo there"

With: B
a: A
moo: G
moo: G
here: D
and: B
a: A
moo: G
moo: G
there: D

Phrase 6: "Here a moo, there a moo, everywhere a moo-moo"

Here: B
a: A
moo: G
there: B
a: A
moo: G
ev: G
ery: G
where: D
a: B
moo: A
moo: G (Then repeat the "E-I-E-I-O" phrase to finish the verse)

Final Phrase 7: "E-I-E-I-O"

E: G
I: G
E: G
I: D
O: G

This sequence of notes for Old MacDonald Had a Farm on recorder repeats for each verse,
with different animal sounds substituted. The melody remains the same regardless of whether the
animal is a cow, pig, duck, or horse. This repetition is excellent for building fluency and confidence.

Detailed Fingering Chart for the Notes
Used
To play the notes for Old MacDonald Had a Farm on recorder correctly, you must know the
precise finger placement. Here is a breakdown for each note in the song.

NOTE: G (LOW G)

Left Hand: Thumb covers the thumb hole on the back. First finger covers the first hole (top
front). Second finger covers the second hole. Third finger covers the third hole.
Right Hand: No fingers are placed on the instrument. Your right hand should rest below the
instrument to support it.

NOTE: A

Left Hand: Thumb covers the thumb hole. First finger covers the first hole. Second finger
covers the second hole.
Right Hand: No fingers are placed.

NOTE: B

Left Hand: Thumb covers the thumb hole. First finger covers the first hole.
Right Hand: No fingers are placed.

NOTE: D (MIDDLE D)

Left Hand: Thumb covers the thumb hole. First finger covers the first hole. Second finger
covers the second hole. Third finger covers the third hole.
Right Hand: First finger covers the fourth hole. Second finger covers the fifth hole. Third
finger covers the sixth hole.

STEP-BY-STEP PRACTICE GUIDE

Knowing the notes for Old MacDonald Had a Farm on recorder on paper is only the beginning.
The real magic happens when you translate that knowledge into sound. Here is a structured practice
routine to help you succeed.

Step 1: Master the Individual Notes
Before attempting the melody,  spend five minutes simply producing a clean,  clear  sound for  each
note: G, A, B, and D. Practice blowing softly and evenly. The recorder is a sensitive instrument; too
much air will cause it to squeak, while too little air will produce a weak, airy tone. Focus on a steady
stream of air from your diaphragm. Say "too" or "du" with your tongue to start each note clearly.
This technique is called articulation or tonguing.
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Step 2: Practice the "E-I-E-I-O" Section
First
This is the most iconic part of the song and also the most repetitive. Play the sequence G-G-G-D-G
repeatedly. Focus on the transition from the low G to the higher D and back down. For the D note,
ensure your right-hand fingers are sealing the holes completely. A common mistake is not covering
the  right-hand  holes  fully,  which  results  in  a  squeaky  or  muffled  sound.  Once  this  pattern  feels
smooth,  you  have  mastered  the  core  rhythmic  motif  of  the  song.

Step 3: Small Phrases, Not the Whole
Song
Do not try to play the entire song from start to finish immediately. Break it down into the phrases we
outlined earlier. Practice "Old MacDonald had a farm" (G-G-G-D-D-D-G) until you can play it without
hesitation. Then practice "E-I-E-I-O" separately. Then combine them. This incremental approach is
far more effective than trying to learn the


