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INTRODUCTION: SIMPLIFYING
YOUR ENTERTAINMENT
EXPERIENCE WITH AN RCA
UNIVERSAL REMOTE

Modern  home  entertainment  systems
often  feature  a  growing  collection  of
devices: a television, a streaming box, a
soundbar, a DVD or Blu-ray player, and
perhaps a gaming console. Each remote

control clutters your coffee table and can
lead to confusion. The ideal solution is to
consolidate control into a single device.
One  of  the  most  reliable  and  widely
available options on the market is  the
RCA universal remote. Learning how to
program a RCA universal remote can
transform  your  viewing  experience,
allowing you to switch between devices
with a single click. This comprehensive
guide  will  walk  you  through  every
necessary  method—from  direct  code
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e n t r y  t o  a u t o m a t i c  c o d e
search—ensuring  you  can  set  up  your
remote quickly and easily, regardless of
your technical comfort level.
An RCA universal remote is designed to
work  with  thousands  of  brands  and
hundreds of models. Whether you own a
recent  RCA remote model  or  an  older
one, the programming principles remain
largely consistent. By following the steps
outlined in this article, you will not only
save time and frustration but also unlock
the full potential of your remote control.
Let’s dive into the process, starting with
understanding  your  remote  model  and
the available programming techniques.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR RCA
UNIVERSAL REMOTE

Before you begin programming, take a

moment to familiarize yourself with the
remote  itself.  Most  RCA  universal
remotes share a similar layout, featuring
a device key  (often labeled TV, DVD,
AUX ,  o r  STB) ,  a  SETUP  bu t ton
(sometimes called Code Search or SET),
number  keys,  and  volume/channel
controls. Knowing the name and model
number of your specific RCA remote will
help you locate the correct code list. You
can  usually  find  the  model  number
inside  the  battery  compartment  or  on
the back of the remote.
There  are  three  primary  methods  to
program  an  RCA  universal  remote:
direct code entry, auto code search,
and  the  brand  code  search.  Each
method has  its  strengths,  and we will
cover all  three so you can choose the
approach  that  works  best  for  your
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devices.

METHOD 1: DIRECT CODE ENTRY
(RECOMMENDED FOR ACCURACY)

Direct code entry is the fastest and most
reliable method if you have the correct
code for your device brand. This method
requires  you to  look  up  the  code list,
which is often included in the remote’s
manual or available on the RCA support
website. Here is a step-by-step guide on
how  to  program  a  RCA  universal
remote using direct code entry:

Turn on the device you want to1.
control (e.g., your TV) manually.
Locate the correct code for your2.
brand. For instance, common
codes for Samsung TVs are 10812,
10560, or 11060. Codes vary by

remote model, so consult your
specific list.
Press and hold the SETUP button3.
on the remote until the red
indicator light turns on, then
release the button.
Press the device key (e.g., TV,4.
DVD, AUX) that corresponds to the
device you wish to program. The
red light will blink once and then
stay on.
Using the number keys, enter the5.
4- or 5-digit code from step 2.
After entering the last digit, the
red indicator light will turn off if
the code was accepted.
Test the remote by pointing it at6.
your device and pressing the
POWER button. If the device turns
off, your programming was
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successful.

If  the device does not respond, repeat
the process with the next code from your
list. Many RCA remotes have a library of
codes for each brand, so you may need
to  try  several  until  you  find  one  that
works.

Tips for Direct
Code Entry

Make sure batteries are fresh and
correctly inserted.
Keep the remote within a few feet
of the device during programming.
Write down the successful code for
future reference.
If the red light does not turn off

after entering the code, the code
may be invalid or the remote may
require a longer press. Try a
different code.

METHOD 2: AUTO CODE SEARCH
(FOR WHEN YOU DON’T HAVE
THE CODE)

If  you  cannot  find  the  correct  code  for
your device, or if  your device brand is
not listed, the auto code search method
is a powerful alternative. The remote will
cycle  through  its  entire  built-in  code
library  automatically.  This  process  can
take  several  minutes,  but  it  is  highly
effective.  Here  is  the  complete
procedure for how to program a RCA
universal  remote  using  auto  code
search:
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Turn on the device you want to1.
control manually.
Press and hold the SETUP button2.
until the red indicator light turns
on, then release.
Press the device key (e.g., TV)3.
once. The red light will blink and
then stay on.
Press and release the POWER4.
button. The red light will blink once
and remain on.
Now, press and release the PLAY5.
button (or the ENTER button on
some models) repeatedly. The
remote will begin transmitting
codes one by one. After each
press, the remote sends a power-
off signal to the device. When your
device turns off, your remote has
found the correct code.

Once the device turns off,6.
immediately press the ENTER or
STOP button to save the code.
The red light will turn off.
Test the remote. If it controls7.
volume, channels, and input,
you’re done.

If  you  accidentally  skip  past  the  code
that worked, you can reverse the search
by  pressing  the  REW  (rewind)  button
instead  of  PLAY.  Some  newer  RCA
remotes allow you to use the CH+ and
CH- buttons to navigate the code library
forward  and  backward.  Consult  your
remote’s  manual  for  specific  key
assignments.
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Important Notes
for Auto Code

Search
The auto search method works
best when the device is already
on, because it relies on the power-
off response.
Be patient: the process can take
several minutes if you start from
the beginning of the library.
If the device never turns off, you
may have pressed the wrong
device key. Start over and double-
check.

METHOD 3: BRAND CODE SEARCH

Some  RCA  remotes  offer  a  hybrid
approach known as brand code search.
Unlike the full auto search, this method
limits the search to only the codes for a
specific brand, which saves time. To use
this method, you will need to know the
brand  of  your  device.  Here’s  how  it
works:

Turn on the device manually.1.
Press and hold SETUP until the2.
red light turns on, then release.
Press the device key (e.g., TV).3.
The red light blinks and stays on.
Press and release the POWER4.
button. The red light blinks once
and remains on.
Now press and release the number5.
key that corresponds to the first
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letter of your brand (for example,
press “2” for Samsung, “4” for LG,
“8” for Sony). This is often called
the brand code prefix. Refer to
the brand-code mapping table in
your remote manual.
The remote will start transmitting6.
codes specific to that brand. When
the device turns off, press ENTER
to lock the code.

This method bridges the speed of direct
entry and the simplicity of auto search. It
is  particularly  useful  if  you  have  a
common  brand  like  Samsung,  LG,  or
Sony.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
PROGRAMMING ISSUES

Even  with  clear  instructions,  you  may

encounter issues when learning how to
program  a  RCA  universal  remote.
Here  are  the  most  common  problems
and their fixes:

Remote Not
Responding at All

Check batteries. Replace if
necessary.
Ensure there are no obstructions
between the remote and the
device.
Test the remote by pointing it at a
digital camera or smartphone
camera. If you see a blinking light
through the camera lens, the
remote is transmitting.
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Device Turns Off
During Auto
Search but Won’t
Respond Later

You may have saved the wrong
code. Press SETUP, then ENTER
after the device turns off to ensure
you lock the correct code.
Try reversing the code search by
using the rewind button to go back
one step.

Red Light Stays
On or Blinks
Erratically

This often indicates that you are
holding a button too long or
pressing an invalid key. Release all
buttons and start the process from
scratch.
Some remotes require you to press
the device key twice during setup.
Try pressing the device key, then
the POWER button.
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Some Functions
Work but Others

Don’t
Not all codes support every
feature. You may need to try a
different code for your brand that
includes more functionality (e.g.,
volume, input selection).
Some devices (like certain
streaming sticks) may require a
different device type setting. For
example, program an Amazon Fire
Stick under the DVD or AUX key.

PROGRAMMING ADDITIONAL
DEVICES

Once you have successfully programmed
one device, you can repeat the process
for others using the same remote. RCA
universal remotes typically support up to
four  devices.  For  instance,  you  can
control your TV, cable box, DVD player,
and  soundbar  all  from  one  remote.
Simply  press  the corresponding device
key (e.g., TV, STB, DVD, AUX) before the
device you want to control. The remote
will automatically switch modes.
To program a second device, follow the
same  method  (direct  code  or  code
search) but press the correct device key
at  the  start.  For  example,  to  program
your cable box, press the STB or CABLE
key  (if  available)  after  entering  setup
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mode.

ADVANCED FEATURES AND
VOLUME CONTROL

Many  RCA  remotes  allow  you  to  set
volume  and  mute  to  control  a  specific
device regardless of which device mode
you are in. This is called volume punch-
through. To enable it:

Press and hold SETUP for 31.
seconds until the red light stays
on.
Press the VOL+ button once.2.
Press the device key you want the3.
volume to control (e.g., TV).
The red light will blink and then4.
turn off.

Now whenever you adjust volume, it will
affect the designated device even if you

are in DVD or STB mode. This feature is
extremely  convenient  for  simplifying
your  viewing  experience.

WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS:
RESETTING YOUR RCA REMOTE

If  your  remote  is  still  not  functioning
correctly,  you  can  perform  a  factory
reset. This clears all programmed codes
and restores default settings. The reset
method varies by model, but a common
procedure is:

Remove the batteries from the1.
remote.
Press and hold the SETUP button2.
for 5 seconds (while batteries are
out).
Reinsert the batteries while still3.
holding the SETUP button.
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Release the SETUP button. The red4.
light will blink, indicating the
remote has reset.

After  resett ing,  you  wil l  need  to
reprogram  your  devices  from  scratch.
This  can  solve  persistent  issues  like
unresponsive keys or incorrect mapping.

CONCLUSION

Mastering  how  to  program  a  RCA
universal remote  is a straightforward
sk i l l  that  enhances  your  home

entertainment experience. Whether you
use  direct  code  entry  for  speed,  auto
code search for convenience,  or brand
code  search  for  a  middle  ground,  the
process is designed to be user-friendly.
Keep  in  mind  that  patience  is  key,
espec ia l ly  dur ing  auto  search.
Remember to  always test  each device
thoroughly after programming. With the
ability  to  consolidate  multiple  remotes
into one, you’ll  reduce clutter,  simplify
control,


