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INTRODUCTION TO CRUNCHTIME
TORTS: YOUR LAW SCHOOL EXAM
PREP COMPANION

For law students, the final stretch of the
semester can feel like a race against the
clock.  With  dense  casebooks,  lengthy
outlines,  and  the  pressure  of  the
dreaded  "final  exam,"  finding  an
efficient,  high-yield  study  resource  is
essential. Enter Crunchtime Torts – a
streamlined  study  aid  designed

specifically  to  help  law  students  master
tort law in the days and weeks leading
up to the exam. Published as part of the
renowned Emanuel Law Outlines series,
Crunchtime  Torts  distills  complex
doctrines, rules, and case holdings into a
compact, accessible format. This article
will  explore  what  makes  Crunchtime
Torts  a  valuable  tool,  how  to  use  it
effectively, and the core tort concepts it
covers. Whether you are a 1L struggling
through  negligence  or  a  seasoned
student  rev iewing  fo r  the  bar ,
understanding  how  to  leverage  this
resource  can  make  a  significant
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difference  in  your  test  performance.

WHAT IS CRUNCHTIME TORTS?

Crunchtime Torts  is  a study aid that
condenses  the  typical  semester-long
torts curriculum into a digestible, exam-
focused  format.  Unlike  traditional
ho rnbooks  o r  t h i ck  t r ea t i ses ,
Crunchtime Torts  is  built  around the
concept of "capsule summaries" – short,
tightly written paragraphs that capture
the  black-letter  law,  key  rules,  and
essential case examples. The book also
includes  exam  tips,  multiple-choice
questions,  flowcharts,  and  practice
essays with model answers. Its primary
purpose is to help students solidify their
understanding and apply the law under
timed conditions, which is precisely the
skill needed for law school exams.

The "Crunchtime" series is designed for
intensive review, typically used after you
have  completed  your  own  outline  or
after  a  full  semester  of  classes.  By
focusing on the most tested topics and
common  fact  patterns,  Crunchtime
Torts helps you avoid getting lost in the
weeds  of  intricate  policy  debates.
Instead,  it  emphasizes  the  rules  you
need  to  wr i t e  on  an  exam,  the
exceptions  you  should  know,  and  the
analytical  frameworks  that  professors
love  to  see  in  essay  answers.

Key Features of
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Crunchtime Torts
Several  features  make  Crunchtime
Torts stand out among other study aids:

Capsule Summaries: Each major
tort topic is broken into a one- or
two-page capsule that covers the
essential elements, defenses, and
leading cases. These summaries
are ideal for last-minute
memorization and quick review.
Exam Tips: Scattered throughout
the text are practical tips, often
written from a professor's
perspective. They highlight
common traps, tricky distinctions,
and ways to avoid losing points.
Flowcharts and Diagrams:
Visual learners will appreciate the

flowcharts that map out complex
analyses, such as the elements of
negligence, the duty analysis for
special relationships, or the
application of defenses like
assumption of risk.
Practice Questions: The book
includes multiple-choice questions
(with detailed answer
explanations) and essay prompts
modeled after actual law school
exams. Practicing with these
closes the gap between knowing
the law and writing a polished
answer.
Memorization Aids: Mnemonics,
shorthand rules, and "black-letter
law" callouts help you quickly
recall key principles under
pressure.
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These  features  together  make
Crunchtime Torts a versatile resource.
It  works  equally  well  for  a  quick  30-
minute  refresher  or  a  multi-hour  deep
study session.

HOW TO USE CRUNCHTIME
TORTS EFFECTIVELY

To  get  the  most  out  of  Crunchtime
Torts,  you need a strategic  approach.
Here  are  some  best  practices  for
integrating it into your law school exam
preparation.

Step 1: Build

Your Own Outline
First
Crunchtime Torts  is  not  a  substitute
for  creating  your  own  course  outline.
During  the  semester,  you  should  still
read  cases,  attend  lectures,  and
synthesize  the  material  in  your  own
words.  Your  personal  outline  captures
your  professor's  specific  emphases  and
the nuances of your syllabus. Once you
have  that  foundation,  Crunchtime
Torts  becomes a powerful review tool.
Use  it  to  fill  gaps,  cross-check  your
understanding, and ensure you haven't
missed  any  major  topics  that  might
appear on the exam.
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Step 2: Use
Capsule
Summaries for
Active Recall
Active recall is one of the most effective
learning techniques. Instead of passively
reading  Crunchtime  Torts,  cover  up
the explanatory text and try to recite the
rule  f rom  memory.  The  capsule
summaries are designed for exactly this
purpose. For example, you can read the
heading  "Intentional  Infliction  of
Emotional  Distress"  and  then  list  the
elements  (extreme  and  outrageous

conduct,  intent,  causation,  severe
emotional distress) before checking the
capsule. This process strengthens neural
pathways and improves retention.

Step 3: Practice
with the Exam
Tips and
Questions
After reviewing a chapter,  immediately
attempt  the  multiple-choice  questions.
Pay  close  attention  to  the  answer
explanations, which often clarify subtle
distinctions  like  the  difference  between
"cause in fact" and "proximate cause."
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For  essay  practice,  try  writing  a  full
answer under timed conditions (e.g., 30
minutes per essay). Then compare your
answer  to  the  model  provided  in
Crunchtime  Torts.  Note  where  you
missed  elements,  how  you  structured
your  analysis ,  and  which  pol icy
arguments you could have included. This
i te ra t ive  p rocess  bu i lds  exam
confidence.

Step 4: Create a
Crunchtime
Cheat Sheet
In  the  final  days  before  the  exam,
synthesize the most  critical  rules from

Crunchtime Torts onto a single page or
index card. Include mnemonics, key case
names  (e.g.,  Palsgraf  v.  Long  Island
Railroad  for proximate cause),  and the
most commonly tested defenses. Carry
this with you and review it during any
spare  moments.  This  "cheat  sheet"
becomes  your  last-minute  memory
anchor.

CORE TORT CONCEPTS COVERED
IN CRUNCHTIME TORTS

Crunchtime  Torts  covers  the  full
spectrum of tort law typically taught in a
first-year  law  school  course.  Below  is  a
breakdown of the major topics and how
the book helps you master each.
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Intentional Torts
and Defenses
This  section  covers  battery,  assault,
false  imprisonment,  intentional  infliction
of emotional distress (IIED), trespass to
land,  t respass  to  chatte ls ,  and
conversion.  Crunchtime  Torts
emphasizes  the  specific  intent
requirements for each tort, such as the
"dual intent" rule for battery (intent to
cause  harmful  or  offensive  contact  and
the  intent  to  cause  that  contact).
Defenses  like  consent,  self-defense,
defense of property, and necessity are
explained  with  clear  examples.  The
flowcharts  in  this  section  help  you
determine which intentional tort applies

when multiple elements overlap.
One common exam pitfall  is  confusing
IIED  with  other  emotional  distress
claims.  Crunchtime Torts  clarifies  that
IIED requires "extreme and outrageous
conduct"  and  severe  emotional  harm,
while  negligence-based  emotional
distress  claims  have  different  analytical
steps.  The  book's  exam  tips  highlight
these distinctions repeatedly.

Negligence: The
Four Elements
Negligence is arguably the most heavily
tested topic in torts. Crunchtime Torts
dedicates  extensive  space  to  breaking
down each element:
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Duty: The general duty of
reasonable care, special duties
(e.g., landowners, business
owners, professionals), and the
role of foreseeability. The book
includes the "Hand Formula" (B <
PL) for determining breach.
Breach: How to prove a defendant
failed to act as a reasonably
prudent person. Crunchtime
Torts covers custom, statutes
(negligence per se), and res ipsa
loquitur.
Causation: Cause-in-fact (but-for
test, substantial factor test, and
alternative theories like Summers
v. Tice) and proximate cause
(foreseeability, direct cause, and
intervening/superseding causes).
The book's detailed examples of

Palsgraf and Wagon Mound make
these abstract concepts concrete.
Damages: Compensatory
damages (past/future medical
expenses, lost income, pain and
suffering) and the requirement of
actual injury for negligence claims.
The capsule summary also clarifies
when nominal or punitive damages
may be awarded.

Flowcharts in Crunchtime Torts guide
you  through  the  sequential  analysis
required for any negligence essay. Using
these  diagrams  repeatedly  trains  your
brain  to  check each element  in  order,
reducing the risk of oversight.
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Strict Liability
and Products

Liability
Strict  l iability  covers  abnormally
dangerous activities and animal-related
injuries. Crunchtime Torts provides the
Restatement (Second) of Torts definition
and factors courts use to determine if an
activity  is  "abnormally  dangerous."  For
products liability, the book summarizes
the three major theories: manufacturing
defect,  design  defect,  and  failure  to
warn.  It  also  explains  the  difference
between strict liability in tort and implied
warranty  under  the  UCC.  The  capsule
includes the essential case of Greenman

v.  Yuba  Power  Products  and  the
consumer expectations test  versus the
risk-utility test for design defects.

Other Key Topics
Crunchtime  Torts  a lso  covers
nuisance, defamation (libel and slander),
privacy torts (intrusion, public disclosure,
false light, appropriation), and business
torts such as interference with contract
and prospective advantage. While these
are often less emphasized on exams, the
capsule summaries ensure you have a
working  knowledge.  The  book’s  exam
tips  note  that  omissions  of  privacy  or
defamation can cost you points if your
professor  covers  them,  so  it’s  wise  to
review these  sections  even if  you  are
short on time.
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CRUNCHTIME TORTS VS. OTHER
LAW SCHOOL STUDY AIDS

How does Crunchtime Torts  compare
to other popular resources? The Emanuel
series  also  includes  the  full  "Emanuel
Law Outlines"  for  torts,  which is  more
comprehensive.  The  full  outline  is
e x c e l l e n t  f o r  b u i l d i n g  d e e p
understanding during the semester, but
Crunchtime Torts  is  better suited for
the review phase. Similarly, "Examples &
Explanations:  Torts" provides extensive
pract ice  problems  but  lacks  the
condensed memorization-friendly format
of the Crunchtime series.
For  students  who  prefer  d ig i ta l
resources,  Crunchtime  Torts  is  also
available as an eBook or through online
platforms.  However,  many  students  find

the  physical  book  easier  to  flip  through
and  annotate.  Whichever  format  you
choose ,  t he  key  advan tage  o f
Crunchtime Torts is its laser focus on
exam  performance.  It  doesn't  waste
space on scholarly debates or historical
background; it gets straight to what you
need to write on your test.

EXAM SUCCESS TIPS WITH
CRUNCHTIME TORTS

To  maximize  your  score,  follow  these
additional  strategies  when  using
Crunchtime  Torts:

Prioritize Negligence and
Intentional Torts: These topics
appear on virtually every torts
exam. Spend 60% of your study
time on these two areas. Use
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Crunchtime Torts to memorize the elements cold.
Understand Defenses


