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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF EVA
CASSIDY'S "AT
LAST": A
GUITARIST'S GUIDE
TO THE CHORDS
AND EMOTION

There  are  songs  that
define an era, and then
t h e r e  a r e
interpretations  that
redefine  the  song
itself.  Eva  Cassidy's
breathtaking  rendition
of "At Last" is a prime
example of  the latter.
Originally  a  1941  big
b a n d  s t a n d a r d
popularized  by  Glenn
M i l l e r  a n d  l a t e r

immortalized  by  Etta
J a m e s  i n  1 9 6 0 ,
Cassidy's  version,
released posthumously
in 2000 on the album
No Boundaries, offers a
s t r i p p e d - b a c k ,
i n t i m a t e ,  a n d
profoundly  moving
take on this classic. For
guitarists, learning the
At Last Eva Cassidy
chords  i s  not  just
about  memorizing  a
sequence  of  finger
positions;  it  is  about
u n l o c k i n g  t h e
emotional  core  of  a
per formance  that
continues  to  captivate
listeners  worldwide.
This article provides a
comprehensive  guide
to playing this beautiful
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arrangement,  explores
the nuances that make
her version so special,
and offers  insights  into
capturing  its  delicate
spirit.

Why Eva
Cassidy's
Version
Stands
Alone
Before  diving  into  the
chord  shapes,  i t  is
essential to understand
w h a t  m a k e s  E v a
Cassidy's interpretation
so unique. Etta James'
version  is  a  powerful,
soulful  declaration  of
joy,  backed  by  lush
orchestration  and  a
driving rhythm section.
It  is  a  celebration.
Cassidy's  version,
however, is something

else  ent i re ly .  I t  is
intimate,  fragile,  and
deeply  personal.  It
sounds as though she
is  singing  directly  to
one person in  a  quiet
room, rather than to a
packed  concert  hall.
Her phrasing is tender,
and her voice carries a
vulnerabi l i ty  that
resonates  long  after
the  final  note.
T h i s  c h a n g e  i n
emotional  weight  is
reflected directly in the
guitar  arrangement.
T h e  A t  L a s t  E v a
Cassidy  chords  are
not complicated from a
technical  standpoint,
but  the  way  they  are
played—with  space,
delicate  fingerpicking,
and  subtle  dynamic
shifts—is  what  truly
m a t t e r s .  T h e
arrangement  often
features  just  a  single
acoustic guitar and her
vocals,  placing  the
en t i r e  emot i ona l
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burden on the interplay
between  the  two .
There is no safety net
of  a  full  band,  which
m a k e s  t h e  c h o r d
v o i c i n g s  a n d
transitions all the more
critical  to  the  song's
impact.

The Core
Chord
Progressi
on and
Key
Eva Cassidy performed
"At Last" in the key of
E-flat major (E♭). This is
a common key for soul
and  jazz  standards,
offering  a  rich,  warm
tonal  palette  that  sits
beautifully in the mid-
range of a vocalist. For
guitarists, playing in E♭
can  be  a  challenge  if

you stick to open chord
shapes,  as  the  key
requires significant use
o f  b a r r e  c h o r d s .
However,  Cassidy's
arrangement  largely
avoids  difficult  barre
shapes by using a capo
a n d  o p e n  c h o r d
voicings,  which  is  a
hallmark  of  her  folk-
influenced style.
The  fundamenta l
p rog ress i on  tha t
underpins  the  verses
and choruses follows a
classic I-vi-IV-V pattern
in  E♭ ,  which  is  the
harmonic  backbone  of
countless  standards.
The  primary  chords
y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o
familiarize  yourself
with are E♭ major (I), C
minor  (vi),  A♭  major
(IV), and B♭ major (V).
However,  the  magic
l i e s  i n  t he  sub t l e
embellishments,  the
use of seventh chords,
and the passing chords
that create the gentle,
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forward motion of  the
arrangement.

Using a
Capo:
The Key
to Vocal
Warmth
and
Managea
ble
Chords
To  play  the  At  Last
Eva  Cassidy  chords
in  the  most  authentic
and  accessible  way,
m o s t  g u i t a r i s t s
recommend  using  a
capo  on  the  3rd  fret.
By  placing  a  capo  at

the  3rd  fret,  you  can
play chord shapes from
the  key  of  C  major.
This  is  a  godsend  for
guitarists  because  C
major  is  one  of  the
most  comfortable  and
sonorous  keys  on  the
instrument,  allowing
for open strings to ring
out beautifully.
With a capo at the 3rd
fret,  the chord shapes
become much simpler:

The E♭ major
chord becomes a
C major shape
(x32010). This
allows the open
high E string to
ring, creating a
bright,
shimmering tone
that is essential
to the song's
texture.
The C minor
chord becomes
an A minor shape
(x02210). This is
a far more
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natural and
resonant shape
than a barre C
minor.
The A♭ major
chord becomes
an F major shape
(133211 or
xx3211). This
can still be a
barre, but it is a
much easier
barre than an A♭
barre at the 4th
fret.
The B♭ major
chord becomes a
G major shape
(320003 or
320033). The
open strings here
add incredible
depth and
fullness.

Using a capo this way
is not cheating; it is a
del iberate  art ist ic
choice  that  allows  for
greater resonance and
ease of playing, which
directly  contributes  to
the vocal-like quality of

the  guitar  part.  When
searching for  At Last
Eva  Cassidy  chords
online,  look specifically
for tabs that indicate a
capo on the 3rd fret, as
t h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t
standard transcription.

Detailed
Chord
Breakdow
n (with
Capo at
3rd Fret)
Let's  break  down  the
primary  chord  shapes
you  wi l l  be  us ing .
Remember,  these  are
the  shapes  you  play
with your left hand; the
actual  sound  is  three
half-steps  higher  due
to  the  capo.
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VERSE CHORDS AND
VOICINGS

The verse is where the
gentle,  storytelling
quality  of  the  song
e m e r g e s .  T h e
progression  is  a  slow,
d e l i b e r a t e  c y c l e
th rough  the  ma in
chords.

C major (Shape
for E♭): x32010.
This is your
home base. Let
your pick or
fingers glide over
the strings,
allowing the top
three treble
strings to ring
clearly.
A minor7
(Am7) (Shape
for Cm7):
x02010. Instead
of a straight A
minor (x02210),
Cassidy often
implies a minor
7th by lifting the
3rd finger off the

B string. This
voicing (x02010)
is far more airy
and jazz-tinged.
This is a crucial
nuance in the At
Last Eva
Cassidy chords
progression.
F major (Shape
for A♭): xx3211
or 133211. The
simpler version
(xx3211) is often
preferred for
fingerpicking as
it avoids the
barre on the first
two strings. It
focuses the
chord on the
middle treble
strings.
G major (Shape
for B♭): 320033.
This is another
wonderful open
chord shape. The
addition of the
third fret on the
high E string
gives it a very
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specific, rich
tone.

PRE-CHORUS AND
CHORUS DYNAMICS

As the song builds into
t h e  c h o r u s ,  t h e
emotional  tension
increases .  Th is  i s
achieved by adding a D
minor chord (shape for
F  minor)  and  using
more  de l i be ra te ,
s l i g h t l y  h a r d e r
strumming.

D minor (Shape
for F minor):
xx0231. This is
the "heartbreak"
chord that
appears briefly in
the progression,
adding a touch of
poignancy before
resolving back to
the G or C. It is a
fleeting but
powerful move.
The chorus
progression often
follows: C - G -

Am7 - F - C - G -
C. This classic I-
V-vi-IV
progression is
timeless for a
reason. The
challenge is to
play it with a
sense of building
release,
matching the
emotion of the
lyrics "At last...
my love has
come along."

Fingerpic
king Style
and
Rhythm
Understanding  the  At
Last  Eva  Cassidy
chords is only half the
battle. The other half is
m a s t e r i n g  t h e
technique.  Cassidy's
guitar  style  on  this
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t rack  i s  a  gen t le ,
a r p e g g i a t e d
fingerpicking  pattern.
She  is  not  strumming
vigorously.  Instead,
s h e  i s  p l u c k i n g
indiv idual  str ings
within  each  chord,
creating  a  flowing,
harp-like  texture.
A  c o m m o n
fingerpicking pattern to
use  here  is  a  Travis-
picking style variation,
b u t  p l a y e d  m u c h
s l o w e r  a n d  m o r e
deliberately.  For  a  C
major  chord (x32010),
a typical pattern might
be:

Thumb plays the1.
A string (3rd
fret).
Index plays the D2.
string.
Thumb plays the3.
low E string.
Middle plays the4.
B string.
Thumb plays the5.
A string.

Ring plays the6.
high E string.

T h i s  i s  j u s t  o n e
example. The key is to
let  the  thumb  handle
the  bass  notes  (the
root of the chord) while
the fingers pick out the
melody  and  harmony
on  the  treble  strings.
Do not try to play this
too fast. The beauty of
the  song  l ies  in  i ts
spaciousness. Listen to
the  original  recording
carefully.  Notice  how
Eva  leaves  gaps  of
silence  between  vocal
phrases  and  chord
changes;  the  space is
as  important  as  the
notes.  When  you  are
learning  At  Last  Eva
Cassidy  chords ,
p r a c t i c e  t h i s
fingerpicking  pattern
very  s lowly  with  a
metronome.  Focus  on
making  each  note
sound clear, warm, and
deliberate.
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Capturing
the Feel:
Dynamics
and
Emotion
Perhaps  the  most
important  element  of
this song is dynamics.
In  the  verses,  you
should be playing very
softly  (piano).  Your
touch should  be  light,
almost hesitant. As you
m o v e  t o w a r d  t h e
chorus,  especially  on
lines like "My heart was
wrapped up in clover,"
you can increase your
v o l u m e  s l i g h t l y
(mezzo-forte),  but  you
should  never  become
forceful.  Even  at  its
peak, Cassidy's version
remains gentle.
To capture this feeling

on the guitar, pay close
attention to your right
hand's attack. Use the
fleshy  part  of  your
fingertips  rather  than
hard nails or a pick if
you  are  fingerpicking.
If you use a pick, use a
very thin one and hold
it  loosely.  You want a
soft, round tone, not a
bright, percussive one.
E x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
playing  closer  to  the
neck  of  the  guitar,
where  the  sound  is
w a r m e r  a n d  l e s s
bright, rather than near
the  soundho le  o r
bridge.  The goal  is  to
make  your  gu i ta r
sound like it is sighing,
not shouting.

Common
Challenge
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s and
How to
Overcom

e Them
Even though the chord
shapes  are  simple,
transitioning  between
them smoothly can be
tricky, especially while
m a i n t a i n i n g  a
c o n s i s t e n t
fingerpicking  pattern.
One  of  the  hardest
transitions  is  moving
from the F major shape
(A♭)  to  the  G  major
shape (B♭) with a capo
on  the  3rd  fret.  Your
fingers  have  to  shift
positions  significantly.
A tip for this: keep your
thumb anchored in the
middle  of  the  neck's
back.  Do  not  lift  all
your  fingers  off  the
strings  at  once.  Use

the  "guide  finger"
t e c h n i q u e .  F o r
example, when moving
from F to G, your 3rd
finger (playing the high
C on the B string in the
F shape)  can slide up
to the 3rd fret  of  the
high E string for the G
shape.  This  creates  a
smooth,  connected
sound.  Practice  this
specific  change  in
isolat ion  for  a  few
minutes  before  you
even  try  to  play  the
whole song.  Mastering
these  little  transitions
is what makes the At
Last  Eva  Cassidy
chords sound fluid and
professional.

The
Legacy of
the Song
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and Its
Chords
Learning  to  play  "At
Last" in the style of Eva
Cassidy  is  a  r ite  of
passage  for  many
fingerstyle guitarists.  It
t eache s  you  t ha t
technical complexity is
often  less  important
t h a n  m u s i c a l
sensit ivity.  The  At
Last  Eva  Cassidy
chords  are  a  vehicle
fo r  emot ion .  Th i s
a r rangement  i s  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
restraint, showing how
a  simple  progression,
played  with  intention
and  space,  can  be
more powerful than the
mos t  t echn i ca l l y
demanding  solo.
By taking the time to
learn these chords and
the  specific
fingerpicking  patterns
u s e d  i n  t h i s

arrangement,  you  are
not  just  learning  a
song; you are learning
a  lesson  in  musical
storytelling.  You  are
learning how to make a
guitar sing quietly, how
to  build  an  emotional
arc  without  raising
your  voice  or  your
volume,  and  how  the
silence  between  the
notes  can  be  just  as
compel l ing  as  the
notes themselves. This
is  what  separates  a
good  guitar  player
from a  truly  excellent
one.

Final
Thoughts
on Your
Practice
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Journey
When you sit down to
practice  this  song,
don't rush. Don't focus
so le l y  on  ge t t i ng
through  the  At  Last
Eva  Cassidy  chords
from beginning to end.
Instead,  focus  on  the
sound  of  each  chord.
Let  it  ring.  Hear  the
overtones.  Listen  to
how  the  A  minor  7th
sounds  different  from

the standard A minor.
Nail  the  dynamics.
Practice  playing  the
verse so softly  that  it
forces your listener to
lean in.
Record yourself. Listen
back critically. Are you
rushing?  Are  your
dynamics  flat?
Compare  your  playing
to Cassidy's recording.
You  are  not  trying  to
copy  her  exactly,  but
you


