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THE VALUE OF
PROFESSIONAL
CREDENTIALS:
CNE, MCITP, CISSP,
AND CCNA ARE
EXAMPLES OF
INDUSTRY
CERTIFICATIONS
THAT DEFINE
EXPERTISE

In today’s competitive
technology landscape,
standing out from the
crowd is more
important than ever.

While a college degree
can open doors,
specialized credentials
often determine how
far you can go within
an organization.
Whether you are a
system administrator,
a network engineer, a
security professional,
or an IT manager,
earning recognized
credentials can
validate your skills,
boost your earning
potential, and provide
a clear career
roadmap. CNE,
MCITP, CISSP, and
CCNA are examples


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

of industry

certifications that
have become
benchmarks for
proficiency in their

respective domains.
This article explores

each of these
credentials in depth,
explains their

relevance in the
modern workforce, and
offers guidance on how
to choose the right
certification path for
your career goals.

UNDERSTANDING
INDUSTRY
CERTIFICATIONS:
WHY THEY MATTER

Industry certifications
are credentials
awarded by technology
vendors or
independent

organizations that
verify an individual’s
knowledge and ability
to perform  specific
tasks. They are
designed to test

practical skills,
theoretical
understanding, and
problem-solving
capabilities. Unlike
academic degrees,
certifications are often
focused on a narrow,
job-relevant skill set
and can be updated as
technology evolves.

Employers value
certifications because
they provide a

standardized way to
evaluate candidates.
When a hiring manager
sees that you hold a
CCNA or CISSP, they
instantly know the
level of expertise you
bring to the table.
Furthermore, many
organizations require
their technical staff to
hold specific
certifications to meet
compliance standards
or to maintain
partnership status with
vendors.

The statement that
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CNE, MCITP, CISSP,

and CCNA are
examples of
industry

certifications
underscores a broader
truth: there is a
certification for nearly
every niche in
information
technology. From
entry-level network
administration to
advanced security
architecture, these
credentials serve as
stepping stones
throughout a career.

CNE (CERTIFIED
NOVELL
ENGINEER)

Origins
and
Focus

The Certified Novell
Engineer (CNE)

certification was
originally developed by
Novell, a pioneer in
network operating
systems. Although
Novell's market share
has diminished over
the years, the CNE
remains a respected
credential in legacy
environments,
especially in sectors
like government and
healthcare where
Novell NetWare
systems still operate.
The certification
validates advanced
skills in designing,
implementing, and
managing Novell-based
networks.

What It
Covers

A CNE candidate must
demonstrate

proficiency in areas
such as network
architecture, directory



services (eDirectory),
file and print services,
and network
troubleshooting. The
certification also
covers interoperability
with other platforms,
including Windows and
Linux. While less
common today, CNE,
MCITP, CISSP, and
CCNA are examples
of industry
certifications that
show how vendor-
specific credentials
evolved over
time—CNE being a
classic case of a once-
dominant ecosystem.

Career
Relevanc
e

If you work in an
organization that
continues to run Novell
products, holding a

CNE can be a distinct
advantage. However,
many IT professionals
now pursue CNE as a
historical or
consultative credential
rather than a primary
career driver. For those
supporting legacy
systems, the
certification remains a
hallmark of deep
expertise.

MCITP
(MICROSOFT
CERTIFIED IT
PROFESSIONAL)

Overview
and
Purpose

The Microsoft Certified
IT Professional (MCITP)
certification  replaced
the older MCSA and
MCSE designations for
a period around
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Windows Server 2008
and SQL Server 2008.
It was designed to

validate job-role
capabilities rather than
just product

knowledge. Candidates
could specialize in
areas such as server
administration,
database
administration,
enterprise messaging,
or virtualization.

Topics
Covered

An MCITP certification
typically requires
passing multiple exams
that test both
theoretical knowledge
and practical
application. For
example, the Server
Administrator track
covers configuring
Active Directory,
managing Group
Policy, implementing

network policies, and
performing disaster
recovery. Database
administrators focus on
query optimization,
backup strategies, and
high-availability
solutions. Because
CNE, MCITP, CISSP,

and CCNA are
examples of
industry

certifications that

align with specific job
functions, MCITP is a
good illustration of
role-based certification
design.

Modern
Status

Microsoft has since
moved to newer
certifications like the
MCSA (Microsoft
Certified Solutions
Associate) and the
current role-based
certifications for Azure
and Microsoft 365.



However, many IT
professionals still hold
MCITP credentials, and
the knowledge they
gained remains
valuable for managing
on-premises Windows
environments. The
MCITP remains a
respected credential,
especially for those
supporting older
infrastructure.

CISSP (CERTIFIED
INFORMATION
SYSTEMS
SECURITY
PROFESSIONAL)

The Gold
Standard
In

Security

The CISSP, offered by
(ISC)?, is one of the
most prestigious and

widely recognized
certifications in the
field of information
security. It is not an
entry-level credential;
it requires at least five
years of cumulative
work experience in two
or more of the eight
CISSP domains. The
certification covers
areas such as security
and risk management,
asset security, security
architecture,

communication and
network security,
identity and access
management, security

assessment and
testing, security
operations, and

software development
security.

Why It
Matters

Cyber threats are
evolving rapidly, and
organizations need
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experts who can
design comprehensive
security strategies. The
CISSP validates a
professional’s ability to
think holistically about
security, implement
policies, and manage
risk. Because CNE,
MCITP, CISSP, and
CCNA are examples
of industry
certifications that
target different levels
of expertise, CISSP
stands out as a senior-
level credential that
often leads to roles
such as Security
Architect, CISO, or
Security Consultant.

Preparati
on and
Maintena

NCe

Earning a CISSP
requires rigorous
study, often involving
official training

courses, books, and
practice tests. Once
certified, holders must
earn Continuing
Professional Education

(CPE) credits to
maintain the
credential. This

ensures that CISSP
professionals stay
current with the latest
threats and
technologies. The
global recognition of
the CISSP makes it a
powerful asset for
anyone serious about a
cybersecurity career.

CCNA (CISCO
CERTIFIED
NETWORK
ASSOCIATE)




Foundatio
n for

Core
Compete

Netwondaies

ng
Careers

The CCNA is one of the
most popular entry-to-
mid-level networking
certifications in the
world. It is vendor-
specific, focusing on
Cisco products, but the
concepts—routing,
switching, network
security, and
wireless—are broadly
applicable. The CCNA
was revised in 2020 to
become a single,
comprehensive exam
that covers a wide
range of networking
fundamentals,

automation, and
programmability.

A CCNA-certified
professional
understands network

fundamentals, [P
connectivity, IP
services, security

fundamentals, and
automation. They can
configure and
troubleshoot Cisco
routers and switches,
implement VLANSs,
manage access control
lists, and use tools like
Wireshark. The
certification is often
the first step toward
more advanced Cisco
credentials such as
CCNP or CCIE.
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Career
Impact

Because networking
remains a critical
component of IT
infrastructure, the
CCNA is a valuable
credential. It opens
doors to roles like
Network Technician,
Support Engineer, and
Junior Administrator.
The fact that CNE,
MCITP, CISSP, and
CCNA are examples
of industry
certifications means
that professionals often
combine a CCNA with
other certifications to
build a well-rounded
skill set—for instance,
a CCNA plus a security
certification can lead to
a network security
specialist role.

COMPARING THE

CERTIFICATIONS

While all four
credentials represent
industry certifications,
they differ significantly
in focus, difficulty, and
career stage. The
following table
(conceptual) highlights
key differences:

e Level: CNE and
MCITP are more
specialized and
often considered
intermediate to
advanced. CCNA
is entry-to-
intermediate.
CISSP is
advanced with
experience
requirements.

e Vendor
Neutrality: CNE
and MCITP are
vendor-specific
(Novell and
Microsoft). CCNA
is also vendor-
specific (Cisco).



CISSP is vendor-
neutral, covering
broad security
principles.
Renewal: CNE is
often lifetime
once earned
(though
outdated). MCITP
may be retired.
CCNA is valid for
three years.
CISSP requires
continuous CPE
credits.

Market
Demand: CISSP
and CCNA
currently have
higher demand
than CNE. MCITP
is still valued for
legacy systems.

Understanding these
distinctions helps
professionals decide
which credential aligns
with their current role
and future aspirations.
When someone says
that CNE, MCITP,
CISSP, and CCNA are

10

examples of
industry
certifications, they

are pointing out that
the IT world offers a
spectrum of
possibilities—from
niche legacy support to
broad security
leadership.

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE RIGHT
CERTIFICATION
FOR YOU

Assess
Your
Current
Role

If you are a network
administrator, the
CCNA is a logical
starting point. If you
work with Windows
systems, consider
earning Microsoft’s

10
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modern certifications,
though the MCITP
knowledge is still
useful. If security is
your passion, aim for
the CISSP once you
have the required
experience. For those
in specialized legacy
environments, the CNE
may still be relevant.

Consider
Future
Trends

Cloud computing,
automation, and
cybersecurity are
driving the need for
new skills. While CCNA
remains strong,
complementary

credentials in cloud
platforms (AWS, Azure)
can boost your career.
The CISSP remains a
gold standard, but also
consider specialized

11

security certifications
like CEH or OSCP. The
statement that CNE,
MCITP, CISSP, and
CCNA are examples
of industry
certifications reminds
us that no single
certification is a magic
bullet—your career
growth depends on
continuous learning.

Evaluate
Cost and
Time

Certifications  require
investment in study
materials, practice
exams, and exam fees.
Some, like CISSP,
require multiple
attempts for many
candidates. Plan your
budget and schedule
carefully. Employer
sponsorship can often
cover costs if the



certification is directly
relevant to your role.

THE BROADER
IMPORTANCE OF
CERTIFICATIONS IN
IT

individual
industry

Beyond
benefits,
certifications help
maintain quality
standards across the
profession. They
provide a common
language for skills
assessment, enable
faster hiring, and
encourage continuous
professional

development. For
businesses, having
certified  staff can
improve customer
confidence and open
up partnership
opportunities. When
you see that CNE,
MCITP, CISSP, and
CCNA are examples
of industry
certifications, you are
witnessing a system

12

that has matured over
decades—from Novell's
early networking
program to today’s
comprehensive
security frameworks.

Moreover, certifications
often map directly to
job descriptions. A
quick search on job
boards will reveal that
many positions list one
or more of these
credentials as required
or preferred. Earning a
certification not only
boosts your resume
but also gives you the
confidence to handle
real-world challenges.

CONCLUSION

The landscape of
information technology
is vast, and the
certifications that
validate expertise
within it are equally
diverse. CNE, MCITP,
CISSP, and CCNA are
examples of
industry
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certifications that
have shaped countless
careers and continue
to influence hiring
decisions. Whether you
are just starting your IT
journey or looking to
advance into a
specialized role, these
credentials offer
structured learning
paths and tangible
proof of your skills.

Take time to research
the certification that
best aligns with your
interests and career
goals. Study diligently,
gain practical
experience, and

13

consider how multiple
certifications can
complement each
other. In a field that
evolves as quickly as
technology,

certifications provide a
reliable way to stay

relevant and
demonstrate vyour
commitment to
excellence. By

investing in credentials
like the ones discussed
here, you can open
doors to new
opportunities and
establish yourself as a
trusted expert in your
chosen domain.



