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WHY WE CAN’T RESIST A GOOD
LORD OF THE RINGS PARODY

Few works of fantasy have burrowed as
deeply into the collective imagination as
J.R.R.  Tolkien’s  The Lord  of  the  Rings.
Since  its  publication  in  the  mid-20th
century  and  especially  after  Peter
Jackson’s  epic  film  trilogy,  the  world  of
Middle-earth  has  become  a  cultural
touchstone.  Its  characters,  languages,
and themes are instantly recognizable.
And  with  such  familiarity  comes  an
irresistible urge: to poke fun. The Lord
Of The Rings Parody  has blossomed
into  a  beloved  subgenre  of  comedy,
ranging from gentle ribbing to outright
satire.  It  is  a  testament to the story’s
monumental status that we love to laugh
at  it  almost  as  much  as  we  love  to
experience it.
Why  does  parody  work  so  well  for
Tolkien’s masterpiece? The answer lies
in its earnestness. The original story is
deeply  serious,  filled  with  high  stakes,
noble  sacrifice,  and  a  clear  battle
between  good  and  evil.  This  very
sincerity  provides  fertile  ground  for
comedy.  A  well-crafted  Lord  Of  The
Rings  Parody  can  highl ight  the
absurdities  that  lurk  just  beneath  the
surface  of  the  epic—the  logistical
nightmare of nine companions traveling
together, the questionable fashion sense
of wizards, or the simple fact that the
entire fate of the world hinges on a piece
of jewelry. By turning the drama on its

head, these parodies invite us to laugh
at something we hold dear,  deepening
our  affection  for  it  rather  than
diminishing  it.
From  professional  film  spoofs  to  fan-
made internet shorts, the landscape of
Middle-earth humor is vast and varied.
This article will explore the most iconic
examples,  the  mechanics  of  why  they
work, and how you can engage with or
even  create  your  own  tribute  to  the
comedic side of the Shire, Mordor, and
everything in between.

THE FOUNDATION OF THE
GENRE: BORED OF THE RINGS

Before the internet and before the films,
there was Bored of the Rings. Published
in 1969 by the Harvard Lampoon, this is
the ur-text of the Lord Of The Rings
Parody.  It  came out  at  a  time  when
Tolkien’s  books  were  experiencing  a
massive surge in popularity on college
campuses, and it was, in many ways, the
first  major  work  to  treat  the  saga  with
irreverence.  The  book  renames
characters in wonderfully juvenile ways:
Frodo  becomes  “Dildo”  (which  was
considered  very  edgy  for  the  time),
Gandalf  becomes  “Gandolph”  or
“Gandalf  the  Unready,”  and  the  noble
quest is reduced to a series of bumbling
misadventures driven by hunger, greed,
and general incompetence.
What  makes  Bored  of  the  Rings  so
enduring  is  its  sharp,  specific  humor.  It
doesn’t just make fun of fantasy tropes;
it  makes  fun  of  Tolkien’s  specific  prose
sty le ,  h is  love  of  song,  and  the
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meandering  pace  of  the  books.  It
recognized  that  the  sheer  amount  of
detail  in  Tolkien’s  world  was  ripe  for
satire.  This  text  set  the  template  for
nearly  every  Lord  Of  The  Rings
Parody that followed. It taught us that
the best way to honor a giant is to find a
small,  funny ladder and poke it  in the
shins.

BIG SCREEN SPOOFS: FROM
BAKSHI TO JACKSON

Parody didn't stop with the written word.
As visual adaptations of The Lord of the
Rings  became more prominent,  so  did
the visual parodies.

The Animated
Spoofs of the
1970s and 80s
Ralph Bakshi’s 1978 animated film, while
ambitious, had a unique visual style that
was  easy  to  lampoon.  It  wasn’t  long
before  comedy  shows  l i ke  The
Simpsons  and  Family  Guy  began
referencing  the  awkward  rotoscoping
and  the  strange  character  designs.
These  early  television  parodies  were
usually short gags, but they planted the
seed  for  the  visual  jokes  that  would
explode in the 2000s.

The Return of
the King: Film
Parodies in the

2000s
When Peter Jackson’s trilogy arrived, it
was a cinematic event unlike any other.
The  films  were  massive,  culturally
dominant,  and  incredibly  serious.  This
was  a  gift  for  comedians.  One  of  the
most  significant  contributions  to  the
Lord  Of  The  Rings  Parody  canon
during this era is the sketch show The
Lord of the Rings: The Musical  by The
Lonely Island (of Andy Samberg, Akiva
Schaffer,  and  Jorma  Taccone  fame)  for
Saturday  Night  Live .  This  sketch
perfectly  captured  the  absurdity  of
trying  to  jam the  entire  trilogy  into  a
short musical, complete with a rapping
Aragorn and a very confused Gollum. It
succeeded  because  it  understood  the
characters’  core  traits—Aragorn’s
reluctant leadership, Legolas’s coolness,
Gimli’s gruffness—and then exaggerated
them to the point of hilarity.
Another  major  moment  came  from
Scary  Movie-style  spoofs.  Films  like
Epic  Movie  (2007)  attempted  a  broad
Lord Of The Rings Parody,  but they
were usually  scattershot,  targeting the
look  of  the  films  rather  than  the
substance.  They  showed  that  simple
visual imitation wasn’t enough; a great
parody needs to understand the source
material's soul.

TELEVISION SATIRES: THE BEST
IN THE BUSINESS

Television,  with its  recurring casts and
ability  to  build  long-running jokes,  has
produced some of  the  most  cherished
Lord Of The Rings Parody moments.
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The Simpsons:
The Master of

the Quick Gag
The Simpsons  has referenced Middle-
earth more times than a hobbit has had
second  breakfasts.  From  the  classic
episode  where  the  family  spoofs  the
Council of Elrond to Bart reading a book
called “The Lord of the Rings” only to
realize  it  is  very  long,  the  show  has
mined the trilogy for decades. One of the
most famous moments is in the episode
“Treehouse  of  Horror  XII,”  where  the
segment “Wiz Kids” features a parody of
the Fellowship, with Milhouse as a very
reluctant  Frodo  and  Nelson  as  a
t e r r i f y i n g  G o l l u m  ( “ M y
precious…lunches!”).  These  gags  work
because they are quick, smart, and rely
on the audience’s deep familiarity with
the source material.

South Park:
Deconstruction
at its Finest
South  Park  took  a  different,  more
analytical  approach.  In  the  season  6
(2002)  episode  “The  Return  of  the
Fellowship  of  the  Ring  to  the  Two
Towers,”  the  boys  are  tasked  with
returning a video copy of a p*rnographic
parody  named  The  Return  of  the
Fellowship of the Ring to the Two Towers
to  its  rightful  owner,  Butters.  The
episode is  a  brilliant  deconstruction of
the quest  narrative.  The video tape is
the  “r ing,”  and  the  boys  are  the

unwilling  heroes.  South  Park’s  crude
animation and vulgar humor might seem
at odds with Tolkien’s elegance, but the
show  per fect ly  understood  the
mechanics  of  a  quest:  the  burden  of
responsibility,  the temptation of  power
(here,  the  power  of  forbidden  media),
and  the  necessity  of  sacrifice.  This
episode  stands  as  one  of  the  most
intelligent Lord Of The Rings Parody
segments ever made because it uses the
structure of the story to tell a completely
different tale.

Robot Chicken:
The Stop-Motion
Smorgasbord
Robot  Chicken  is  perhaps  the  most
prolific  creator  of  quick,  brutal  Lord  Of
The  Rings  Parody  sketches.  Using
stop-motion  animation  with  action
figures,  the  show  has  skewered  nearly
every  aspect  of  the  films.  Sketches
include  "Gandalf's  Audition"  (showing
the  wizard  failing  to  impress  with  his
fireworks),  "The  Eagles'  Demands"  (the
Eagles refusing to help unless they get
paid), and the running gag of Boromir's
death  being  drawn  out  over  several
episodes. The humor is fast, absurd, and
often  dark.  By  using  the  actual  toys,
Robot  Ch icken  c reates  a  meta-
commentary on the commercialization of
the franchise,  turning epic  heroes into
plastic dolls who complain about their lot
in life.

THE INTERNET ERA: YOUTUBE,
MEMES, AND FAN PARODIES

The internet has democratized the Lord
Of The Rings Parody.  Anyone with a
video  camera,  a  green  screen,  and  a
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good  script  can  become  a  Tolkien
satirist. This has led to an explosion of
creativity.

The Honest
Trailers
Phenomenon
One  of  the  most  successful  modern
forms of parody is the "Honest Trailer."
Produced  by  Screen  Junkies,  the
Honest Trailer for The Lord of the Rings
series  is  a  masterclass  in  compressed
humor. It points out the obvious, often
comic,  flaws  in  the  films:  the  fact  that
the  characters  spend  half  the  time
walking,  the sheer number of  endings,
and the logistical absurdity of the plot.
The  narrator's  deadpan  delivery
contrasts  perfectly  with  the  epic,
dramatic footage. This style of Lord Of
The  Rings  Parody  is  so  effective
because it feels like a conversation with
a friend who loves the films just as much
as you do but isn't afraid to point out the
elephant (or rather, the Oliphant) in the
room.

The "How It
Should Have
Ended" Series
Similarly, How It Should Have Ended
(HISHE)  offers  animated  shorts  that
propose  alternative,  often  hilarious
endings  to  popular  films.  Their  LOTR
parody  is  famous  for  pointing  out  the
"Eagle  Problem"  (why  the  Fellowship
didn't  just  fly  the  Ring  to  Mordor).  The
short features a Superhero Café where

villains  and  heroes  discuss  the  plot
holes. This is a classic example of a Lord
Of The Rings Parody driven by fandom
logic and nitpicking, which is a core part
of the modern fan experience.

The Rise of
Short-Form
Content
Platforms like TikTok,  Instagram Reels,
and YouTube Shorts have created a new
wave of micro-parodies. These are often
single  jokes,  such  as  a  skit  where  a
hobbit is late for breakfast, a POV of an
orc  complaining  about  his  job,  or  an
audio  remix  of  “They’re  taking  the
Hobbits  to  Isengard!”  that  becomes  a
musical  earworm.  These short,  snappy
clips  are  highly  shareable  and rely  on
the audience recognizing the archetype
instantly.  They  prove  that  a  Lord  Of
The Rings Parody doesn’t need a 30-
minute script; a 30-second joke can be
just as effective if it taps into a universal
truth about the source material.

WHAT MAKES A LORD OF THE
RINGS PARODY TRULY GREAT?

Not all parodies are created equal. What
separates  a  lazy  costume gag  from a
brilliant Lord Of The Rings Parody? It
comes down to three key ingredients:

Deep Understanding: The best
parodies are made by people who
clearly love and understand the
source material. They know not
just the plot, but the tone. A
parody of a dark scene (like the
Mines of Moria) needs to respect
the original horror to make the
joke land. When Gandalf hits his
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head on a low-hanging beam in
Robot Chicken, it’s funny because
we know how serious the "You
shall not pass!" moment is.
Character Consistency: A great
parody keeps the characters true
to themselves but puts them in
ridiculous situations. Aragorn must
still be noble, even if he is singing
a rap about his destiny. Legolas
must still be aloof and graceful,
even if he is skateboarding down
some stairs. If the parody changes
the character’s core personality,
the joke loses its recognition.
Fresh Perspective: The best

parodies show us something we
hadn't noticed before. Bored of the
Rings made readers realize how
slow the book could be. The
Honest Trailer made us laugh at
the excessive amount of endings.
A successful Lord Of The Rings
Parody gives us a new lens
through which to view the work we
thought we knew so well.

HOW TO CREATE YOUR OWN
LORD OF THE RINGS PARODY

Inspired to craft your own Lord Of The
Rings Parody? Whether you are writing
a script, making a video, or creating


