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BRINGING THE CHOCOLATE
FACTORY TO LIFE: YOUR GUIDE
TO THE WILLY WONKA KIDS
SCRIPT

Imagine the delight on a child’s face as
they step onto the stage, dressed in a
golden ticket costume or a purple velvet
suit, ready to deliver a line from Roald
Dahl's  beloved  classic.  For  decades,
Willy Wonka Kids Script  has been a
staple in elementary schools, community
theaters,  and  youth  drama  programs
wor ldwide.  This  abr idged,  age-
appropriate adaptation of the full-length
musical  gives  young  performers  a
chance  to  experience  the  magic  of
Charlie Bucket's  adventure without the
demands  of  a  professional  production.
But  what  exactly  makes  this  script  so
special? And how can directors, parents,
and teachers make the most of it? Let's
dive into the golden river  of  the Willy
Wonka  Kids  Script—from  its  structure
and  production  tips  to  its  educational
benefits and lasting charm.

What Is the Willy
Wonka Kids
Script?
The Willy Wonka Kids Script is a specially
adapted  version  of  the  stage  musical
Willy  Wonka,  which  itself  is  based  on
Roald Dahl's Charlie and the Chocolate

Factory. Licensed by companies such as
Music  Theatre  International  (MTI)
through their Broadway Junior collection,
this  script  is  tailored  for  performers
between  the  ages  of  8  and  14.  I t
shortens  the  running  time  to  about
30–40  minutes,  simplifies  the  dialogue
and song arrangements, and reduces the
c a s t  s i z e  t o  a  m a n a g e a b l e
number—often  around  20  to  30  roles,
with flexible doubling options. The script
retains  all  the  beloved  characters:
Charlie  Bucket,  Grandpa  Joe,  the  four
naughty  children  (Augustus  Gloop,
Veruca  Salt,  Violet  Beauregarde,  and
Mike  Teavee),  and  of  course,  the
eccentric,  enigmatic  Willy  Wonka
himself.
The magic of the Willy Wonka Kids Script
lies  in  its  accessibility.  Children  can
tack le  i con ic  songs  l i ke  “Pure
Imagination,” “The Candy Man,” or “I’ve
Got a Golden Ticket” without  straining
their  vocal  ranges.  The  choreography
suggestions are simple, and the sets can
be  as  elaborate  or  minimalist  as  a
budget allows. In short, it is the perfect
introduction to musical theater for young
actors.

Why Choose the
Kids Script
Version for Your
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Production?
Directors  and  educators  often  wonder:
Should we mount the full version or go
with the kids script? There are several
compelling reasons to pick the adapted
script for youth performances.

Age-appropriate content: The
kids script removes or tones down
darker elements (like the fates of
the bad children, which can be
intense for very young audiences)
while keeping the whimsy and
wonder intact.
Shorter run time: A 30-minute
show is ideal for school
assemblies, parent nights, or
festival settings where attention
spans are shorter.
Lower production costs: Fewer
props, simpler costumes, and
smaller sets mean more students
can participate without breaking
the school budget.
Builds confidence: The script is
written with clear stage directions
and manageable line lengths,
allowing even shy children to
shine.
Focused learning: Instead of
memorizing a full two-act musical,
students can concentrate on
character development, teamwork,
and basic stagecraft.

Key Characters
in the Willy
Wonka Kids

Script
One of the joys of this script is how each
character  offers  a  distinct  personality  to
explore.  Here  is  a  breakdown  of  the
major roles found in most versions of the
Willy Wonka Kids Script.

CHARLIE BUCKET

Charlie is the heart of the story—a kind,
honest boy from a poor family.  In the
kids script, his journey from yearning to
triumph is emphasized. The role requires
a  warm,  earnest  performer  who  can
deliver emotional sincerity without being
overly sentimental.

WILLY WONKA

Willy Wonka is the eccentric, whimsical
inventor  of  the  chocolate  factory.  He
speaks in riddles and surprises everyone
with his antics. For young actors, playing
Wonka is a chance to practice a larger-
than-life  characterization—quirky  but
never mean. The script often softens his
more manipulative traits, making him a
genial guide.

THE GOLDEN TICKET WINNERS

Augustus Gloop: A gluttonous
boy who loves food above all.
Comedic physicality works well
here.
Veruca Salt: A spoiled,
demanding girl. A great role for an
actor who loves sass and attitude.
Violet Beauregarde: Competitive
and gum-chewing, Violet is a
natural leader turned blueberry.
Physical comedy at its finest.
Mike Teavee: The TV-obsessed
boy who wants to be shrunk.
Perfect for actors who enjoy fast-
paced, jittery movement.
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GRANDPA JOE

The  loyal,  excited  grandfather  who
accompanies  Charlie.  He  provides
wisdom  and  joy,  and  his  duet  with
Charlie, “I’ve Got a Golden Ticket,” is a
highlight. This role often goes to an older
student or a talented younger actor with
strong stage presence.

ENSEMBLE ROLES

The  kids  script  includes  plenty  of
ensemble  parts—Oompa  Loompas,
townspeople,  reporters,  and  factory
workers.  These  roles  allow  multiple
students  to  participate  without  the
pressure of  solo  lines.  Oompa Loompa
songs are particularly  fun,  with simple
harmonies and snappy lyrics.

Adaptations and
Cutting: What to
Expect
When you purchase or download a Willy
Wonka Kids Script, you will notice certain
differences  from  the  movie  or  the  full
musical.  For  example,  the  kids  script
may  condense  several  scenes  into  a
single  montage.  The  Oompa  Loompa
songs  appear  fewer  times  but  still
del iver  the  moral  lessons.  Some
characters, like Mrs. Gloop or Mr. Salt,
might be cut or merged. The dialogue is
simplified  so  that  younger  actors  can
grasp  the  humor  and  emotion  quickly.
Directors should also be aware that the
script  includes  optional  narration  or
scene changes that can be performed by
a “Storyteller” character, which is helpful
for  productions  with  limited  rehearsal
time.  The  flexible  nature  of  the  Willy
Wonka Kids Script means you can tailor

it to your group’s strengths—add more
ensemble  dances  if  you  have  strong
dancers, or emphasize speaking roles if
you have a talkative cast.

Production Tips
for a Successful
Kids Script Show
Putting  on  a  Willy  Wonka  Kids  Script
production  requires  careful  planning.
Here  are  actionable  tips  for  directors,
teachers, and parent volunteers.

Start early with auditions. The1.
script works best with at least
20–30 kids. Hold auditions at least
8–10 weeks before the
performance date. Prepare short
monologues or sides from the
script so children can show their
interpretation.
Prioritize set pieces that are2.
easy to build. The chocolate
factory can be suggested with
colorful backdrops, oversized
candy props, and a cardboard
“chocolate river” with brown
fabric. Focus on the iconic
elements: the Wonka gates, the
great glass elevator (a painted box
on wheels), and the Inventing
Room.
Use simple but effective3.
costumes. Veruca Salt’s dress
should be sparkly, Violet should
wear a bright tracksuit, and the
Oompa Loompas can wear green
wigs and overalls. Keep it
affordable—thrift stores are your
friend.
Focus on sound and music. The4.
kids script usually comes with a
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backing track CD or digital audio.
Ensure your playback system is
reliable. Rehearse with the tracks
from day one to help actors feel
the tempo.
Encourage character work. For5.
young actors, understanding
motivation can be tricky. Hold a
“character day” where each child
describes their character’s favorite
food, biggest fear, and dream. This
builds empathy and makes
performances more authentic.
Plan for quick changes. Multiple6.
roles may require fast costume
switches. Assign a parent
volunteer backstage to help with
changes. Use velcro closures for
easy dressing.
Record a rehearsal to review.7.
Children learn from watching
themselves. A video of a full run-
through helps them see where
they can improve pacing,
projections, and blocking.

Educational
Benefits of Using
the Willy Wonka
Kids Script
Beyond  the  sheer  fun,  this  script  offers
valuable  learning  opportunities  across
the curriculum.

Literacy and language skills:
Memorizing lines builds vocabulary
and comprehension. Students
analyze dialogue to deliver it with
proper emotion.
Teamwork and
social‑emotional learning:

Theater requires collaboration.
Students learn to support one
another, listen, and follow
direction.
Creative problem‑solving:
When a prop breaks or someone
forgets a line, students
improvise—a skill that serves them
in all life situations.
Self‑confidence: Stepping onto a
stage and hearing applause is a
powerful boost for self‑esteem.
The Willy Wonka Kids Script is
especially forgiving; mistakes
become part of the charm.
Cultural literacy: Roald Dahl’s
story is a classic. Engaging with
the script introduces children to
themes of greed, kindness,
imagination, and the dangers of
overindulgence—discussions that
can extend into classroom lessons.

Finding and
Licensing the
Script
To legally produce the Willy Wonka Kids
Script,  you must obtain a performance
license  from  the  rights  holder.  Music
Theatre  International  (MTI)  is  the
primary licensor for the Broadway Junior
collection.  Schools  and  non‑profit
theaters  can  apply  online,  and  the
license  typically  includes  the  script,
piano/vocal  score,  choreography notes,
and an accompaniment recording. Prices
vary by the number of performances and
expected  audience  size.  Avoid  using
unauthorized  photocopies  or  free
downloads—they violate copyright laws
and deny royalties to the creators. Plus,
the  official  package  comes  with
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invaluable  resources  like  director’s
guides  and  prop  lists.

Sample Scene
Walkthrough:
The Chocolate
Room
Let’s  look at  a  typical  scene from the
Willy Wonka Kids Script to understand its
structure.  In  the  “Chocolate  Room”
section, Wonka introduces his visitors to
a river  of  chocolate,  edible grass,  and
giant  mushrooms.  The  script’s  stage
direction might read:
(The  l ights  come  up  on  a  magical
landscape. A river of brown fabric and
blue  lights  flows  across  the  stage.
Oompa  Loompas  are  working.)
WILLY WONKA: Everything in this room is
edible!  Even  I  am  edible—but  that  is
called  cannibalism,  my  dear  children,
and  is  in  fact  frowned  upon  in  most
societies.
The  humor  is  intact  despite  the
simplification.  Charlie  and  Grandpa  Joe
marvel,  while  the  other  chi ldren
misbehave—Augustus tries to drink from
the  river.  The  scene  ends  with  the  first
Oompa  Loompa  song  foretel l ing
Augustus’s fate.  In the kids script,  the
transition  to  the  next  scene  is  quick,
often with a blackout and a narrator line.
This  scene  alone  teaches  timing:  the
dramatic pause after Wonka’s joke, the
physical  comedy  of  Augustus  slipping,
and  the  ensemble’s  unified  song
movement. It is a microcosm of why the
Willy Wonka Kids Script works so well for
young actors.

Common
Challenges and
How to
Overcome Them
No production is without hurdles.  Here
are frequent issues directors face with
the Willy Wonka Kids Script and practical
solutions.

Lost lines or mumbling:
Younger children sometimes speak
too softly. Rule: “If you can’t see
the back row, you’re not loud
enough.” Use projection exercises
like “Annie, are you OK?” to build
voice strength.
Nervousness on stage:
Implement a “buddy system”
where an offstage student
whispers a forgotten line. Or use a
prompter with a script in the
wings.
Set changes taking too long:
The kids script runs quickly; keep
the scene changes fluid. Use
rolling set pieces or black‑clad
stagehands (the “crew” can even
be dressed as Oompa Loompas to
add charm).
Boredom with repetition:
Rehearsals can become tedious.
Break up the monotony with
theater games like “Zip, Zap, Zop”
or “Whoosh” to keep energy high.
Costume malfunctions: Always
have a sewing kit, safety pins, and
backup accessories. Check
costumes before every show.
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Beyond the
Stage: Extending
the Script into

Classroom
Activities
The Willy Wonka Kids Script can be more
than just a performance—it can anchor
an entire unit of study.


