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THE ULTIMATE MARKSMEN: WHO HOLDS THE MOST
SNIPER KILLS IN HISTORY?

Most Sniper Kills In History

Throughout the annals of modern warfare, few figures command
as much respect, fear, and fascination as the sniper. Operating
alone or in small teams, these highly disciplined marksmen
possess the ability to alter the course of a battle with a single,
well-placed round. Their craft is one of patience, math, and
nerves of steel. When discussions turn to the deadliest
sharpshooters to ever take a field, one question dominates the
conversation: who recorded the most sniper kills in history?

While records are often debated due to the chaotic nature of war,
some names stand above all others. The title of the most sniper
kills in history belongs, by a wide margin, to a man who fought
in the frozen hell of the Winter War. Yet, the list of record-holders
is filled with fascinating stories of skill, survival, and national
legend. This article explores the top snipers by confirmed Kkills,
the men who chased them, and the context that allowed these
remarkable numbers to be achieved.

THE UNDISPUTED KING: SIMO HAYHA

When history asks for the name attached to the most sniper
kills in history, the answer is universally recognized as Simo
Hayha of Finland. Known to his enemies as "The White Death,"
Hayha served during the Winter War (1939-1940) between
Finland and the Soviet Union. His confirmed kill tally stands at an
astonishing 505 kills, all achieved in fewer than 100 days. This
number does not include his kills with a submachine gun, which
would push his total much higher.

How Did He Achieve Such a
High Count?

Hayha’'s success was not due to advanced technology. In fact, he
deliberately refused to use a telescopic sight. He believed that
scopes had two major disadvantages: they could glint in the sun,
revealing his position, and they were more likely to fog up or
break in the extreme cold of the Finnish winter (temperatures
often dropped to -40°F). Instead, Hayha used the standard iron
sights on his Finnish Mosin-Nagant M/28-30 rifle.

e Small stature: At 5 feet 3 inches, Hayha was short,
allowing him to build snow cover and hide effectively.

e Local knowledge: He knew the terrain intimately,
dressing entirely in white camouflage and packing snow
around his rifle to prevent muzzle flash and snow
displacement.

e Physical endurance: He kept his mouth filled with snow
to prevent his breath from fogging in the cold air, a tactic
that helped him remain invisible.

Remarkably, Hayha survived the war. In March 1940, he was shot
in the face by an explosive bullet, which blew off his upper jaw
and left cheek. He was carried from the battlefield, assumed
dead, but regained consciousness weeks later. He spent years
recovering and lived until 2002, passing away at the age of 96.

He remains the undisputed holder of the most sniper Kkills in
history by a significant margin.

THE DEADLIEST OF WORLD WAR II: EASTERN FRONT
KILLERS

While Simo Hayha holds the global record, World War Il produced
numerous candidates for the most sniper kills in history,
particularly on the brutal Eastern Front between Germany and
the Soviet Union. The environment of Stalingrad and the vast
plains of Russia created a perfect storm for sniper warfare.

lvan Sidorenko

A Red Army sniper during World War Il, Ivan Sidorenko is credited
with over 500 Kkills. Serving as a mortar man before becoming a
sniper, Sidorenko was so effective that the Soviet high command
pulled him from combat duty to train new snipers. His students
went on to accumulate thousands of kills. Unlike Hayha,
Sidorenko used a scope and often operated behind enemy lines,
calling in artillery strikes to destroy German positions.

Vasily Zaytsev

Perhaps the most famous sniper due to the film Enemy at the
Gates, Vasily Zaytsev is credited with 242 kills during the Battle
of Stalingrad. While this number is far from the record for total
kills, the context is important. Zaytsev's role extended to training
other snipers to fight in the urban ruins. Together, his training
group accounted for over 3,000 kills. The famous duel with
German sniper Heinz Thorvald (whose existence is debated)
cemented Zaytsev's legacy, but his kill count alone does not
place him near the top of the most sniper Kkills in history list.

Mikhail Surkov

Even less known than Sidorenko, Mikhail Surkov of the Soviet
Union is recorded to have achieved 702 kills. However, this
number is disputed by many historians. Some argue that Soviet
propaganda inflated sniper counts to boost morale. Regardless, if
Surkov's numbers are accurate, he would technically hold the
most sniper kills in history, surpassing even Hayha.
Unfortunately, the lack of rigorous documentation from the Red
Army during the chaos of 1941-1945 means Surkov's record is
often considered "unofficial."

MODERN SNIPERS AND THE LONGEST DISTANCE
RECORDS

In the 21st century, the concept of the most sniper Kkills in
history has shifted. Modern warfare in the Middle East has
produced snipers with high counts, but the focus has also moved
to extreme range. Technology now allows snipers to engage
targets at distances unheard of in 1940.

Chris Kyle: The American
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Legend

Chris Kyle, a U.S. Navy SEAL, is the deadliest sniper in American
military history. His confirmed kill count stands at 160 Kkills
during the Irag War (2003-2009). This number, while less than
half of the Eastern Front snipers, is remarkably high for a modern
conflict where rules of engagement are strict and battles are
decentralized.

Kyle's memoir, American Sniper, details his four tours of duty. He
was famous for his ability to "watch over" Marine infantry units,
preventing ambushes and clearing rooftops. His longest
confirmed kill was shot from 2,100 yards (1,920 meters) in 2008.
While Kyle holds the title for most sniper kills in history for the
U.S. military, he ranks lower on the global list compared to his
World War Il counterparts.

Canadian Snipers: The
Current Record Holders for
Distance

While not killing as many individuals, modern snipers have
shattered distance records. A Canadian sniper, Corporal Rob
Furlong, held the record for the longest confirmed kill for years at
2,430 meters (2002). He was later surpassed by his fellow
Canadian, Master Corporal Aaron Perry, who killed an insurgent at
3,540 meters in 2017. Although their kill counts are low (single
digits), their precision and skill are beyond question.

Adi Avitan and the Modern
Israeli Record

Israeli snipers have also been highly effective in urban counter-
terror operations. While individual confirmed kills are classified,
reports indicate that some Israeli snipers have exceeded 100 kills
during the ongoing conflicts in Gaza and Lebanon. However,
these numbers are rarely officially confirmed, making it difficult
to rank them against historical figures.

THE MOST SNIPER KILLS IN HISTORY BY CONFLICT

To understand the most sniper kills in history, we must look at
the wars themselves. Some conflicts naturally produced more
opportunities for snipers than others.

The Winter War
(1939-1940)

This conflict produced Simo Hayha (505 kills). The small size of
the Finnish army and the slow, exposed nature of Soviet columns
allowed for a high kill rate.

World War [l (1939-1945)

The Soviet Union fielded hundreds of thousands of snipers. By
some estimates, Soviet snipers accounted for over 200,000
German soldiers. Besides Sidorenko (500+) and Surkov (702),
other notable names include:

¢ Nikolai Galushkin: 418 kills

e Fyodor Okhlopkov: 429 kills
e Lyudmila Pavlichenko: 309 kills (female sniper -
discussed below)

The Korean War
(1950-1953)

Sniping was less prominent here, but legendary USMC sniper
Carlos Hathcock began his career in Vietnam, not Korea. The
Korean conflict produced Sergeant Zhang Taofang of China, who
is credited with 214 kills in 32 days using a standard issue
Mosin-Nagant with iron sights. This is considered an extraordinary
feat, though well short of the overall record.

The Vietham War
(1955-1975)

Carlos Hathcock is the famous name here, with 93 confirmed
kills. His record for the longest kill at 2,286 yards (using a .50
caliber machine gun) stood for 35 years. While 93 kills is modest
compared to WW2, the combat environment was dense jungle,
and targets were fleeting.

FEMALE SNIPERS: LYUDMILA PAVLICHENKO

No discussion of the most sniper kills in history is complete
without mentioning Lyudmila Pavlichenko of the Soviet Union.
Known as "Lady Death," she recorded 309 confirmed Kkills
during World War Il. This makes her the most successful female
sniper in history. She fought at the Siege of Odessa and the
Battle of Sevastopol. After being wounded, she toured the United
States and Canada, rallying support for the Allied cause.

Her record stands as a testament to the fact that the title of the
most sniper kills in history is not exclusive to men. She
remains a national hero in Ukraine and Russia.

DEBATE AND VERIFICATION OF SNIPER KILLS

It is important to understand that verifying the most sniper kills
in history is an inexact science. In World War Il, the Soviet Union
often required a second witness or an officer to confirm a Kkill.
Many kills were claimed but not officially recorded due to the
chaos of battle. Western records tend to be more conservative,
often requiring the recovery of a body or a weapon.

In modern conflicts like Iraq and Afghanistan, kills are often
recorded via video from drones or aircraft, making them easier to
verify. However, the rules of engagement are stricter. A sniper
cannot simply shoot anyone; they must be an active combatant.
This limits the number of kills possible compared to the desperate
battles of the 1940s where no quarter was asked or given.

The Problem with
"Unconfirmed" Records

Several German snipers, such as Matthias Hetzenauer (345
kills) and Sepp Allerberger (257 kills), were highly effective on
the Eastern Front. Some German records claim higher numbers,
but these are often missing or destroyed. The most sniper kills
in history remains firmly in the hands of Simo Hayha because
his record is exceptionally well-documented by Finnish military
archives.
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CONCLUSION

When searching for the most sniper kills in history, the
evidence points overwhelmingly to Simo Hayha of Finland. His
505 confirmed kills, achieved in the grueling conditions of the
Winter War, remain the gold standard of marksmanship. While
others like Mikhail Surkov or Ivan Sidorenko may have claimed
higher numbers, the reliability of Hayha’'s official record, paired

with his incredible survival story, secures his legacy.

However, the most sniper Kkills in history is not just a number.
It is a story of context. Hayha fought for the survival of his small
nation. Zaytsev fought for the soul of Stalingrad. Kyle fought to
protect his fellow Marines. Each of these men, in their own way,
defined the art of the sniper. Whether you measure by confirmed
kills, distance



