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UNDERSTANDING THE HONDA MANUAL DTC FAULT CODES LIST: A COMPLETE
GUIDE

Modern  Honda  vehicles  are  engineered  with  sophisticated  onboard  diagnostic  systems  that
continuously  monitor  the performance of  critical  components.  When a malfunction occurs,  the
system generates a Diagnostic Trouble Code (DTC) that helps mechanics and owners identify the
issue. Having access to a Honda Manual DTC Fault Codes List is essential for anyone who wants
to understand what their car is trying to communicate. Whether you are a DIY enthusiast or a
professional  technician, learning how to interpret these codes can save you time, money, and
unnecessary guesswork.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of Honda DTC codes, explains how to read them,
lists some of the most common fault codes, and offers practical advice for troubleshooting. By the
end, you will have a solid foundation for diagnosing problems in your Honda using the fault code
system.

WHAT ARE DTC CODES IN HONDA VEHICLES?

Diagnostic Trouble Codes, commonly abbreviated as DTC, are alphanumeric codes generated by
your  Honda’s  Engine  Control  Unit  (ECU)  or  Powertrain  Control  Module  (PCM).  These  codes
correspond  to  specific  malfunctions  detected  in  systems  such  as  the  engine,  transmission,
emissions, or braking components. The Honda Manual DTC Fault Codes List is a reference that
maps each code to a particular issue, allowing for efficient diagnosis and repair.
The  first  generation  of  onboard  diagnostics,  known  as  OBD-I,  was  used  in  Honda  vehicles
manufactured before 1996. These systems used simpler codes and required a special connector or
jumper wire to retrieve them. Starting in 1996, Honda adopted the OBD-II standard, which provides
standardized codes across all  vehicle  manufacturers.  However,  Honda also uses manufacturer-
specific codes that go beyond the generic OBD-II list, making the Honda-specific fault code manual
an indispensable resource.

The Difference Between Generic and

Honda-Specific DTC Codes
OBD-II  codes  are  divided  into  two  main  categories:  generic  (P0xxx)  and  manufacturer-specific
(P1xxx). Generic codes apply to all vehicles that comply with the OBD-II standard. For example, a
P0420 code universally  indicates  a  catalyst  system efficiency below threshold.  In  contrast,  Honda-
specific  codes,  such  as  P1456  or  P2646,  relate  to  systems  unique  to  Honda  vehicles,  such  as  the
Evaporative Emission Control (EVAP) system or Variable Valve Timing and Lift Electronic Control
(VTEC).
A reliable Honda Manual DTC Fault Codes List  will  include both generic and manufacturer-
specific  codes,  along  with  detailed  descriptions  of  the  symptoms,  probable  causes,  and
recommended  diagnostic  steps.

HOW TO RETRIEVE DTC CODES FROM A HONDA VEHICLE

Before you can use the fault codes list, you need to retrieve the codes from your vehicle. The
method depends on whether your Honda uses the older OBD-I system or the newer OBD-II standard.

Retrieving OBD-I Codes (Pre-1996 Honda
Models)
For Honda models manufactured before 1996, you can retrieve DTC codes without a scan tool.
Locate the diagnostic connector under the dashboard, typically a two-pin or three-pin connector.
Using a jumper wire, connect the two terminals and turn the ignition to the ON position (do not start
the engine). The check engine light will flash in a sequence that corresponds to the fault code. For
example,  one  long  flash  followed  by  two  short  flashes  indicates  code  12.  You  can  then  cross-
reference this number with your Honda Manual DTC Fault Codes List to determine the problem.

Retrieving OBD-II Codes (1996 and Newer
Honda Models)
For newer Honda vehicles, an OBD-II scan tool is required. These tools are widely available and
range from basic code readers to advanced diagnostic scanners. Simply plug the device into the
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OBD-II  port,  usually  located  under  the  dashboard  near  the  steering  column,  and  follow  the
instructions to read the codes. Once you have the code, consult the Honda Manual DTC Fault
Codes List to interpret its meaning.
Some modern Honda models also allow code retrieval through the vehicle’s infotainment screen or a
smartphone app when paired with a Bluetooth OBD-II  adapter.  However,  the manual  code list
remains the most authoritative source for accurate diagnosis.

COMMON HONDA DTC FAULT CODES AND THEIR MEANINGS

The following are some of the most frequently encountered codes in the Honda Manual DTC Fault
Codes List. Familiarizing yourself with these can help you quickly identify common issues.

P0420 – Catalyst System Efficiency Below
Threshold
This is one of the most common codes across all vehicles, including Honda. It indicates that the
catalytic converter is not functioning as efficiently as required, often due to age, contamination, or
an oxygen sensor failure. While a bad catalytic converter may need replacement, sometimes a
faulty oxygen sensor or an exhaust leak can trigger this code.

P1456 – Evaporative Emission Control
System Leak Detected (Fuel Tank)
This Honda-specific code points to a leak in the EVAP system, usually near the fuel tank. Common
causes include a loose or defective gas cap, a cracked EVAP hose, or a faulty fuel tank pressure
sensor. Before replacing expensive components, always check that the gas cap is tightly secured.

P2646 – Rocker Arm Actuator System
Performance or Stuck Off (Bank 1)
This code relates to Honda’s VTEC system. It indicates that the rocker arm oil pressure switch is not
receiving adequate pressure, which prevents the VTEC system from engaging properly. Low engine
oil level, dirty oil, or a faulty oil pressure switch are common culprits. Regular oil changes are critical
for preventing this issue.

P1298 – Electric Load Detector (ELD)
Circuit High Voltage
Honda vehicles use an Electric Load Detector to monitor the electrical load on the charging system.
A P1298 code suggests that the ELD circuit voltage is too high, which can cause erratic charging or
electrical component failures. The ELD unit itself or a wiring issue is often the cause.

P0301 to P0304 – Cylinder Misfire
Detected
These  codes  indicate  a  misfire  in  a  specific  cylinder.  For  example,  P0301  means  cylinder  1  is
misfiring.  Causes  include  worn  spark  plugs,  faulty  ignition  coils,  fuel  injector  problems,  or  low
compression. A misfire can lead to poor fuel economy, rough idling, and catalytic converter damage
if not addressed promptly.

P0135 – Oxygen Sensor Heater Circuit
Malfunction (Bank 1, Sensor 1)
This code indicates that the heating element inside the upstream oxygen sensor is not working. The
heater helps the sensor reach operating temperature quickly, reducing emissions during cold starts.
A faulty sensor or a blown fuse is the usual cause.

HOW TO USE THE HONDA MANUAL DTC FAULT CODES LIST EFFECTIVELY

Simply  reading  a  code  is  only  the  first  step.  To  use  the  Honda  Manual  DTC  Fault  Codes  List
effectively, follow these best practices:

Record all codes – Do not clear the codes immediately. Write down every code present,1.
including pending and historical codes.
Look for patterns – A single code may point to one issue, but multiple codes often tell a2.
bigger story. For example, a misfire code combined with a rich fuel trim code may indicate a
vacuum leak.
Check Technical Service Bulletins (TSBs) – Honda regularly publishes TSBs for known3.
issues. Some DTCs have specific repair procedures that differ from generic diagnostics.
Verify the repair – After performing a repair, clear the codes and take the vehicle for a test4.
drive to ensure the code does not return.
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COMMON MISTAKES WHEN INTERPRETING HONDA DTC CODES

Even experienced mechanics can make errors when diagnosing from a Honda Manual DTC Fault
Codes List. Here are pitfalls to avoid:

Replacing parts prematurely – A code tells you where the system detected a problem, not
necessarily which part is defective. For instance, a P0420 code might lead you to replace the
catalytic converter, but the root cause could be a slow oxygen sensor or an exhaust leak.
Ignoring pending codes – A pending code means the system detected an intermittent issue
that has not yet met the criteria for a confirmed fault. These can be early warnings of
developing problems.
Clearing codes without diagnosis – Erasing codes without understanding the cause is like
removing a warning light without fixing the issue. The problem will likely return.
Using an outdated code list – The Honda Manual DTC Fault Codes List is updated
periodically as new models are released. Always use a current list for your specific vehicle
year.

TOOLS THAT COMPLEMENT THE HONDA DTC FAULT CODES LIST

While the manual code list is invaluable, combining it with the right tools enhances your diagnostic
accuracy:

OBD-II scan tool with live data – Live data allows you to see sensor readings in real time,
helping you identify intermittent problems.
Digital multimeter – Essential for testing electrical circuits, sensors, and actuators
mentioned in the code descriptions.
Honda factory service manual – The factory manual provides wiring diagrams, component
locations, and detailed diagnostic procedures that complement the fault codes list.
Vacuum gauge and smoke machine – Useful for diagnosing EVAP system leaks and
vacuum-related codes.

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE TO AVOID DTC FAULT CODES

Many Honda DTC codes can be prevented with routine maintenance. Following the manufacturer’s

service schedule reduces the likelihood of common fault codes:

Regular oil changes – Using high-quality oil and replacing it on time prevents VTEC-related
codes like P2646.
Spark plug and ignition coil replacement – Worn spark plugs are a leading cause of
misfire codes. Replace them at the recommended interval.
Fuel system cleaning – Carbon buildup can affect fuel injectors and oxygen sensors. Periodic
cleaning helps maintain efficiency.
Gas cap inspection – A loose or damaged gas cap is one of the most common triggers for
EVAP codes. Ensure it seals properly.

WHEN TO SEEK PROFESSIONAL HELP

While the Honda Manual DTC Fault Codes List is a powerful resource for diagnosing issues, some
problems require specialized knowledge and equipment.  If  you encounter  any of  the following
situations, consider consulting a certified Honda technician:

Multiple codes that seem unrelated
Intermittent issues that are difficult to reproduce
Electrical problems involving the ECU or PCM
Transmission-related codes
Codes that return after repeated repair attempts

Professional technicians have access to advanced diagnostic tools, factory-level scan tools, and
experience with common Honda issues that may not be fully captured in a generic code list.

CONCLUSION

The Honda Manual DTC Fault Codes List is an essential reference for anyone who owns or works
on Honda vehicles. Whether you are dealing with a check engine light, a transmission issue, or an
emissions problem, understanding the fault codes can guide you toward an accurate diagnosis and
efficient  repair.  By  learning  how  to  retrieve  codes,  interpret  them  correctly,  and  avoid  common
diagnostic mistakes, you can take control of your vehicle’s maintenance and avoid unnecessary
expenses. Remember that the fault code is a starting point, not the final answer. Combine the code
list with thorough testing, quality tools, and a systematic approach to achieve the best results.


