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UNDERSTANDING THE JOHN AND
KEN VOTING GUIDE: A DEEP DIVE
INTO ITS INFLUENCE AND UTILITY

For  millions  of  Southern  California
listeners, the voices of John Kobylt and
Ken  Chiampou  have  been  a  staple  of
afternoon radio for decades. Their show
on KFI AM 640, "The John & Ken Show,"
is  known  for  its  provocative,  often
conservative commentary on local  and
state politics. However, one of their most
anticipated  annual  offerings  is  the  John
and Ken Voting Guide.  This guide is
more than just a list of endorsements; it
is  a  tool  that  many  voters  use  to
navigate the often complex and lengthy
ballots  in  California  elections.  In  this
article, we will explore what the John and
Ken Voting Guide is, how it is created, its
impact on voters, and how you can use it
effectively  without  losing  sight  of  your
own  research.

The Origins and
Purpose of the
John and Ken
Voting Guide
The John and Ken Voting Guide emerged
from  the  show’s  long-stand ing
commitment to engaging listeners in the
political  process.  John  and  Ken  have

always encouraged their audience to be
informed  voters,  and  they  recognized
that  many  people  find  it  challenging  to
research  every  cand idate  and
proposition  on  a  ballot.  California
elections are notorious for having dozens
of  statewide  proposit ions,  local
measures, and a multitude of candidates
for  down-ballot  offices.  The  guide  was
designed  to  simplify  this  process  by
prov id ing  c lea r ,  no -nonsense
recommendations  based  on  the  hosts'
political philosophy.
The  guide  is  typically  released  a  few
weeks  before  Election  Day  and  is
available on the KFI website, as well as
being discussed extensively on the air. It
covers  everything  from  gubernatorial
races  and  U.S.  Senate  contests  to
obscure  judgeships  and  local  school
board  seats.  The  hosts  bring  their
trademark bluntness to the task, often
labeling  candidates  and  measures  as
"good"  or  "bad"  based  on  the i r
alignment  with  limited  government,
fiscal  responsibility,  and  traditional
v a l u e s .  W h i l e  t h e  g u i d e  i s
unapologetically  partisan  from  a
conservative  perspective,  it  also
sometimes  surprises  listeners  by
endorsing  a  Democrat  if  the  hosts
believe  that  candidate  is  the  most
honest  or  effective  choice.

How the John

https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/


2

2 John And Ken Voting Guide 2026-07-22

and Ken Voting
Guide Is

Developed
Creating the John and Ken Voting Guide
is not a casual process. John and Ken,
along with their producer and research
team, spend considerable time reviewing
candidate  records,  ballot  measure
language,  and  independent  analyses.
They often rely on their own decades of
experience  covering  California  politics,
as  well  as  input  from trusted  sources
such as the California Republican Party,
taxpayer  advocacy  groups,  and  law
enforcement  organizations.  The  hosts
also take direct calls from listeners who
share local knowledge about candidates
in smaller races, which can influence the
final recommendations.
One of the unique aspects of the guide is
its  focus  on  propensity  to vote  and
electoral  strategy.  John  and  Ken
sometimes  recommend  voting  against
incumbents  they  view  as  ineffective,
even if  the challenger is less polished.
They also pay close attention to judicial
retention elections,  which many voters
ignore.  Their  reasoning  is  that  judges
who have made decisions that expand
government power or restrict individual
rights should be voted out. Similarly, for
ballot propositions, they break down the
complex fiscal  impacts  and often advise
a "no" vote on measures that increase
taxes or create new bureaucracies.
The  final  guide  is  presented  in  a
straightforward  format:  a  list  of  races
with  the  host 's  pick,  sometimes
accompanied by a brief explanation. On
air,  they  will  spend  entire  segments
defending  their  choices  and  debating

callers who disagree. This transparency
helps listeners understand the reasoning
behind each endorsement, which builds
trust and credibility.

The Impact of
the John and Ken
Voting Guide on
California
Elections
The John and Ken Voting Guide carries
significant  weight,  especially  among
their core audience of conservative and
moderate voters in the Los Angeles area.
While  it  is  difficult  to  measure  exactly
how  many  people  follow  the  guide,
anecdotal  evidence  and  occasional
polling suggest that it influences tens of
thousands of votes, particularly in low-
information races.  Local  candidates for
city  council,  school  board,  and  county
supervisor  often  actively  seek  the
endorsement of John and Ken because
they know it can provide a crucial boost
in name recognition.
However,  the  guide  is  not  without  its
critics. Some argue that it oversimplifies
complex issues and encourages a knee-
jerk partisan vote rather than thoughtful
consideration.  Opponents  of  the  hosts'
political  views  dismiss  the  guide  as  a
tool  for  spreading  conservative  talking
points.  But  supporters  counter  that  it
serves an essential role in a state where
many voters  feel  overwhelmed by  the
sheer volume of decisions. By offering a
curated list, the guide helps people who
might otherwise skip down-ballot races
entirely to cast an informed vote.
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It is also worth noting that the John and
Ken Voting Guide has sometimes been
w r o n g  i n  i t s  p r e d i c t i o n s  o r
endorsements.  Like  any  pundit,  the
hosts  have  backed  candidates  who
turned  out  to  be  disappointing  in  office.
Yet, they are quick to admit mistakes on
a i r  a n d  a d j u s t  t h e i r  f u t u r e
recommendations  accordingly.  This
humility,  coupled with  their  long track
record, keeps listeners coming back.

How to Use the
John and Ken
Voting Guide
Responsibly
If you are considering using the John and
Ken Voting Guide, there are several best
practices to ensure you are making truly
informed decisions. First, treat the guide
as  a  starting  point,  not  a  final  verdict.
Read  the  ac tua l  t ex t  o f  ba l l o t
propositions,  visit  candidate  websites,
and look for nonpartisan resources like
the California Secretary of State’s official
voter  guide  or  the  League  of  Women
Voters’ online tool. The hosts themselves
often encourage listeners to do their own
homework,  especially  on  local  races
where they cannot have deep knowledge
of every micro-community.
Second, understand the political bias of
the  guide.  John  and  Ken  are  openly
conservative, so their endorsements will
naturally favor Republicans and limited-
government  positions.  If  you  are  a
Democrat or a left-leaning independent,
the  guide  may  st i l l  be  useful  for
identifying  races  where  the  hosts’
analysis  of  a  candidate’s  competence

overlaps with your values. Conversely, if
you are a strong conservative, you might
find  the  guide  aligns  well  with  your
views, but you should still verify that the
recommended candidates are not flawed
in ways that matter to you.
Third,  pay  attention  to  the  guide’s
treatment of ballot measures. John and
Ken often oppose new taxes and new
bond  measures,  but  they  sometimes
support  well-crafted  reforms.  For
example,  they  have  endorsed  prison
r e f o r m  m e a s u r e s  a n d  c e r t a i n
transparency  initiatives.  The  key  is  to
listen  to  their  reasoning  and  see  if  it
holds up against your own research. If a
proposition  is  endorsed  by  a  wide
c o a l i t i o n  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  b o t h
conservatives  and  progressives,  it  is
likely  a  sound  policy.

Alternatives and
Complementary
Resources
The John and Ken Voting  Guide  is  far
from the only voter guide available. For
a more balanced perspective,  you can
consult  the  California  Chamber  of
Commerce  guide,  which  focuses  on
business-friendly  measures,  or  the
California  Teachers  Association
guide,  which  prioritizes  education
funding.  The ACLU of California  also
publishes a guide on criminal justice and
civil  liberties  issues.  By  comparing
recommendations from multiple sources,
you  can  ident i fy  where  there  is
consensus  and  where  there  is  deep
partisan division.
Another  exce l l en t  resource  i s
Ballotpedia,  a  nonpartisan  online
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encyclopedia  that  provides  detailed
information  on  every  candidate  and
measure,  including  campaign  finance
data  and  endorsements.  Similarly,
Vote411.org,  run  by  the  League  of
Women Voters, allows you to enter your
address  and  see  a  personalized  ballot
with candidate responses to questions.
These tools can help you go beyond the
John and Ken Voting  Guide  and make
decisions that are truly your own.
Moreover,  many  local  newspapers  and
pub l i c  rad io  s ta t i ons  p roduce
e n d o r s e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  w o r t h
considering.  The  Los  Angeles  Times
editorial  board,  for  instance,  offers  a
progressive counterbalance to John and
Ken’s  conservatism.  Reading  both  can
g ive  you  a  fu l le r  p ic ture  o f  the
arguments  on  each  side.

The Role of Talk
Radio in Modern
Voting Behavior
The  John  and  Ken  Voting  Guide  is  a
prime  example  of  how  talk  radio
continues to shape political engagement.
In an era of social media echo chambers
and  algorithm-driven  newsfeeds,  the
personal connection that hosts like John
and  Ken  build  with  their  audience  is
powerful. Listeners feel they "know" the
hosts, and therefore trust their judgment
in a way they might not trust a faceless
website.  This trust translates into real-
world  action:  showing  up  to  vote  and
casting  a  ballot  that  reflects  the  host’s
guidance.
However,  the  influence  of  talk  radio  is
not  uniform.  It  tends  to  be  strongest
among  older,  more  established  voters

who have the time to listen during the
afternoon drive. Younger voters, who get
their  news  from  podcasts,  TikTok,  or
streaming services, are less exposed to
the guide. This demographic shift  may
change  the  guide’s  impact  over  time,
but  for  now,  it  remains  a  force  in
California elections.

Common
Criticisms and
How to Address
Them
Critics of the John and Ken Voting Guide
often  point  to  its  lack  of  nuance.  For
example, the guide might recommend a
"no"  vote  on  a  complex  water  bond
because it increases debt, but it may not
adequately  explain  the  long-term
benefits of  infrastructure investment.  To
address this,  users should always read
the  official  arguments  for  and  against  a
proposition,  which  appear  in  the  state
voter  guide  that  is  mailed  to  every
household.  A  thirty-second  radio
summary  cannot  substitute  for  that
information.
Another criticism is that the guide can be
perceived as an attempt to control the
audience’s vote. John and Ken, however,
consistently  emphasize  that  they  are
offering  an  opinion,  not  an  order.  They
frequently say, "You don't have to agree
with us, but here is what we think." This
disclaimer helps maintain the ethical line
between  advocacy  and  information.
Nevertheless, some listeners may blindly
follow the guide without thinking. That is
ultimately a personal responsibility, and
the  hosts  cannot  be  blamed  for  a
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listener’s lack of independent thought.

Conclusion
The  John  and  Ken  Voting  Guide  is  a
distinctive,  influential  tool  in  the
landscape of California elections. Rooted
in decades of  talk  radio experience,  it
provides  a  conservative-leaning
roadmap  for  voters  who  want  clear,
direct recommendations on a wide array

of  races  and  measures.  Whi le  i t
simplifies  the  voting  process,  it  is  most
valuable when used as part of a broader
research  strategy  that  includes
nonpartisan  sources,  official  ballot
materials,  and  personal  reflection.
Whether you agree with John and Ken or
not,  their  guide  serves  an  important
function: it gets people talking, thinking,
and ultimately, voting. In a democracy,
that is always a good thing.


