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INTRODUCTION: WHY SETTING YOUR CHROME
HOMEPAGE MATTERS

Your browser’'s homepage is the first thing you see every time
you open Google Chrome. It's your digital starting point, and
tailoring it to match your habits can save you time, reduce
friction, and boost your productivity. Whether you want
immediate access to a search engine, a specific news site, or a
blank page for a fresh start, learning how to set homepage on
Chrome is one of the simplest yet most impactful browser
customizations you can make. In this guide, we’ll walk you
through every method—desktop, mobile, and even using startup
pages—so you can take full control of your browsing experience.

UNDERSTANDING HOMEPAGE VS. STARTUP PAGE IN
CHROME

displays when you first launch the browser.

Many users confuse the two. By learning how to set homepage
on Chrome correctly, you can decide whether you want the
home button to take you to a specific URL, and separately, what
Chrome shows when it opens. The steps to configure each are
slightly different, and we’ll cover both.

METHOD 1: SETTING YOUR HOMEPAGE ON CHROME
(DESKTOP - WINDOWS, MAC, LINUX)

Before diving into the steps, it's important to distinguish between
two similar but distinct features in Chrome:

e« Homepage - The page that loads when you click the home
button (a small house icon) in your toolbar.
e Startup page - The page or set of pages that Chrome

Step 1: Open Chrome
Settings

Launch Google Chrome on your computer. Click the three vertical
dots in the top-right corner of the window (the Customize and
control Google Chrome menu). From the dropdown, select
Settings.
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Step 2: Navigate to the “On
startup” Section

On the left sidebar, click On startup. Here you will see three
options:

1. Open the New Tab page - Shows Chrome’s default new
tab page.

2. Continue where you left off - Reopens all tabs from your
previous session.

3. Open a specific page or set of pages - This is where
you add your desired homepage URL(s).

For most users who want a custom homepage, selecting Open a
specific page or set of pages is the right choice.

Step 3: Enable the Home
Button

Still in Settings, go to the Appearance section (you can find it on
the left sidebar or scroll down). Look for Show Home button
and toggle it on. By default, the home button shows the New Tab
page, but you can change it.

Step 4: Customise the
Homepage URL

After enabling the home button, you’ll see a text field labeled
Enter custom web address. Type the URL you want to use as
your homepage (e.g., https://www.google.com or
https://www.wikipedia.org). Click Save (or simply press Enter).

Pro tip: You can also set the homepage to show your bookmarks
bar or a blank page by typing about :blank in the address field.

Step 5: Verify the Change

Click the home icon (the house) in your toolbar. It should
instantly navigate to the URL you set. If you also want Chrome to
open that page when you start the browser, you must revisit the
“On startup” section and add the same URL under “Open a
specific page.”

METHOD 2: SETTING YOUR HOMEPAGE ON CHROME
FOR ANDROID (SMARTPHONES & TABLETS)

Chrome for Android also allows you to define a homepage,
though the interface is slightly different from the desktop version.
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Step 1: Open Chrome and
Access Settings

Tap the three-dot menu at the top-right (or bottom, depending on
your layout) and select Settings.

Step 2: Find the Homepage
Option

Scroll down to the Advanced section and tap Homepage. You
can toggle the homepage on or off.

Step 3: Choose Your
Homepage

Once toggled on, you have two choices:

e New Tab page - The default Chrome new tab.
e Enter custom web address - Type the URL of your
choice.

Select “Enter custom web address,” type your desired site, and
tap Save. Now, when you tap the home icon on the toolbar, it will
open that page.

METHOD 3: SETTING YOUR HOMEPAGE ON CHROME
FOR 10S (IPHONE & IPAD)

Apple’s i0S has its own restrictions, but Chrome for iOS still offers
a homepage in the form of a “Startup page.”

Step 1: Open Chrome
Settings

Tap the three-dot menu (bottom-right on iPhone, top-right on
iPad) and choose Settings.

Step 2: Look for “New Tab
Page” or “Homepage”

Under the “New Tab Page” section, you can choose what
appears when you open a new tab: your most visited sites,
bookmarks, or a specific page. Unfortunately, Chrome for iOS
does not have a traditional home button; the new tab page
serves as your functional homepage.

To set a custom URL, you can use bookmarks and pin them, but
for a true “homepage” experience, you may need to set your
desired page as your startup page via the “Startup” option (if
available) in Settings > On startup.




(STARTUP PAGES) IN CHROME

If you regularly use several websites - say Gmail, Google
Calendar, and a news portal - you can set Chrome to open all of
them each time you launch the browser. Here's how:

1. Go to Settings > On startup.

2. Select Open a specific page or set of pages.

3. Click Add a new page and enter the first URL. Repeat for
each page you want.

4. You can reorder or delete pages by clicking the three dots
next to each entry.

This is extremely useful for professionals who need instant access
to multiple tools.

BONUS TIPS: MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR CHROME
HOMEPAGE

Use a Blank Page for Speed

If you want Chrome to load instantly without fetching content, set
your homepage to about:blank. This is especially beneficial on
older computers or slow internet connections.

Pin TabS¥or PErSIstent™ =

Access

Instead of setting a homepage, you can right-click a tab and
select Pin. Pinned tabs remain open and take up minimal space.
When you restart Chrome, they reopen automatically (if you have
“Continue where you left off” enabled).

Set a Custom New Tab
Page

Extensions like Momentum, TabMania, or Infinity New Tab
replace Chrome’s default new tab with a personalized dashboard
containing your homepage, weather, to-do list, and more. While
technically not a “homepage,” many users treat it as such.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON HOMEPAGE ISSUES

“Chrome Keeps Changing
My Homepage”

If your homepage resets unexpectedly, it could be due to
malware, an unwanted extension, or another program overriding
your settings. Run Chrome’s Clean up computer tool (Settings
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> Reset and clean up > Clean up computer) and review your
extensions. Remove any you don’t recognize.

Home Button Not Visible

Make sure you've enabled the home button in Settings >
Appearance > Show Home button. If the button is still missing,
try disabling and re-enabling it, or restart Chrome.

Mobile Homepage Not
Saving

On Android, ensure you've actually tapped Save after entering
the URL. On iOS, remember that the “New Tab Page” acts as the
homepage; you must manually configure it. If problems persist,
clear Chrome’s app cache from your device’s settings.

Chrome Flags or Beta
Versions

If you're using Chrome Beta, Dev, or Canary, some settings may
behave differently. Stick to the stable version for the most
predictable experience.

CONVENIENCE

WHY YOU SHOULD SET A HOMEPAGE - BEYOND

Setting a homepage is not just about saving a few clicks. It's
about designing your digital environment to align with your
priorities. For example:

e Productivity - Start your work session directly in your
email or project management tool.

* Focus - Use a minimal homepage to reduce distractions.

» Habit building - Set your homepage to a site that reminds
you of a daily goal (e.g., language learning platform).

¢ Child safety - Configure a kid-friendly homepage on a
shared device.

Knowing how to set homepage on Chrome empowers you to
take control of your browsing habits rather than letting default
pages dictate your flow.

CONCLUSION

Whether you’'re using Chrome on a Windows PC, Mac, Android
phone, or iPhone, the ability to customize your homepage is a
small but powerful feature. From the classic method of enabling
the home button and entering a custom URL to using multiple
startup pages for a multi-tasking workflow, Chrome offers flexible
options for every user. We've covered step-by-step instructions
for all platforms, common pitfalls, and extra tips to refine your
setup. Now that you understand how to set homepage on
Chrome, take a few minutes to apply what you've learned. Your
future self will thank you every time you open the browser.



