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INTRODUCTION TO
THE PDMS-2 AND
THE VALUE OF THE
SCORING MANUAL

T h e  P e a b o d y
Developmental  Motor
Scales,  Second Edition
(PDMS-2)  remains  one
of  the  most  trusted
tools  for  assessing
motor  development  in
children  from  birth
through 5 years of age.
O c c u p a t i o n a l
therapists,  physical
the rap i s t s ,  ea r l y
i n t e r v e n t i o n
s p e c i a l i s t s ,  a n d
educators  rely  on  the
PDMS-2  to  evaluate
fine  motor,  gross

motor, and total motor
abilities.  However,
administer ing  the
assessment is only half
o f  t h e  p r o c e s s ;
accurate  scoring  and
interpretation  are  just
as  critical.  With  the
shift  toward  digital
r e s o u r c e s ,  m a n y
professionals  now
search  for  a  Pdms 2
Scor ing  Manua l
Online  to  streamline
their  workflow,  reduce
errors, and access up-
to-date  normative
data .  Th is  a r t i c le
explores  everything
you  need  to  know
a b o u t  u s i n g  t h e
PDMS-2 scoring manual
o n l i n e ,  f r o m
understanding  i ts
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structure  to  applying
best  pract ices  for
reliable  results.

WHAT IS THE
PDMS-2
ASSESSMENT?

T h e  P D M S - 2  i s  a
s t a n d a r d i z e d
a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t
m e a s u r e s  m o t o r
development  across
three  composites:
Gross  Motor  Quotient,
Fine  Motor  Quotient,
a n d  T o t a l  M o t o r
Quotient. It includes six
subtests:  Reflexes,
S t a t i o n a r y ,
Locomotion,  Object
M a n i p u l a t i o n ,
Grasping,  and  Visual-
Motor Integration. Each
subtest  contains  age-
appropriate items that
are scored on a three-
point  scale  (0,  1,  2)
reflecting  the  child’s
ability  to  perform  the
task.  The  raw  scores
are then converted to
percentiles,  standard

s c o r e s ,  a n d  a g e
equivalents  using  the
s c o r i n g  m a n u a l .
Traditionally,  clinicians
would  flip  through
hundreds  of  pages  of
tables,  but  now  the
Pdms  2  Sco r ing
Manual  Online  offers
a  more  efficient
alternative.

WHY THE SCORING
MANUAL IS
ESSENTIAL FOR
ACCURATE
RESULTS

Scoring  the  PDMS-2
manually  without  the
m a n u a l  i s  n e a r l y
impossible because the
conversion  tables  are
complex  and  require
precise  matching  of
raw  sco res  to  the
child’s  chronological
a g e .  T h e  m a n u a l
provides:

Normative
tables based on
a large
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standardization
sample.
Scoring criteria
for each item,
including
clarifications for
borderline
performances.
Discrepancy
analysis guides
to compare fine
and gross motor
scores.
Interpretation
guidelines for
identifying motor
delays or
strengths.

Having  the  Pdms  2
Scor ing  Manua l
Online  means  these
r e s o u r c e s  a r e
accessible on demand,
often  with  searchable
tables  and  built- in
calculators that reduce
human error.

BENEFITS OF
USING A PDMS 2

SCORING MANUAL
ONLINE

1. Instant
Access
and
Portabilit
y
Whether  you are  in  a
clinic, school, or home
sett ing,  an  onl ine
version  allows  you  to
log in from a tablet or
smartphone.  No  more
c a r r y i n g  a  h e a v y
binder  or  worrying
about  losing  pages.
The  manual  is  always
updated,  and  many
platforms  include  the
la tes t  e r ra ta  and
n o r m a t i v e  d a t a
corrections.
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2.
Reduced
Calculatio

n Errors
Manually  converting
raw scores to standard
scores  can  lead  to
transposition mistakes.
Online  scoring  tools
often  automate  the
conversion,  ensuring
that  the  correct  row
a n d  c o l u m n  a r e
m a t c h e d .  T h i s  i s
especially  helpful  for
c h i l d r e n  b o r n
prematurely  or  those
whose age falls near a
month boundary.

3.

Integrate
d
Interpreta
tion
Features
Many  digital  versions
of the PDMS-2 scoring
manual include built-in
interpretation  guides
that  highlight  whether
a score falls within the
average  range,  below
average, or indicates a
significant delay. Some
p l a t f o r m s  e v e n
generate  a  complete
r e p o r t  f o r
documentation.

4. Cost
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and Time
Savings
Purchasing  a  physical
m a n u a l  c a n  b e
e x p e n s i v e ,  a n d
shipping  may  take
w e e k s .  O n l i n e
subscriptions or single-
use licenses are often
more  affordable  and
available  immediately.
Moreover,  scoring  a
single assessment can
drop from 20 minutes
to  5  minutes  when
using  an  online  tool
integrated  with  the
manual.

HOW TO ACCESS
THE PDMS-2
SCORING MANUAL
ONLINE

Several  official  and
third-party  providers
offer online access. The
most reliable source is
the publisher’s website
( P e a r s o n

Assessments),  which
prov ides  a  d ig i ta l
version of  the manual
for  those  who  have
purchased the PDMS-2
k i t .  Some  c l in ica l
software  platforms,
such  as  Q-global  or
P e a r s o n ’ s  Q -
interactive, include the
scoring manual as part
of  a  subscr ipt ion.
Additionally,  some
u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d
research  institutions
provide limited access
through  their  library
p o r t a l s .  W h e n
searching for  a  Pdms
2  Scoring  Manual
Online,  ensure  that
the source is legitimate
and  uses  the  correct
normative  data  for
your country (e.g.,  US
norms  differ  from
C a n a d i a n  o r  U K
versions).

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO USING
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THE ONLINE
SCORING MANUAL

Step 1:
Record
Raw
Scores
Accuratel
y
Before  consulting  the
manual,  ensure  your
administration  was
correct.  Each  item  in
the  PDMS-2  booklet
has a scoring criterion.
R e c o r d  a  2  f o r
complete  mastery,  1
f o r  p a r t i a l
performance,  and  0  if
t h e  c h i l d  c a n n o t
perform the task. Sum
the raw scores for each
subtest.

Step 2:
Determin
e the
Child’s
Exact
Age
Use  the  date  of  birth
and  the  assessment
date to calculate age in
months and days. Most
online  manuals  allow
you to input the month
and year, or even the
exact  birthdate,  and
they  automatically
round according to the
manual’s rules.

Step 3:
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Enter the
Raw
Scores
into the
Online

Tool
I f  you  a re  us ing  a
ded i ca ted  on l i ne
scoring  platform,  you
will enter the raw score
for  each  subtest.  The
system  will  reference
the  Pdms 2  Scoring
Manual Online tables
and  instantly  provide
s t a n d a r d  s c o r e s
( M = 1 0 ,  S D = 3  f o r
subtests ;  M=100,
S D = 1 5  f o r
composites).

Step 4:
Review
the
Composit
e Scores
and
Percentile
s
Check the Gross Motor
Quotient,  Fine  Motor
Quotient,  and  Total
Motor  Quotient.  The
m a n u a l ’ s  o n l i n e
vers ion  typ i ca l l y
categorizes  these  as
“average,”  “below
average,”  or  “very
poor”  based  on  the
standard  deviation.
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Step 5:
Generate
a
Summary
Report
Many  online  tools  will
c r e a t e  a  p a r e n t -
friendly  report  or  a
clinical  summary.  This
c a n  i n c l u d e
discrepancy  analysis
(e.g.,  is  the  fine  motor
score  significantly
l o w e r  t h a n  g r o s s
motor?).  Save or print
the  report  for  your
records.

KEY TABLES AND
DATA IN THE
PDMS-2 SCORING
MANUAL

The Pdms 2 Scoring
M a n u a l  O n l i n e

contains several critical
tables  that  clinicians
should  understand:

Table A.1 to
A.6: Conversion
of subtest raw
scores to
standard scores
(by age group).
Table B.1 to
B.6: Composite
score
conversions (sum
of subtest
standard scores
to quotients).
Table C.1 to
C.6: Percentile
ranks for
composite
scores.
Table D.1: Age
equivalents for
subtest raw
scores.
Table E.1:
Discrepancy
comparisons
(e.g., critical
values for fine
vs. gross motor
difference).
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Having these tables in
a  searchable  online
format means you can
quickly  find  the  exact
cell  without  manual
s c a n n i n g .  S o m e
platforms  even  color-
code  cells  to  indicate
typical  vs.  delayed
performance.

COMMON
CHALLENGES
WHEN SCORING
PDMS-2 ONLINE

1.
Internet
Connectiv
ity
If  you  rely  solely  on
online  access,  ensure
you  have  a  s tab le
c o n n e c t i o n  o r
download  the  manual
as  a  PDF  in  advance.
Some  platforms  offer

offline  mode.

2. Version
Mismatch
Always verify that you
are  using  the  correct
edition of the manual.
T h e  P D M S - 2  w a s
updated  af ter  the
original  PDMS.  Using
outdated  norms  can
lead  to  inaccurate
interpretations.

3. Age
Rounding
Discrepan
cies
Different  online  tools
m a y  r o u n d  a g e
differently  (e.g.,
nearest  month  vs.
exact days). Check the
manual’s  instructions
to  ensure  consistency.
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4. Over-
Reliance
on
Automati
on
While  onl ine  tools
reduce  errors,  they
cannot  replace clinical
judgment.  A lways
double-check  unusual
scores  or  if  a  child’s
behavior during testing
was atypical.

BEST PRACTICES
FOR CLINICIANS
USING THE PDMS-2
ONLINE MANUAL

Here are practical tips
t o  m a x i m i z e  t h e
benefits  of  a  Pdms  2
Scor ing  Manua l
Online :

Familiarize1.

yourself with
the interface
before testing a
child. Practice
with a sample
case.
Keep the2.
physical item
booklet as a
backup; the
online manual
may sometimes
be temporarily
unavailable.
Document all3.
scores on a
paper record
form before
entering them
online – this
provides a
permanent
record.
Use the4.
discrepancy
analysis feature
to determine if
the child has a
specific motor
impairment.
Consult the5.
online
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manual’s
interpretation
notes for
guidance on
reporting results
to parents.

SEMANTIC
KEYWORDS FOR
SEARCH
OPTIMIZATION

When  discussing  the
Pdms  2  Sco r ing
Manual  Online,  it  is
helpful  to  naturally
include  related  terms
s u c h  a s  P D M S - 2
assessment  scoring,
d i g i t a l  m o t o r
d e v e l o p m e n t
evaluation tools, online
normative  data  for
PDMS-2 ,  pediatr ic
motor testing software,
and  early  intervention
scoring  resources .
These  variations  help
s e a r c h  e n g i n e s
understand the context
a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e
article’s  visibility  for

professionals  seeking
specific  solutions.

CONCLUSION

The PDMS-2 remains a
gold standard in motor
d e v e l o p m e n t
assessmen t ,  and
having  access  to  a
r e l i a b l e  P d m s  2
Scor ing  Manua l
O n l i n e  c a n
significantly  enhance  a
clinician’s  efficiency
and  accuracy.  From
automated conversions
t o  i n t e g r a t e d
interpretation  guides,
d ig i ta l  resources
t ransform  a  t ime-
consuming  manual
p r o c e s s  i n t o  a
streamlined  workflow.
However,  clinicians
must  remain  vigilant
a b o u t  v e r s i o n
accuracy,  proper  age
calculation,  and  the
importance  of  clinical
r e a s o n i n g .  B y
c o m b i n i n g  t h e
convenience  of  online
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tools  with  professional
expertise,  you  can
p r o v i d e  t h e  b e s t
possible  support  for
ch i l d ren ’ s  mo to r
development.  Whether
you  are  a  seasoned

therapist or a student,
embracing  the  online
scoring  manual  is  a
smart  step  toward
better  outcomes  and
more  effective
documentation.


