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INTRODUCTION TO
THE LEGEND OF
THE FIVE RINGS
RPG

For over two decades,
the  Legend  of  the
Five  Rings  RPG  has
captivated  tabletop
roleplaying  audiences
with its unique blend of
s a m u r a i  d r a m a ,
political  intrigue,  and
deep  Eastern-inspired
mythology.  Unl ike
many  fantasy  settings
that  draw  primarily
from European folklore,
this  game  immerses
players  in  the  fictional
land  of  Rokugan,  a
realm  where  honor  is

currency,  clan  loyalty
i s  l a w ,  a n d  t h e
supernatural  lurks just
b e y o n d  t h e  r i c e
paddies.  Whether  you
are a seasoned veteran
or a newcomer curious
about  samurai-themed
s to ry te l l i ng ,  t he
Legend  of  the  Five
Rings RPG offers a rich
narrative  experience
that  rewards  both
tactical  thinking  and
emotional  roleplay.
At its core, this is not a
game  about  dungeon
crawling  or  treasure
hoarding. It is a game
about  duty,  sacrifice,
and  the  weight  of  a
single  decision.  Every
swords  stroke  carries
moral  consequence.
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Every  d ip lomat i c
misstep  can  ignite  a
war. The Legend of the
F i v e  R i n g s  R P G
challenges  players  to
think  carefully  about
their  actions  because
in  Rokugan,  what  you
do  defines  who  you
are.

THE SETTING:
ROKUGAN

R o k u g a n  i s  a
sprawling,  feudal  land
inspired  by  medieval
Japan,  Ch ina,  and
Korea, yet it possesses
i t s  o w n  d i s t i n c t
identity. The empire is
ruled  by  the  divine
Emperor, a descendant
of  the  Sun  Goddess
Amaterasu,  and  is
divided  into  seven
great clans, each with
its  own  philosophy,
s t r e n g t h s ,  a n d
weaknesses .  The
Legend  of  the  Five
R ings  RPG  p laces
players squarely in the

middle of this intricate
wor ld ,  where  c lan
pol it ics,  ancestral
spirits,  and  elemental
magic shape everyday
life.

The
Seven
Great
Clans
E a c h  c l a n  i n  t h e
Legend  of  the  Five
Rings  RPG  offers  a
unique  perspective  on
h o n o r  a n d  d u t y .
Understanding  these
clans  is  essential  for
building  a  character
who  fits  naturally  into
the  world.

The Crane
Clan: Masters of
diplomacy, art,
and courtly
intrigue. They
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value beauty and
refinement
above all.
The Lion Clan:
The undisputed
military
backbone of
Rokugan. They
live and die by
the warrior code
of bushido.
The Dragon
Clan: Mystics,
monks, and
philosophers.
They seek
enlightenment
through isolation
and
introspection.
The Scorpion
Clan: Shadows,
spies, and
manipulators.
They serve the
Empire by doing
the dirty work no
one else will
admit is
necessary.
The Phoenix
Clan: Keepers of

arcane
knowledge and
elemental magic.
They are the
Empire's scholars
and sorcerers.
The Crab Clan:
Defenders of the
Kaiu Wall against
the monstrous
forces of the
Shadowlands.
They are
hardened,
pragmatic, and
relentless.
The Unicorn
Clan: Former
nomads who
returned to
Rokugan after
centuries abroad.
They bring a
different
perspective on
honor and
warfare.
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The
Shadowla
nds and
the Dark
Side of

Rokugan
No  discussion  of  the
Legend  of  the  Five
Rings RPG is complete
without mentioning the
Shadowlands.  This
corrupted  wasteland
south  o f  the  Crab
Clan's  territories  is
home  to  demons ,
undead,  and  the  dark
g o d  F u  L e n g .
Adventures  often  pit
characters  against  the
creeping  corruption  of
the  Shadowlands,
testing  their  resolve
and  their  very  souls.
The  struggle  between

light  and  darkness  is
not  just  physical  but
deeply spiritual.

CORE MECHANICS:
THE ROLL AND
KEEP SYSTEM

The Legend of the Five
R i n g s  R P G  u s e s  a
unique  dice  mechanic
known as the Roll and
Keep  system.  Players
roll  a  number  of  ten-
sided dice  determined
by  their  character's
skills  and  traits,  then
keep a subset of those
dice to determine their
to ta l  resu l t .  Th i s
sys tem  c rea tes  a
satisfying bell curve of
o u t c o m e s  w h i l e
allowing  for  dramatic
bursts  of  success  or
fa i lu re  a t  c r i t i ca l
moments.

Rings and
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Traits
Characters  are  defined
by  five  elemental
Rings:  Earth,  Water,
Fire,  Air,  and  Void.
Each Ring governs two
associated  traits.  For
e x a m p l e ,  E a r t h
governs  Stamina  and
Willpower,  while  Air
governs  Reflexes  and
Awareness. This design
ensures  that  every
c h a r a c t e r  f e e l s
balanced  and  that  no
s i n g l e  a t t r i b u t e
dominates  gameplay.
The Legend of the Five
Rings RPG emphasizes
that  a  well-rounded
samurai must cultivate
all  aspects  of  their
being.

Strife and
Honor
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
innovative  features  of

the Legend of the Five
Rings RPG is the Strife
s y s t e m .  W h e n  a
character  experiences
emotional  stress,  they
gain  Strife.  If  Strife
exceeds  a  character's
composure  threshold,
t h e y  b e c o m e
compromised,  acting
out  in  ways that  may
violate  their  honor  or
duty.  This  mechanic
beautifully  simulates
the internal pressure of
s a m u r a i  l i f e .
Additionally, the Honor
stat measures how well
a character adheres to
the bushido code. Low
honor  brings  social
penalties,  while  high
honor opens doors but
also  carries  heavier
expectations.

CHARACTER
CREATION:
BUILDING YOUR
SAMURAI

Creating a character in
the Legend of the Five
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Rings RPG is a deeply
immersive  process.
P l a y e r s  b e g i n  b y
choosing a clan, then a
family within that clan.
Each  family  provides
specific  skills  and
advantages that shape
t h e  c h a r a c t e r ' s
upbr inging.  Next ,
players select a school,
which  functions  like  a
character  class  but  is
tied  directly  to  the
clan's  traditions.

Sample
Character
Archetyp
es
The variety within the
Legend  of  the  Five
R i n g s  R P G  i s
impressive. Here are a
f e w  c o m m o n
archetypes:

The Duelist: A1.
Crane or Lion
bushi who lives
for iaijutsu, the
art of the quick
draw. Every duel
is a performance
and a test of
honor.
The Courtier: A2.
Scorpion or
Crane socialite
who bends
others to their
will through wit,
blackmail, and
charm.
The Shugenja:3.
A Phoenix or
Dragon
spellcaster who
communes with
the kami and
commands the
elements.
The Shinobi: A4.
Scorpion or
Unicorn agent
trained in
infiltration,
poison, and
sabotage.
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Regard less  o f  the
archetype ,  every
c h a r a c t e r  m u s t
consider their personal
goals ,  their  lord's
expectations,  and  the
delicate  balance  of
c lan  po l i t i cs .  The
Legend  of  the  Five
Rings RPG makes sure
that  no  character
exists in a vacuum.

RUNNING THE
GAME: TIPS FOR
GAME MASTERS

I f  you  a re  a  Game
Master  looking  to  run
the Legend of the Five
Rings RPG, you are in
f o r  a  r e w a r d i n g
challenge.  This  game
requires  a  different
mindset  than  typical
fantasy RPGs. Here are
a  f e w  e s s e n t i a l
considerations.

Emphasiz
e
Conseque
nces
E v e r y  a c t i o n  i n
Rokugan has social and
political consequences.
A  PC  who  insul ts  a
Crane  courtier  may
find  their  clan's  trade
r o u t e s  s u d d e n l y
blocked. A warrior who
shows  cowardice  in
battle may be stripped
of  the i r  rank .  The
Legend  of  the  Five
Rings  RPG  thrives  on
these  interlocking
s y s t e m s  o f
consequence.

Use the
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Intrigue
System
The  social  mechanics
are just as detailed as
the combat mechanics.
The  game  includes
structured  rules  for
courtly  encounters,
d e b a t e s ,  a n d
seduction.  Use  these
t o o l s  t o  c r e a t e
s c e n a r i o s  w h e r e
swords  stay  sheathed
and  words  become
weapons. Some of the
m o s t  m e m o r a b l e
sessions in the Legend
of the Five Rings RPG
i n v o l v e  t e n s e
negotiations  where  a
s i ng l e  s l i p  o f  t he
tongue  changes  the
course  of  history.

Balance

Honor
and
Pragmati
sm
C h a r a c t e r s  w i l l
f r e q u e n t l y  f a c e
dilemmas  where  the
honorab le  cho ice
conflicts  with  the
practical  choice.  Do
you  spare  a  defeated
enemy out of respect,
even if they will return
to  fight  you  another
day?  Do  you  break  a
promise  to  save  a
loved  one?  These
moments  define  the
emotional  core  of  the
Legend  of  the  Five
Rings  RPG.

MAGIC AND THE
KAMI

Magic in the Legend of
the Five Rings RPG is
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n o t  l i k e  t h e
spellcasting  of  other
games.  Shugenja  do
not simply learn spells;
they petition the kami,
the  spirits  of  nature
and  elements.  Each
kami has a will  and a
personality. A fire kami
may refuse to serve a
dishonorable shugenja,
while  a  water  kami
may demand a gift  in
return for its aid. This
system  makes  magic
f e e l  a l i v e  a n d
capricious,  reinforcing
the spiritual tone of the
setting.

Elementa
l Magic in
Practice
Spells are organized by
the  five  elements.
Earth  spells  focus  on
p r o t e c t i o n  a n d
endurance.  Water

s p e l l s  c o n t r o l
m o v e m e n t  a n d
emotion.  Fire  spells
deal  destruction  and
passion.  Air  spel ls
govern  illusion  and
communication.  Void
spells  are  the  rarest
and  most  powerful,
t a p p i n g  i n t o  t h e
fundamental  essence
of existence. Mastering
this  system  requires
b o t h  m e c h a n i c a l
understanding  and
roleplay  finesse.

WHY THE LEGEND
OF THE FIVE RINGS
RPG ENDURES

In a crowded market of
tabletop  RPGs,  the
Legend  of  the  Five
Rings  RPG  stands  out
for  its  commitment  to
theme.  It  is  a  game
that  asks  players  not
just "What do you do?"
but "Who are you when
everything  is  on  the
line?"  The  focus  on
honor,  duty,  and  the
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t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n
personal  desire  and
soc ia l  ob l i ga t i on
creates  stories  that
linger  long  after  the
dice are put away.
The game also benefits
f rom  a  ded i ca ted
c o m m u n i t y  a n d
extensive  support
material. From the core
rulebook  to  adventure
modules  like  Topaz
Championship  and
Courts of Stone,  there
i s  n o  s h o r t a g e  o f
content  to  explore.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
Legend  of  the  Five
R ings  set t ing  has
expanded  into  board
games,  card  games,
and novels, making it a
fully realized universe.

A Game
for

Storytelle
rs
If  you  love  character-
dr iven  narrat ives,
moral  complexity,  and
a richly detailed world,
the Legend of the Five
Rings RPG is likely the
perfect  fit  for  your
group.  I t  demands
m o r e  e m o t i o n a l
investment  than  a
typical dungeon crawl,
but  it  rewards  that
i n v e s t m e n t  w i t h
unforgettable moments
of  triumph,  tragedy,
and  redemption.

GETTING STARTED

I f  you  are  ready  to
begin  your  journey  in
the Legend of the Five
Rings  RPG,  the  best
place  to  start  is  the
core  rulebook  (Fifth
Edition is currently the
most accessible). From
there,  gather  a  group
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o f  f r i e n d s  w h o
appreciate  storytelling
and  are  w i l l ing  to
embrace  the  setting's
unique  tone.  Prepare
for  sessions  that  may
i n v o l v e  p o l i t i c a l
maneuvering one week
and a desperate battle
a g a i n s t  s h a d o w
demons  the  next.
Remember  that  the
game  is  collaborative.
The Game Master and
players together weave
a  story  that  respects
the  source  material
whi le  a l lowing  for
creative  freedom.  The
Legend  of  the  Five
Rings  RPG  is  not  a
game to be won; it is a
story to be lived.

CONCLUSION

The Legend of the Five

Rings  RPG  offers  a
depth  of  storytelling
rarely found in tabletop
gaming.  Its  fusion  of
samura i  cu l t u re ,
elemental  magic,  and
personal honor creates
a fertile ground for epic
narratives.  Whether
you are  drawn to  the
elegant  courts  of  the
C r a n e ,  t h e  s t o i c
defenses  of  the  Crab,
or  the  myster ious
temples of the Dragon,
there is a place for you
in  Rokugan.  As  you
gather  your  dice  and
prepare your character
sheet,  remember  one
thing: in the Legend of
the  Five  Rings  RPG,
your  greatest  weapon
is not your katana. It is
your  honor.  Carry  it
wisely.


