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INTRODUCTION:
REDISCOVERING
THE ALLURE OF
THE OLD TOWN
GUIDE 147 CANOE

There  is  something
profoundly  grounding
about  the  moment
your  paddle  first  slices
into  still  water.  The
silence, broken only by
the  gentle  drip  from
the  blade,  is  a  sound
that  resonates  with
anyone  who  has  ever
s o u g h t  s o l a c e  i n
nature.  For  decades,
the canoe has been the
vessel  of  choice  for
explorers, anglers, and
famil ies  looking  to

escape  the  noise  of
everyday  life.  Among
the  many  opt ions
available  today,  one
model stands out as a
t e s t a m e n t  t o
practicality,  durability,
and  timeless  design:
the  Old Town Guide
147 Canoe. This is not
just  another  plastic
boat;  it  is  a  purpose-
built machine that has
earned  its  reputation
through  countless
miles  of  river  bends
and  lake  crossings.
Whether  you  are  a
weekend  warrior  or  a
seasoned  paddler,
understanding  what
makes  th i s  canoe
special  can  help  you
decide if it deserves a
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spot on your car roof.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we will  explore
every facet of the Old
Town Guide 147, from
its  construction  and
performance  to  its
ideal  use  cases  and
maintenance.  By  the
end, you will  see why
this  vessel  remains  a
favorite  among  those
who  value  reliability
above  all  else.

A LEGACY OF
CRAFTSMANSHIP:
THE OLD TOWN
CANOE HERITAGE

Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  the  Guide
1 4 7 ,  i t  i s  w o r t h
app rec i a t i ng  the
storied  history  behind
the  name.  Old  Town
C a n o e  C o m p a n y ,
founded in 1898 in Old
Town, Maine, has been
building  watercraft  for
well  over  a  century.
What  s tar ted  as  a
s m a l l  w o r k s h o p

c r a f t i n g  w o o d e n
canvas  canoes  has
evolved  into  a  global
leader in the industry,
yet the core philosophy
h a s  r e m a i n e d
unchanged: build boats
that last. The Old Town
Guide  147  is  a  direct
descendant  of  that
tradition,  blending
modern materials with
t h e  w i s d o m  o f
generations  of  boat
builders.  When  you
purchase an Old Town
product,  you  are  not
just buying a hull; you
a re  buy ing  i n to  a
lineage  of  exploration
and  adventure.  This
heritage  is  palpable
the  moment  you  step
into the Guide 147, as
every  contour  and
c u r v e  s p e a k s  t o
decades of  refinement.
T h e  c o m p a n y ’ s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
A m e r i c a n
manufacturing  further
adds  to  its  appeal,
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ensuring that each unit
m e e t s  r i g o r o u s
standards  before  it
ever  touches  water.
This legacy alone sets
the  Guide  147  apart
from countless generic
imports  flooding  the
market  today.

UNPACKING THE
OLD TOWN GUIDE
147 CANOE: KEY
FEATURES AND
SPECIFICATIONS

To  truly  appreciate
what  the  Old  Town
Guide 147 brings to the
table,  we  must  first
look  at  the  numbers
and  features  that
define  it.  At  14  feet  7
inches  in  length,  the
Guide  147  strikes  a
de l i ca te  ba l ance
b e t w e e n
maneuverability  and
tracking.  It  is  long
e n o u g h  t o  c o v e r
distance efficiently, yet
s h o r t  e n o u g h  t o
nav igate  w ind ing

creeks and tight turns.
The beam width of 37
i n c h e s  p r o v i d e s
exceptional  init ial
stability, making it one
o f  t h e  m o s t
confidence-inspiring
canoes  for  beginners
and families. Here is a
breakdown of the core
specifications  that
make this canoe stand
out:

Length: 14 feet
7 inches
Beam: 37 inches
Depth: 13.5
inches
Weight:
Approximately
72 pounds
Capacity: 850
pounds (gear and
passengers
combined)
Material: Three-
layer
polyethylene
with UV
stabilization
Hull design:
Shallow arch with
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moderate rocker

The  weight,  while  not
ultralight, is reasonable
for a canoe of this size
and  durability  class.
You  will  not  want  to
carry it solo over long
portages,  but  two
peop le  can  eas i ly
manage  it.  The  850-
pound  capac i ty  i s
generous,  allowing  for
two adults, a child, and
a significant amount of
c a m p i n g  g e a r  o r
fishing equipment. This
makes  the  Guide  147
an excellent choice for
multi-day  trips  where
you  need  to  pack  for
c o m f o r t  w i t h o u t
w o r r y i n g  a b o u t
overloading  the  boat.
The shallow arch hull is
a  masterst roke  of
design, offering a blend
o f  p r i m a r y  a n d
secondary stability that
keeps  you  upr ight
while also allowing for
efficient paddling when
you  lean  into  turns.

The  moderate  rocker
helps  the  canoe  pivot
when  needed,  while
st i l l  t rack ing  wel l
enough for open water
crossings.  All  of  these
features come together
to create a vessel that
fee ls  p lanted  and
predictable,  which  is
exact ly  what  most
paddlers  want  from a
recreational canoe.

Material
Matters:
Three-
Layer
Polyethyl
ene
Construct
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ion
One  of  the  defining
characteristics  of  the
Old Town Guide 147 is
i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n
m a t e r i a l .  U n l i k e
expensive  Kevlar  or
fragile  fiberglass
canoes, the Guide 147
is built from three-layer
polyethylene.  This
material  is  virtually
indestructible  under
normal  use.  I t  can
withstand impacts with
rocks, logs, and gravel
bars that would shatter
a composite boat. The
o u t e r  l a y e r s  a r e
t r e a t e d  w i t h  U V
stabilizers  to  prevent
sun damage, while the
inner  layer  provides
structural  integrity.
Th is  construct ion
method  also  offers  a
degree  of  flexibility,
allowing  the  hull  to
bounce  back  f rom
m i n o r  d e n t s  a n d

deformations  rather
than  cracking.  For
anyone  who  plans  to
paddle in rocky rivers,
shallow  streams,  or
a r e a s  w i t h
u n p r e d i c t a b l e
o b s t a c l e s ,  t h i s
durability  is  a  game
changer. You can drag
the Guide 147 over  a
g r a v e l  s h o r e l i n e
without  cringing,  and
you  do  not  need  to
b a b y  i t  d u r i n g
transport. The trade-off
i s  w e i g h t ,  a s
polyethylene is heavier
t h a n  a d v a n c e d
composites,  but  for
most  recreat ional
users,  the  peace  of
mind is well worth the
extra  pounds  on  the
scale.

PERFORMANCE ON
THE WATER: HOW
THE GUIDE 147
HANDLES

Numbers  on  a  spec
sheet only tell  part  of
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the story. The real test
of any canoe is how it
feels  when  you  are
sitting in  it,  paddle in
hand,  with  a  gentle
current  carrying  you
downstream.  The  Old
Town Guide 147 excels
in several performance
areas,  making  i t  a
versatile companion for
a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
condit ions.  Let  us
e x a m i n e  h o w  i t
handles  different
scenarios:

Flatwater
Paddling
and
Lakes
On  calm  lakes  and
slow-moving rivers, the
Guide 147 shines. The
shallow arch hull tracks
surprisingly  well  for  a
boat  with  moderate

rocker,  meaning  you
can maintain a straight
course  with  minimal
corrective strokes. The
37-inch beam provides
a  stable  platform  for
casting a fishing line or
simply  enjoying  the
view.  Even with a full
load of gear, the canoe
sits  confidently  in  the
water  without  feeling
tippy.  Beginners  will
a p p r e c i a t e  h o w
forgiving the Guide 147
is when shifting weight
or reaching for a water
bottle.  The  boat  does
no t  pun i sh  m ino r
mistakes, which builds
confidence  quickly.  For
solo paddlers, kneeling
in the center or sitting
on the bow seat facing
backward  works  well,
though the canoe is at
i t s  b e s t  w i t h  t w o
people.  The  primary
stability  is  excellent,
and  the  secondary
stability—how  it  feels
when  leaned  over—is
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reassuring rather  than
alarming. You can lean
into  a  turn  without
feeling  like  you  are
about to go over, which
makes maneuvering in
t ight  spaces  more
enjoyable.

Moving
Water
and Mild
Whitewat
er
While the Guide 147 is
n o t  a  d e d i c a t e d
whitewater boat, it can
handle Class I and easy
Class  II  rapids  with
confidence.  The
moderate rocker allows
the  canoe  to  pivot
quickly  around  rocks
and obstacles, and the
durable  polyethylene
construction  means

you  do  not  have  to
panic if  you bounce off
a  submerged  boulder.
The  depth  o f  13 .5
i n c h e s  p r o v i d e s
enough  freeboard  to
keep water out in most
conditions, though you
will still get splashed in
choppier  sections.  For
famil ies  exploring
gentle  rapids  or  for
anglers  navigating
current, the Guide 147
offers  a  reassuring
sense  of  control.  It  is
not designed for steep
drops or technical runs,
b u t  f o r  t h e  v a s t
majority of recreational
paddling  situations,  it
performs  admirably.
T h e  h u l l  d e s i g n
absorbs the energy of
small  waves  without
slapping, and the boat
remains  stable  even
w h e n  y o u  a r e
maneuvering  around
obstacles.  If  you  are
looking  for  a  canoe
that can handle a bit of
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everything  without
excelling  in  any  one
extreme,  the  Guide
1 4 7  i s  a  s t r o n g
candidate.

Wind and
Waves
No canoe is perfect in
high  wind,  but  the
Guide  147  handles
breezy  condit ions
better than many of its
peers.  The  relatively
low  profile  and
moderate rocker help it
resist  being  pushed
sideways,  though  you
will still need to paddle
more  aggressively  on
the  windward  side  to
maintain your line. The
weight of the boat (72
pounds) actually helps
here,  as  heavier  hulls
are  less  affected  by
gusts  than  ultralight
canoes.  In  choppy
water, the beam width
provides  stability,  and

the  shallow  arch  hull
cuts  through  waves
rather than riding over
them. You will get wet
in sustained chop, but
the canoe will not feel
unstable or unsafe. For
coastal  paddling  or
large lakes where wind
is  a  factor,  the  Guide
147 is a reliable choice
that  will  not  let  you
down. Just be prepared
to work a little harder
on  the  paddle  when
the breeze picks up. It
is a trade-off that most
users  find  acceptable
g iven  the  overa l l
ve rsa t i l i t y  o f  the
design.

WHO IS THE OLD
TOWN GUIDE 147
FOR? IDENTIFYING
THE IDEAL USER

With  so  many  canoes
on  the  market,  it  is
important  to  know
whether  a  particular
model  fits  your
l i festy le .  The  Old
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Town  Guide  147
Canoe is designed for
a  specific  type  of
p a d d l e r ,  a n d
understanding  that
profile  will  help  you
make  an  informed
decision. This canoe is
ideal for:

Families with1.
children: The
stability and
durability make it
perfect for
introducing kids
to paddling. You
do not have to
worry about
them tipping the
boat or
damaging the
hull with careless
paddle strokes.
Anglers: The2.
850-pound
capacity allows
for tackle boxes,
rods, and even a
cooler. The
stable platform
lets you stand
carefully while

casting, and the
durable hull
handles rocky
shorelines
without issue.
Camping and3.
multi-day trips:
With ample
capacity for gear
and a forgiving
ride, the Guide
147 is a great
choice for
overnight
adventures
where you need
to bring
everything but
the kitchen sink.
First-time4.
buyers: If you
are new to
canoeing and
want a boat that
will not frustrate
you with tricky
handling or
require delicate
treatment, this is
an excellent
starting point.
General5.



10

10 Old Town Guide 147 Canoe 2023-08-01

recreational
paddlers: For
those who enjoy
a mix of lake
paddling, gentle
rivers, and
occasional
fishing, the
Guide 147 covers
all the bases
without breaking
the bank.

The  canoe  i s  l e s s
suited  for  competitive
racing,  long-distance
solo expeditions where
weight  matters,  or
serious  whitewater
r u n n i n g .  I f  y o u r
primary  goal  is  speed
or ultralight portaging,
you  would  be  better
served by a specialized
boat. However, for the
v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f
recreational users,  the
Guide  147  offers  the
best  combination  of
versatility,  durability,
and value. It is a jack-
of -a l l - t rades  that
m a s t e r s  t h e

fundamentals, which is
exact ly  what  most
paddlers  need.

COMPARING THE
GUIDE 147 TO
OTHER CANOES IN
ITS CLASS

To  put  the  Old  Town
G u i d e  1 4 7  i n
perspect ive ,  i t  i s
helpful to compare it to
other  popular  models
in the same category.
The  most  common
alternatives include the
Mad  River  Adventure
1 4 ,  t h e  W e n o n a h
Rendezvous,  and  the
Pelican  Explorer.  Here
is  how the Guide 147
stacks up:
v s .  M a d  R i v e r
Adventure  14:  The
Adventure 14 is slightly
shorter and lighter, but
i t  u s e s  a  s i m i l a r
p o l y e t h y l e n e
construct ion.  The
Guide  147  offers  a
wider beam for  better
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stability  and  a  higher
capacity.  If  you  value
s t a b i l i t y  o v e r
portability,  the  Old
Town  is  the  better
choice.  The Adventure
14 is a fine boat, but it
feels narrower and less
forgiving to beginners.
v s .  W e n o n a h
Rendezvous:  The
R e n d e z v o u s  i s
available  in  lighter
materials  l ike  Tuf-
Weave,  making  it  a
better option for those
w h o  p o r t a g e
frequently. However, it
is  also  significantly
more  expensive.  The
Guide  147  wins  on
price and durability.  If
you  do  not  need  to
carry  your  canoe  for
miles, the savings and
toughness  of  the  Old
Town  make  i t  t he
smarter  buy.
vs. Pelican Explorer:
The Pelican Explorer is

a  budget - f r iendly
option  that  is  lighter
but  also  less  durable.
The Guide 147 uses a
h i g h e r  g r a d e  o f
po lyethy lene  and
features  better  UV
stabil ization.  Over
time, the Old Town will
h o l d  u p  b e t t e r ,
especially if  you leave
it in the sun or drag it
over  rough  surfaces.
The  Pelican  is  fine  for
occasional use, but the
Guide  147  is  built  to
last for years of regular
paddling.
In  every  comparison,
the  Old  Town  Guide
147 distinguishes itself
t h r o u g h  i t s
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
stability, capacity, and
ruggedness.  It  is  not
the  l ightest  or  the
c h e a p e s t ,  b u t  i t
represents  a  value
proposition that is hard
to  beat .  When  you
factor  in


