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UNDERSTANDING
THE KUMON MATH
LEVELS GRADE
EQUIVALENT
SYSTEM

For  many  parents
seeking  supplemental
education  for  their
children,  the  Kumon
Method  stands  as  a
globally  recognized
program.  Founded  in
Japan over six decades
ago, Kumon focuses on
se l f - learn ing  and
mastery  through  a
structured,  sequential
curriculum.  However,
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  questions
parents ask is, "What is

the Kumon Math Levels
Grade  Equivalent?"
T h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s
natural—parents  want
to  know  how  the i r
chi ld's  progress  in
Kumon  al igns  with
traditional school grade
levels.  Understanding
this relationship is key
to  evaluating  your
child's  mathematical
deve lopment  and
ensuring they are on a
path toward advanced
proficiency.
This  comprehensive
guide  will  demystify
the Kumon Math levels,
provide  a  clear  grade
equivalent  framework,
and  explain  how  the
program  differs  from
s t a n d a r d  s c h o o l
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curricula. Whether you
a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g
enrolling your child or
are  already  a  Kumon
parent  seeking clarity,
this article will serve as
a valuable resource.

WHAT ARE KUMON
MATH LEVELS?

Kumon’s Math Program
is  d iv ided  in to  23
distinct levels, ranging
from  the  most  basic
pre-writing exercises to
advanced  calculus.
Unlike  a  traditional
c lassroom,  where
students  advance
based  on  age  or  the
calendar  year,  Kumon
students  progress
through  levels  based
entirely  on  mastery.
Each level is designed
t o  b u i l d  a  s t r o n g
foundation in a specific
mathematical  concept,
ensuring that no gaps
in  understanding exist
before moving to more
complex material.

T h e  l e v e l s  a r e
d e s i g n a t e d  b y
alphanumeric  codes,
start ing  at  7A  and
progressing  through
6A, 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, A,
B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J,
K, L, M, N, and O. Each
level  contains  a  set
number of worksheets,
and  students  must
achieve a near-perfect
score within a set time
limit  to  advance.  This
rigorous  standard  is
what sets Kumon apart
f r o m  m a n y  o t h e r
s u p p l e m e n t a r y
programs.

The
Foundatio
nal
Levels:
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7A
through A
The earliest levels (7A,
6A, 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, and
A)  focus  on  pre-math
skills.  These  include
count ing,  number
sequencing,  writing
numbers,  and  basic
a d d i t i o n  a n d
subtraction.  For  very
young  children,  these
levels also incorporate
fine  motor  skill
development  through
tracing  and  drawing.
The  grade  equivalent
f o r  t h e s e  l e v e l s
t y p i c a l l y  s p a n s
preschool  through
early  first  grade.  A
student  mastering
Level  A  is  generally
performing  at  a  first-
grade level in terms of
a d d i t i o n  a n d
subtraction fluency.

The
Elementa
ry Core:
Levels B
through F
Levels B, C, D, E, and F
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e
elementary school core
of  the  Kumon  Math
program. This is where
students  solidify  their
unders tand ing  o f
multiplication, division,
fractions,  decimals,
and  basic  pre-algebra
concepts.

Level B: Focuses
on multiplication
and division
facts. Grade
equivalent: 2nd
to 3rd grade.
Level C:
Introduces long



4

4 Kumon Math Levels Grade
Equivalent

2026-05-30

multiplication,
long division, and
an introduction
to fractions.
Grade
equivalent: 3rd
to 4th grade.
Level D:
Deepens work
with fractions,
including
addition,
subtraction,
multiplication,
and division of
fractions. Also
covers decimals.
Grade
equivalent: 4th
to 5th grade.
Level E: Covers
more complex
operations with
fractions and
decimals, and
introduces the
concept of
variables. Grade
equivalent: 5th
to 6th grade.
Level F: A
crucial level that

bridges
arithmetic and
algebra. It covers
order of
operations,
positive and
negative
numbers, and
solving simple
equations. Grade
equivalent: 6th
to 7th grade.
Mastery of Level
F is often
considered the
gateway to high
school
mathematics.

The Pre-
High
School
and High
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School
Levels: G
through

O
O n c e  a  s t u d e n t
reaches Level  G,  they
a r e  w o r k i n g  w i t h
mater ia l  typical ly
taught in middle school
and high school. These
levels  require abstract
thinking  and  a  solid
grasp  of  foundational
concepts.

Level G:
Focuses on linear
equations,
inequalities, and
graphing. Grade
equivalent: 7th
to 8th grade.
Level H: Covers
systems of
equations,
functions, and
more advanced

graphing. Grade
equivalent: 8th
to 9th grade.
Level I:
Introduces
geometry,
including proofs,
area, volume,
and the
Pythagorean
theorem. Grade
equivalent: 9th
to 10th grade.
Level J: Begins
algebra II topics,
including
quadratic
equations,
factoring, and
complex
numbers. Grade
equivalent: 10th
to 11th grade.
Level K:
Focuses on
trigonometry,
logarithms, and
exponential
functions. Grade
equivalent: 11th
to 12th grade.
Level L: Covers
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pre-calculus,
including
sequences,
series, limits, and
an introduction
to derivatives.
Grade
equivalent: 12th
grade or early
college.
Level M: The
first calculus
level, covering
differentiation
and its
applications.
Grade
equivalent:
College-level
Calculus I.
Level N:
Continues with
integration and
its applications.
Grade
equivalent:
College-level
Calculus II.
Level O: The
final level,
covering
advanced

calculus topics
including
differential
equations. Grade
equivalent:
College-level
Calculus III or
beyond.

KUMON MATH
LEVELS GRADE
EQUIVALENT
CHART

To  make  the  Kumon
Math  Levels  Grade
Equivalent  relationship
easier  to  understand,
here  is  a  simplified
reference  chart.  Keep
in  mind  that  these
equivalencies  are
approximate  and  can
vary by school district
and curriculum.
7A  –  6A:  Preschool
(Ages 3-4)
5 A  –  4 A :  P r e -
K i n d e r g a r t e n  t o
Kindergarten  (Ages
4-5)
3A – 2A: Kindergarten
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to 1st Grade (Ages 5-6)
A: 1st Grade (Addition
a n d  S u b t r a c t i o n
mastery)
B :  2 n d  G r a d e
(Multiplication  and
Division)
C: 3rd Grade (Fractions
and Long Division)
D :  4 t h  G r a d e
(Advanced  Fractions
and  Decimals)
E: 5th Grade (Variables
a n d  C o m p l e x
Operations)
F:  6th  Grade  (Pre-
Algebra  concepts)
G: 7th Grade (Algebra I
basics)
H: 8th Grade (Algebra I
advanced)
I :  9 t h  G r a d e
(Geometry)
J: 10th Grade (Algebra
II)
K :  1 1 t h  G r a d e
(Trigonometry and Pre-
Calculus)
L :  1 2 t h  G r a d e
( A d v a n c e d  P r e -
Calculus)
M:  C o l l e g e  L e v e l

(Calculus  I)
N:  C o l l e g e  L e v e l
(Calculus  I I)
O:  C o l l e g e  L e v e l
( C a l c u l u s  I I I  o r
Differential Equations)
It is important to note
that  a  child  working
two  or  more  years
above  their  school
grade level is common
i n  K u m o n .  M a n y
students  complete
Level  F  or  G  before
entering middle school,
p lac ing  them  wel l
ahead of their peers.

HOW KUMON
LEVELS COMPARE
TO SCHOOL
CURRICULUM

While the Kumon Math
L e v e l s  G r a d e
Equ i va l en t  cha r t
prov ides  a  use fu l
guideline, it is essential
to  understand  that
Kumon  and  school
cu r r i cu l a  a re  no t
identical.  Kumon  is  a
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mastery-based,  self-
learning  program,
whereas  traditional
school  curricula  are
of ten  des igned  to
cover a broad range of
topics  within  a  fixed
timeframe.  Here  are
key  differences:

Pacing
and
Depth
In a typical classroom,
a teacher may spend a
set number of days on
f r a c t i o n s  b e f o r e
moving on to decimals,
regardless  of  whether
every  student  has
mastered the topic. In
Kumon,  a  s tudent
continues  to  practice
fraction  operations
until they can complete
the  worksheets  with
speed  and  accuracy.
This  ensures  deep,

lasting  understanding.
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a
s t u d e n t  w h o  h a s
completed  Kumon
Level D will likely have
a  stronger  grasp  of
f r a c t i o n s  t h a n  a
student  who  simply
passed  a  test  on  the
subject in school.

Scope of
Topics
School  curricula  often
inc lude  p rob lem-
s o l v i n g ,  w o r d
p r o b l e m s ,  d a t a
analysis,  geometry,
and probability from an
early  age.  Kumon,
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t s
elementary  levels,  is
more narrowly focused
on  calculation  fluency.
A  s tudent  may  be
working on Level  E in
Kumon  (fractions  and
decimals)  but  still  be
expected  to  learn
g e o m e t r y  a n d
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measurement  in  their
fifth-grade  classroom.
Therefore,  the  grade
equivalent  is  most
accurate  for  the  core
arithmetic and algebra
strands,  not  for  the
entire math curriculum.

Self-
Learning
vs.
Instructio
n
Kumon  emphasizes
that  students  learn
n e w  c o n c e p t s  b y
examining  example
problems and gradually
working  through  the
worksheets .  Th i s
fosters  independence
and  s t r ong  s tudy
habits.  In  contrast,
most  schoo ls  re ly
heav i l y  on  d i rec t

instruct ion  from  a
teacher.  The  grade
equivalent  in  Kumon
often  reflects  the
student's  ability  to
independently  master
material,  which  is  a
different  skill  than
lea rn ing  th rough
instruction.

FACTORS THAT
AFFECT GRADE
EQUIVALENCE

Several  factors  can
influence  the  actual
grade equivalence of a
Kumon  leve l  fo r  a
specific  child.
Understanding  these
nuances  can  he lp
parents  set  realistic
expectations.

Age of
Enrollme
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nt
Children  who  start
Kumon at a very young
age (3 or 4 years old)
often progress through
the early levels slowly
but  steadily.  By  the
t i m e  t h e y  r e a c h
elementary  school,
they  may  be  working
on material one or two
years  ahead  of  their
g r a d e  l e v e l .
Conversely,  an  older
student  who  starts
Kumon may need to go
back  to  foundational
levels  to  fill  gaps,
temporarily  placing
them  be low  the i r
school  grade  level.
O v e r  t i m e ,  w i t h
consistent  effort,  they
typica l ly  advance
quickly.

School

Curriculu
m
Variation
s
School  districts  across
different  states  and
countries have varying
standards. A student in
a  d i s t r i c t  w i th  an
a d v a n c e d  m a t h
curriculum  might  find
that  Kumon  Level  F
aligns  more  closely
with  their  6th-grade
work, while in another
district, the same level
might  correspond  to
7th-grade  material.
T h e  K u m o n  M a t h
L e v e l s  G r a d e
Equivalent  should
always  be  considered
in the context of your
local school standards.
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Consisten
cy and

Effort
Kumon  requires  daily
practice, typically 15 to
3 0  m i n u t e s  p e r
w o r k s h e e t  s e t .
Students who complete
their work consistently
and with focus tend to
advance more rapidly.
Those  who  struggle
with  consistency  may
take longer  to  master
each  level,  affecting
their  perceived  grade
equ iva lence .  The
program is designed to
reward  effort  and
discipline.

BENEFITS OF
UNDERSTANDING
LEVEL-GRADE
EQUIVALENCE

Knowing  the  Kumon
Math  Levels  Grade

Equivalent  is  not  just
an academic exercise;
it has practical benefits
f o r  p a r e n t s  a n d
students  alike.

Goal Setting:
Parents can set
clear,
measurable
goals, such as
"By the end of
this school year, I
want my child to
reach Level G,"
which
corresponds to
7th-grade
algebra
readiness.
School
Performance:
Understanding
the equivalence
helps parents
advocate for
their children in
school. A student
working on Level
H in Kumon is
likely ready for
advanced 8th-
grade math or
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even Algebra I
placement.
Identifying
Gaps: If a child
is performing
well in school but
struggling in
Kumon, the level
comparison can
reveal specific
skill gaps that
need
reinforcement.
Motivation: For
students, seeing
their progress
mapped to grade
levels can be
highly
motivating. It
gives them a
tangible sense of
accomplishment
beyond the
abstract level
number.

COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT KUMON

MATH LEVELS

There  are  severa l
misconceptions  about
t h e  K u m o n  M a t h
program and its grade
equ iva lence  tha t
deserve clarification.
Misconception  1:
Kumon  levels  are
exactly the same as
school  grades.  As
discussed,  this  is  not
ent i re ly  t rue.  The
overlap is strongest in
calculation  skills  but
weaker in  other  areas
like geometry and data
analysis.
Misconception  2:
Reaching  a  higher
level  means  the
s t u d e n t  h a s
m a s t e r e d  a l l
previous  school
mater ia l .  W h i l e
K u m o n  e n s u r e s
mastery of calculation,
school  math  includes
c o n c e p t s  l i k e
probability,  statistics,
and  applied  problem-
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solving  that  Kumon does  not


