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NAVIGATING THE
PEARL OF THE
ORIENT: YOUR
ESSENTIAL GUIDE
TO THE MAP OF
HONG KONG CITY

Hong  Kong  is  a  city
t h a t  d a z z l e s  t h e
senses .  F rom  the
moment  you  step  off
the plane, the towering
skyline,  the  vibrant
street markets, and the
lush  green  hillsides
c r e a t e  a n
overwhelming sense of
energy.  However,  for
any  traveller,  the  first
step to truly unlocking
t h i s  d y n a m i c
m e t r o p o l i s  i s

understanding  i ts
layout.  A reliable map
of  Hong  Kong  city  is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
navigation  tool;  it  is
the  key  that  unlocks
the unique character of
each  district,  reveals
h idden  gems,  and
helps  you  seamlessly
traverse  the  complex
network  of  islands,
tunnels,  and  bustling
streets.  Whether  you
are  a  first-time  visitor
or a seasoned explorer,
this guide will help you
read  the  city  l ike  a
local,  making  your
journey  through  Hong
Kong smooth,  efficient,
and unforgettable.
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UNDERSTANDING
HONG KONG'S
UNIQUE

GEOGRAPHY

Hong  Kong  is  not  a
s ing le ,  sprawl ing
l a n d m a s s .  I t  i s  a
Special  Administrative
Region (SAR) of China,
composed  of  three
main  territories:  Hong
Kong  Island,  Kowloon,
a n d  t h e  N e w
Territories,  including
over  260  out ly ing
islands. When you look
at a map of Hong Kong
city,  you  immediately
notice  its  dramatic
topography. The city is
built around one of the
world's  finest  natural
harbours,  Victoria
H a r b o u r ,  w h i c h
separates  Hong  Kong
I s l a n d  f r o m  t h e
Kowloon  Peninsula.
This  geographical
division  defines  the
city's  identity  and
t r a n s p o r t

infrastructure.

The Core
Zones on
Any Map
of Hong
Kong City
To make sense of the
urban  sprawl,  it  helps
to break down the map
into  these  four  key
regions:

Hong Kong
Island: The
historical heart of
the British
colonial
settlement. It is
the financial and
commercial
powerhouse,
home to Central,
Admiralty, and
Causeway Bay.
The northern
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shoreline, facing
Kowloon, is
densely packed
with skyscrapers,
while the
southern side
offers beaches
and quieter
residential areas
like Repulse Bay.
Kowloon:
Located directly
north of Victoria
Harbour, this is
the most densely
populated area
on earth in some
parts. It is a
sensory
explosion of
neon lights,
street food, and
markets. Key
districts on the
map include
Tsim Sha Tsui
(TST), Mong Kok,
and Yau Ma Tei.
The New
Territories: This
large area makes
up the majority

of Hong Kong's
landmass. It
stretches from
the mountains
north of Kowloon
all the way to the
border with
mainland China.
It is a fascinating
mix of suburban
new towns (like
Sha Tin and
Tsuen Wan),
rural villages,
hiking trails, and
country parks.
The Outlying
Islands: A quick
glance at any
comprehensive
map reveals a
cluster of islands
scattered across
the South China
Sea. Lantau
Island is the
largest, home to
the airport,
Disneyland, and
the famous Big
Buddha. Others
like Lamma,
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Cheung Chau,
and Peng Chau
offer a slower
pace of life and
are excellent for
hiking and
seafood.

DECIPHERING
LANDMARKS AND
KEY LOCATIONS

A  good  map  of  Hong
Kong city will highlight
s e v e r a l  i c o n i c
landmarks that  act  as
excellent  navigational
a n c h o r s .
Understanding  where
these  are  located
relative  to  each  other
is  crucial  for  efficient
travel.

Victoria
Peak: The

Crown of
the Island
D o m i n a t i n g  t h e
western  half  of  Hong
Kong  Island,  Victoria
Peak (or "The Peak") is
the  highest  point  on
the island. It is not just
a  viewpoint;  i t  is  a
neighbourhood.  The
P e a k  T r a m  l o w e r
terminus  is  located
n e a r  S t .  J o h n ' s
Cathedral  in  Central.
From the top, you get a
spectacular  panoramic
view  of  the  harbour
and  Kowloon.  This  is
the single best point on
any  map  to  or ient
yourself  visually  with
the  entire  city.

Victoria
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Harbour:
The
Central

Artery
T h i s  d e e p - w a t e r
harbour is the lifeblood
of  Hong  Kong.  When
you look at a map, the
harbour  is  the  central
blue  space  between
Hong Kong Island and
Kowloon.  The  Star
Ferry crosses this gap,
providing  one  of  the
mos t  f amous  and
inexpensive  harbour
cruises  in  the  world.
Key  points  along  the
harbour  include  the
T s i m  S h a  T s u i
Promenade  (Kowloon
side)  and  the  Golden
Bauhinia  Square  (Wan
C h a i ,  H o n g  K o n g
Island).

Kai Tak:
From
Runway
to
Cityscape
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant  recent
additions to the map of
Hong Kong city is  the
Kai  Tak  Development
area.  Located  on  the
former  s i te  o f  the
f a m o u s  ( a n d
n o t o r i o u s l y
challenging)  Kai  Tak
Airport in Kowloon, this
a r e a  h a s  b e e n
transformed  into  a
massive  new  urban
hub.  I t  features  a
cruise terminal, a large
public  park,  and  new
residential  towers.  It's
a  perfect  example  of
h o w  t h e  c i t y ' s
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geography  evolves.

TRANSPORT
LINKS: HOW THE
MAP CONNECTS
THE CITY

Hong Kong's  transport
system is arguably the
best in the world. The
efficiency  of  this
network  is  beautifully
reflected  in  a  modern
map of Hong Kong city.
You  should  learn  to
read two specific types
o f  maps :  t he  MTR
(Mass Transit  Railway)
map and the bus route
map.

The MTR:
The
Undergro
und

Backbone
The MTR is the fastest
way to get around. The
map  is  colour-coded
and incredibly easy to
read.

Island Line
(Blue): Runs
along the
northern coast of
Hong Kong
Island,
connecting
Kennedy Town to
Chai Wan.
Tsuen Wan
Line (Red):
Crosses the
harbour from
Central to Tsim
Sha Tsui, then
runs through
Kowloon and into
the New
Territories.
Tung Chung
Line (Orange):
Connects Hong
Kong Island to
Lantau Island,
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serving the
airport and
Disneyland.
East Rail Line
(Light Blue):
Runs from
Admiralty (Hong
Kong Island)
north through
Kowloon and all
the way to the
border at Lo Wu
or Lok Ma Chau.

Buses,
Minibuses
, and
Trams
While  the  MTR covers
the core, a city map of
Hong  Kong  will  show
t h a t  b u s e s  a n d
minibuses  (green  and
r e d )  r e a c h  e v e r y
corner of the territory.
They are  essential  for
reaching  places  like

Stanley  on  the  south
s ide  of  Hong  Kong
I s l a n d  o r  r e m o t e
vil lages  in  the  New
Territories.

Hong Kong
Tramways
(Ding Ding): A
beloved icon that
appears on many
vintage maps.
These double-
decker trams run
east-west along
the northern
shore of Hong
Kong Island.
Peak Tram: This
funicular railway
is a short but
steep ride that is
a major tourist
attraction,
connecting
Central to
Victoria Peak.
Ferries: Don't
rely solely on the
MTR for crossing
the harbour. The
Star Ferry is a
cheaper and



8

8 Map Of Hong Kong City 2025-09-02

more scenic
option. For
outlying islands,
ferries from
Central Pier (Man
Kwong Street)
are your only
public option.

EXPLORING THE
DISTRICTS: A
DEEPER DIVE INTO
THE MAP

Once  you  understand
the big picture, the real
magic  happens  when
you  zoom  in  on  the
specific  districts  of  the
map of Hong Kong city.
Each one has a unique
personality.

Tsim Sha
Tsui
(TST):

The
Tourist
Epicentre
L o c a t e d  a t  t h e
southern  tip  of  the
Kowloon Peninsula, TST
is a must-visit. On the
map, it is bordered by
the  harbour  to  the
south and Austin Road
to the north. Here you
will  find  the  Avenue  of
Stars (a tribute to Hong
Kong  cinema),  the
Hong  Kong  Cultural
C e n t r e ,  a n d  t h e
Museum  of  Art.  The
streets  are  filled  with
shops,  hotels,  and
restaurants.  Nathan
Road,  a  major  north-
south  artery,  cuts
through  the  centre  of
TST  and  is  famously
known as the "Golden
Mile."
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Mong
Kok: The
Heart of
Local Life
North of TST lies Mong
Kok,  which  translates
to "Busy Corner." If you
look at a detailed map,
you  will  see  a  dense
grid  of  streets,  each
with  a  specific  theme.
This  is  the  place  for
street markets. Ladies'
Market  (Tung  Choi
Street)  sells  clothing
and  accesso r i es ,
Goldfish  Market  (Tung
Choi  Street,  north
section) is for pets, and
Flower  Market  (Flower
Market  Road)  i s  a
colourful  oasis.  Mong
Kok  is  loud,  crowded,
a n d  a b s o l u t e l y
authentic.

Central:
The
Financial
District
On the northern shore
of  Hong  Kong  Island,
Central is the business
hub.  The  skyscrapers
here—like the IFC, the
Bank  of  China  Tower,
and  the  HSBC  Main
Bu i ld ing—are  the
defining features of the
city  skyline.  However,
tucked  between  these
g l a s s  g i a n t s  a r e
historical sites like the
F o r m e r  C e n t r a l
Magistracy  and  the
iconic  escalators  that
lead  up  to  SoHo  and
the Mid-Levels. A map
of  Central  shows  a
fascinat ing  mix  of
colonial  heritage  and
modern  finance.
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Wan Chai
and
Causewa
y Bay:
East of
Central
Mov ing  eas t  f rom
Centra l  a long  the
Island  Line,  Wan  Chai
offers  a  grittier  but
more  authentic  Hong
Kong  experience,  with
its  wet  markets  and
historic  bui ldings.
Causeway  Bay  is  a
shopping  mecca.  It  is
home  to  the  massive
Times  Square  mall,
Sogo  Depar tment
Store,  and  numerous
electronics shops. This
area is always packed
with  people,  and  the
map  shows  a  h igh

density  of  shopping
centres  and  hotels.

Lantau
Island:
Nature
and
Tourism
Combine
d
West  of  Hong  Kong
Island,  Lantau  is  the
largest island. The map
of Lantau is dominated
b y  m o u n t a i n s ,
beaches,  and  country
p a r k s .  T h e  m a i n
attractions include:

Ngong Ping
360: A cable car
ride from Tung
Chung that takes
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you up to the hill
where the Tian
Tan Buddha (Big
Buddha) and Po
Lin Monastery
are located.
Hong Kong
Disneyland:
Located on the
north-eastern
shore of the
island, easily
accessible by
MTR.
Tai O: A
traditional fishing
village on the
western side,
known for its stilt
houses and dried
seafood.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR USING A MAP
OF HONG KONG
CITY

Whether  you  prefer  a
digital  map  on  your
phone or  a  traditional
paper map, these tips
will  help you navigate

more effectively.

Digital vs.
Physical
Maps
While Google Maps and
Apple  Maps  work  well
in Hong Kong, they can
sometimes  struggle
with the city's complex
multi-level  walkways
and  footbridges.  Pro
Tip: In the Central and
Admiralty districts, you
can  walk  for  over  a
kilometre without ever
touching  the  road,
using  the  elevated
walkways. A good city
m a p  o r  a p p  l i k e
Citymapper  is  often
better  at  routing  you
t h r o u g h  t h e s e
pedestrian  networks.
P a p e r  m a p s  a r e
excellent for getting a
general  overview  but
are less useful for real-
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time navigation.

Addressin
g the
Address
System
Hong  Kong  addresses
can be confusing. They
a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  a
hierarchical  order:
Region,  District,
S t r e e t  N a m e ,
Building  Number,
F loor ,  Un i t .  F o r
example:  "Hong Kong,
Kowloon,  Tsim  Sha
Tsui, Nathan Road 100,
3/F,  Unit  A."  When
look ing  a t  a  map ,
remember  that  street
numbers often follow a
logical  pattern  (even
on one side, odd on the
o the r ) ,  bu t  many
b u i l d i n g s  a r e
numbered in the order
they  were  built,  not

sequentially  along  the
street.

Using
Landmark
s as
Referenc
e Points
Instead of just looking
at  street  names,  use
landmarks.  Tell  a  taxi
driver you are going to
"the  hotel  near  the
Peninsula"  or  "the
restaurant opposite the
Mong  Kok  MTR  exit
E2." The map of Hong
K o n g  c i t y  i s  v e r y
feature-rich, and locals
navigate  by  these
visual  anchors.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF COUNTRY
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PARKS AND
HIKING TRAILS

Many  v i s i to rs  a re
surprised to learn that
over  40%  o f  Hong
Kong's total  land area
i s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s
country  parks  and
nature  reserves.  A
comprehensive map of
Hong Kong city should
extend  beyond  the
urban  core  into  these
green  spaces.  The
most  famous  hiking
trail  is  the  Dragon's
Back,  located  on  the
south-eastern  side  of
Hong Kong Island.  On
Lantau  Is land,  the
Lantau  Trail  offers  a
c h a l l e n g i n g  7 0 -
kilometre  loop.  These
areas  are  well-marked
on  official  maps  and
offer  a  stunning
contrast  to  the  high-
density cityscape.

Using the
Octopus
Card with
Your Map
As you navigate using
your  map,  you  wi l l
need a way to pay for
t r a n s p o r t .  T h e
Octopus  Card  is  a
rechargeable  smart
card that works on the
MTR,  buses,  ferries,
trams,  and  even  at
convenience  stores
and some restaurants.
It  is  the  most  efficient
way  to  move  around
the city.

COMMON
MISTAKES WHEN
READING A MAP
OF HONG KONG

Underestimatin1.
g Scale: Hong
Kong is smaller
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than it looks on
the map.
Distances
between districts

like Central and
Causeway Bay
are short by MTR
but long by foot.
Ignoring the2.


