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NAVIGATING YOUR PATH TO
LICENSURE: A STUDY GUIDE FOR
THE GEORGIA REAL ESTATE
COMMISSION

Entering the real estate profession in the
state  of  Georgia  is  an  exciting  and
potentially lucrative endeavor. However,
before you can hang your license and
start showing homes, you must clear one

of  the most  important  hurdles  in  your
career:  passing  the  state  licensing
examination. This exam is administered
under the strict oversight of the Georgia
Real  Estate  Commission  (GREC).
Whether you are a first-time applicant or
someone  looking  to  elevate  your
salesperson  license  to  a  broker  level,
you  need  a  structured  approach  to
preparation.  This  article  serves  as  a
comprehensive  a  study  guide  for  the
Georgia  Real  Estate  Commission,
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designed  to  help  you  understand  the
requirements, master the material, and
walk into your exam with confidence.

Understanding
the Role of the
Georgia Real
Estate
Commission
Before diving into study strategies, it is
essential  to  understand  the  regulatory
body  that  governs  your  license.  The
Georgia Real Estate Commission is not
just  an  exam  administrator;  it  is  the

authority that establishes the standards
for education, ethical conduct, and legal
practice within the state. GREC ensures
that  all  l icensees  meet  minimum
competency levels to protect the public
and  uphold  the  integr i ty  o f  the
profession.  When  you  create  a  study
guide  for  the  Georgia  Real  Estate
Commission  exam,  you  are  essentially
learning the rules,  laws,  and practices
that GREC expects every agent to know.
This  includes  the  Georgia  Real  Estate
License  Law,  Commission  Rules,  and
federal regulations like Fair Housing.

Key Components
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of Your Study
Plan
Creating a successful study plan requires
more than just reading a textbook. You
need  a  multi-faceted  approach  that
covers the breadth of the exam content.
Below are  the  critical  areas  you  must
address in your preparation.

Required Pre-
License

Education
In  Georgia,  you cannot  simply  walk  in
and take the licensing exam. You must
first  complete  a  state-approved  pre-
license course. For a salesperson license,
this  typically  involves  75  hours  of
classroom  or  online  instruction.  For  a
broker  license,  the  requirements  are
significantly higher, often exceeding 120
hours  of  advanced  coursework.  Your
study guide for the Georgia Real Estate
Commission should begin with mastering
the material from this required course.
Do  not  treat  these  hours  as  a  mere
formality. The concepts taught here form
the foundation of your exam. Pay special
attention to:

Principles of Real Estate: This
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covers ownership, property rights,
contracts, and agency law.
Real Estate Practice: This is the
practical side of the business,
including listing procedures, sales
techniques, and finance.
Georgia License Law and
Rules: This is arguably the most
critical section for the state-
specific portion of the exam.

Mastering the
National vs.
State Portions of

the Exam
The Georgia real estate licensing exam
is  divided  into  two  distinct  parts:  the
national portion and the state portion. A
thorough a study guide for the Georgia
Real  Estate  Commission  must  address
both. The national portion covers general
real estate principles that apply across
the country, such as property valuation,
financing,  and  contract  law.  The  state
portion,  however,  is  specific  to  Georgia.
This is where many test-takers struggle
if they focus only on general concepts.
For  the state  portion,  you need to  be
intimately familiar with the Georgia Real
Estate License Law (Chapter 40-25 of the
Georgia Code) and the GREC Rules and
Regulations.  Expect  questions  on
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u n l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c e ,  b r o k e r
responsibi l it ies,  trust  accounts,
disclosure requirements, and disciplinary
actions. Do not memorize blindly; focus
on understanding the "why" behind the
laws.

Creating a
Structured Study
Schedule
Procrastination is the enemy of success.
To  effectively  use  a  study  guide  for  the
Georgia  Real  Estate  Commission,  you
need a timeline. Start your preparation
at least  four to six weeks before your
scheduled exam date. Break your study

time  into  manageable  blocks.  For
example:

Weeks 1-2: Focus on the national
portion. Read your textbook
chapters, watch video lectures,
and create flashcards for key
terms like "fee simple," "escheat,"
and "amortization."
Weeks 3-4: Shift your focus to the
Georgia state-specific laws. Read
the actual GREC rules online. Pay
attention to recent changes.
Weeks 5-6: Review both portions,
but prioritize your weak areas.
Take full-length practice exams
under timed conditions.
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Utilizing Practice
Exams and

Question Banks
Reading is passive; testing is active. One
of the most effective strategies in any a
study guide for the Georgia Real Estate
Commission  is  the  use  of  high-quality
practice questions. The exam format is
multiple-choice,  and  the  questions  are
often  application-based  rather  than
simple recall. You will be presented with
scenarios and asked to apply the law or
principle.
Look for question banks that specifically
state they are updated for the current

Georgia  exam.  After  taking  a  practice
test,  spend  t ime  analyzing  your
mistakes. Why did you get that question
wrong? Was it a misunderstanding of a
concept,  or  did  you  misread  the
question?  This  analysis  is  where  real
learning  happens.  A im  to  score
consistently  above  80%  on  practice
exams  before  you  schedule  your  real
test.

Key Topics to
Focus On
While the exam covers a wide range of
material,  certain  topics  are  heavily
weighted.  Your  study  guide  for  the
Georgia Real Estate Commission should
give  extra  attention  to  the  following
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areas:

Agency and Disclosure: Georgia
has specific laws regarding agency
relationships, including the
requirement for written agency
disclosures. Know the difference
between a client and a customer.
Contracts: You must understand
the elements of a valid contract,
the Statute of Frauds, and the
specifics of purchase and sale
agreements used in Georgia.
Closing and Settlement: Be
familiar with the Closing Disclosure
(CD), prorations, and the purpose
of the HUD-1 (though it is largely
replaced, the concepts remain
testable).
Fair Housing: This is a federal

law, but it is always tested. Know
the protected classes, what
constitutes discrimination, and the
exceptions to the law.
Trust Accounts: Georgia has very
strict rules about how brokers
must handle earnest money and
other client funds.
Mismanagement of trust accounts
is a common cause of disciplinary
action.

Study Tips for
Busy Adults
Many of you studying for this exam are
working  professionals  or  have  family
obligations.  You  cannot  afford  to  waste
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time. A practical a study guide for the
Georgia Real Estate Commission should
include  efficiency  tactics.  Use  the
Pomodoro  Technique:  study  for  25
minutes,  take  a  5-minute  break,  and
repeat. This method improves retention
and prevents burnout.
Additionally,  consider  joining  a  study
group. Explaining a concept to someone
else is one of the best ways to solidify
your own understanding. If  you cannot
find a local group, look for online forums
or  Facebook  groups  dedicated  to  the
Georgia  licensing  exam.  Hearing  how
others interpret the material can provide
new insights.

Common Traps
and How to
Avoid Them
Every  exam has  specific  tricks  designed
to separate well-prepared students from
those  who  are  just  guessing.  Being
aware of these traps is a key element of
any  study  guide  for  the  Georgia  Real
Estate Commission.

Confusing Terms: Real estate
has many similar-sounding terms.
For example, "alienation" and
"assignment" have different
meanings. Make a glossary of
confusing pairs.
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Answering Too Fast: You have
ample time to complete the exam.
Do not rush. Read each question
twice, paying close attention to
words like "except," "not," or
"most likely."
Ignoring Math: Do not assume
you can skip the math. You will
need to calculate interest
percentages, commission splits,
and prorated taxes. Practice with a
calculator you are comfortable
using.

The Day of the

Exam
Your preparation matters most, but your
physical  and mental  state on test  day
also plays a role. A wise study guide for
the  Georgia  Real  Estate  Commission
always  includes  advice  for  the  final  24
hours.  Get a full  night of  sleep.  Eat a
balanced  meal  beforehand,  but  avoid
heavy  foods  that  make  you  drowsy.
Arrive at  the testing center  early  with
the required identification.
During  the  exam,  manage  your  time
carefully. Flag questions you are unsure
about  and  return  to  them later.  Most
importantly, trust your preparation. You
have put  in  the  hours.  You  know this
material. Anxiety can make you second-
guess yourself,  so take a deep breath
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and rely on what you have learned.

Resources for
Ongoing Review
Even  after  you  pass  the  exam  and
receive your license, your education is
not  over.  Georgia  requires  continuing
education (CE) for license renewal. The
same principles that helped you pass the
initial  exam  will  apply  to  your  CE
courses.  Keep  your  study  guides  and
notes. They are excellent resources for
refreshing your  memory on topics  like
agency law and ethics.
Furthermore, the GREC website itself is
an  invaluable  resource.  You  can  find
newsletters,  advisory  opinions,  and

updates on rule changes. Staying current
with  the  Commission's  guidance  is  a
mark of a professional agent. Make it a
habit  to  read  the  monthly  GREC
newsletter.

CONCLUSION: YOUR ROADMAP
TO SUCCESS

Passing the Georgia real estate exam is
a  significant  achievement  that  requires
dedication, focus, and a solid strategy.
While the task may seem daunting, you
can  approach  it  with  clar ity  and
confidence  by  using  a  structured
approach.  This  a  study  guide  for  the
Georgia  Real  Estate  Commission  has
outlined  the  essential  components:
understanding  the  regulatory  body,
mastering the national and state-specific
content ,  us ing  pract ice  exams
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effectively, and taking care of your well-
being on test day. Remember that the
goal  is  not  just  to pass a test,  but to
build  the  foundational  knowledge  you
need for a successful and ethical career

in Georgia real estate. Commit to your
study plan, trust the process, and take
the next step toward your professional
future. Good luck.


