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UNDERSTANDING
THE POWER OF A
BORAX SOLUTION
TO KILL MOLD

Mold  is  a  persistent
and  often  hazardous
problem in homes and
buildings. It can cause
structural  damage,
trigger  allergies,  and
compromise indoor air
quality. While there are
many commercial mold
r e m o v e r s  o n  t h e
market,  they  often
c o n t a i n  h a r s h
chemicals  like  bleach,
ammonia,  or  volatile
organic  compounds
(VOCs)  that  can  be
harmful to both health

and the environment. A
natural,  effective,  and
affordable  alternative
that  has  been trusted
for  generations  is  a
borax solution to kill
m o l d .  B o r a x ,  o r
sodium tetraborate,  is
a  naturally  occurring
mineral  salt.  When
mixed  with  water,  it
creates  an  alkaline
solution  that  disrupts
the cellular structure of
m o l d  s p o r e s ,
effectively  killing  them
a n d  p r e v e n t i n g
regrowth.  This  article
provides  a  thorough
guide  on  how  to  use
b o r a x  f o r  m o l d
removal,  its  benefits,
safety precautions, and
s t e p - b y - s t e p
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instructions  to  tackle
mold  in  various  areas
of your home.

What Is
Borax
and How
Does It
Work
Against
Mold?
B o r a x  i s  a  w h i t e ,
crystalline powder that
has  been  used  for
decades as a cleaning
agent, laundry booster,
and  pesticide.  Unlike
bleach,  which  only
bleaches  mold  and
may not kill the roots,
borax  penet ra tes
porous  surfaces  and
destroys  the  mold

organism at its source.
The  borax  solution  to
ki l l  mold  works  by
increasing the pH level,
c r e a t i n g  a n
environment  where
mold  cannot  thrive.
Because  borax  is  a
des iccant ,  i t  a l so
absorbs  moisture,
further  discouraging
m o l d  g r o w t h .
Importantly,  borax
does not release toxic
fumes,  making  it  a
safer option for homes
with children,  pets,  or
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h
r e s p i r a t o r y
sensitivit ies.

Benefits
of Using
Borax
Over
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Chemical
Mold
Remover

s
Non-toxic and
eco-friendly:
Borax is a
mineral that
breaks down
naturally in the
environment,
unlike synthetic
fungicides.
Cost-effective:
A box of borax
costs a fraction
of commercial
mold sprays and
lasts for many
treatments.
No harsh
fumes: You can
use it in enclosed
spaces like
basements or
bathrooms

without needing
a respirator.
Prevents
regrowth: The
residue left by
borax continues
to inhibit mold
spores from
germinating.
Versatile:
Works on tile,
grout, wood,
drywall,
concrete, and
fabrics – though
always test on a
small area first.

How to
Prepare a
Borax
Solution
to Kill
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Mold
M a k i n g  a  b o r a x
solution to kill  mold is
simple.  The  standard
rat io  is  one  cup  of
borax  powder  per
gallon of hot water. Hot
water  helps  dissolve
t h e  b o r a x  m o r e
thoroughly.  Stir  until
the  powder  is  ful ly
dissolved,  and  allow
the solution to cool to a
s a f e  h a n d l i n g
temperature .  Fo r
smaller  jobs,  you  can
adjust the ratio: half a
cup of borax to half a
gallon of water. Always
use  a  c lean  spray
bottle  or  bucket.  Do
not  add  vinegar  or
other  ac ids  to  the
mixture,  as  they  can
neutralize  the  alkaline
effect. The solution has
a slightly slippery feel
due  to  the  bo rax ,
which  is  normal.

Step-by-
Step
Guide to
Using
Borax for
Mold
Removal

Identify and1.
address the
moisture
source: Mold
cannot grow
without moisture.
Fix leaks,
improve
ventilation, and
reduce humidity.
Otherwise, mold
will return.
Protect2.
yourself: Wear
gloves, safety
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goggles, and a
dust mask to
avoid inhaling
mold spores.
Open windows
for ventilation.
Scrub dry loose3.
mold: Using a
stiff brush, brush
away any loose
mold growth to
expose the
surface.
Apply the4.
borax solution:
Either spray the
solution onto the
moldy area or
dip a brush or
sponge into the
solution and
scrub vigorously.
For porous
surfaces like
wood or drywall,
allow the solution
to soak in for
10–15 minutes.
Scrub again:5.
Gently scrub with
a brush to lift
embedded mold.

For stubborn
areas, repeat the
application.
Do not rinse off6.
the borax
residue: This is
crucial. The
residual borax
acts as a mold
inhibitor. Simply
pat the area dry
with a clean cloth
or allow it to air
dry. If the
residue leaves a
white chalky film
on non-porous
surfaces, you can
wipe it with a
damp cloth, but
for porous
materials leave it
undisturbed.
Dry the area:7.
Use fans or
dehumidifiers to
speed up drying.
Mold thrives in
dampness, so
thorough drying
is essential.



6

6 Borax Solution To Kill Mold 2025-11-12

Where
Can You
Use a
Borax
Solution?
A borax solution to kill
mold  is  effective  in
many  areas  of  the
home. In bathrooms, it
can  clean  mold  from
ti le  grout ,  shower
curtains,  and  ceilings.
In basements, it treats
mo ld  on  concre te
walls,  flooring,  and
wooden  shelves.  For
laundry,  you  can  add
half a cup of borax to
the  wash  cyc le  to
remove  mold  from
clothing,  towels,  or
curtains.  It  also works
well  on  outdoor  mold
on  patio  furniture,
decks,  and  siding.

However,  avoid  using
borax  on  unsealed
natura l  s tone  l ike
marble  or  granite,  as
the alkalinity can etch
the  surface.  Always
t e s t  o n  a n
inconspicuous  spot
first.

Important
Safety
Considera
tions
While  borax  is  safer
than  many  chemical
alternatives,  it  is  not
entirely  harmless.
Borax  can  cause  skin
or  eye  irritation,  and
ingestion can be toxic,
especially  to  children
and  pets.  Keep  borax
powder  and  solutions
o u t  o f  r e a c h  o f
children.  Do  not  use
borax on surfaces that
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c o m e  i n t o  d i r e c t
contact with food, such
as  cutting  boards  or
kitchen  countertops,
without  thoroughly
r insing  with  water
afterward – though this
w i l l  r e m o v e  t h e
protective  residue.  If
you have open cuts or
skin sensitivities,  wear
long gloves. In case of
eye  contact,  r inse
thoroughly with water.
F o r  l a r g e - s c a l e
infestations (more than
1 0  s q u a r e  f e e t ) ,
consider  consulting  a
professional  mold
r e m e d i a t o r ,  a s
disturbing heavy mold
can  spread  spores
dangerously.

Borax vs.
Other

Natural
Mold
Killers
People  often  compare
borax  with  vinegar,
baking soda, hydrogen
peroxide, and tea tree
oil  for  mold  removal.
Each  has  pros  and
cons:

Vinegar: Acetic
acid kills some
mold but is less
effective on
porous surfaces.
Its smell
dissipates
quickly.
However, vinegar
can damage
certain finishes
and does not
leave a long-
lasting residue.
Baking soda:
Absorbs moisture
and deodorizes,
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but is a mild
cleaner. It works
better for light
surface mold
when combined
with vinegar or
water.
Hydrogen
peroxide (3%):
An effective
oxidizer that kills
mold on non-
porous surfaces.
It bleaches and
may discolor
dark materials. It
decomposes
quickly and
offers no residual
protection.
Tea tree oil: A
potent natural
fungicide, but
expensive and
strong-smelling.
Diluted 10 drops
per cup of water
works well, but
cost can be
prohibitive for
large areas.

The  borax  solution  to

kill  mold  stands  out
because  it  combines
effective  killing  power,
residual  prevention,
l ow  cos t ,  and  l ow
toxicity,  making  it  an
excellent  all-around
choice  for  households.

Tips for
Preventin
g Mold
Regrowth
After
Treatmen
t
Using a borax solution
to kill mold is only half
the  battle.  To  keep
mold  f rom  coming
back, you must control
indoor  humidity.  Keep
humidity  levels  below
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5 0 %  u s i n g
dehumidifiers,  air
c o n d i t i o n e r s ,  o r
exhaust  fans.  Fix  any
plumbing or roof leaks
immediately.  Improve
a i r  c i rcu la t ion  by
opening  windows  or
using  fans,  especially
i n  k i t c h e n s  a n d
bathrooms.  Clean  and
dry  any  wet  areas
within 24–48 hours. For
ongoing  prevention,
you  can  lightly  mist
surfaces prone to mold
(like shower walls) with
a diluted borax solution
(one  tablespoon  per
quart of water) once a
week.  Also,  consider
using borax powder in
carpet cleaning or as a
laundry  additive  to
reduce mold in fabrics.

Common

Mistakes
to Avoid

Using too much1.
borax: A
saturated
solution may
leave excessive
residue that can
be gritty or
cause streaking.
Stick to the
recommended
ratio.
Rinsing2.
immediately: If
you rinse off the
solution, you lose
the protective
film. Only rinse
areas that come
in contact with
food or where a
white film is
undesirable.
Neglecting3.
safety gear:
Even though
borax fumes are
minimal, mold
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spores are
airborne and
harmful. Always
wear a mask.
Ignoring the4.
source of
moisture:
Eliminating the
cause of
dampness is
more important
than any
cleaning method.
Mixing borax5.
with bleach or
ammonia: This
can create toxic
gases or
neutralize the
solution. Use
borax alone.

Frequentl
y Asked
Questions
Q:  Can  I  use  borax
on painted walls?
A:  Yes,  but  test  first.

Borax  can  dull  glossy
paint if left to dry. Wipe
off the residue gently if
needed.
Q: How long does it
take for borax to kill
mold?
A :  C o n t a c t  t i m e
m a t t e r s .  S c r u b
thoroughly and let the
solution sit for at least
10–15 minutes. Visible
mold  may  need  two
applications.
Q: Is borax safe for
pets?
A: Borax is toxic to cats
and dogs if ingested in
large  amounts.  Keep
pets  away  from  wet
areas  until  dry,  and
store  borax  securely.
Q:  Can  I  use  borax
solution on carpet?
A: Yes, but it’s best for
small  areas.  Sprinkle
d r y  b o r a x  o n  t h e
carpet,  let  it  sit,  then
vacuum. For liquid use,
test for colorfastness.
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CONCLUSION

A borax solution to kill
mo ld  i s  a  p roven ,
n a t u r a l ,  a n d
economical method for
tackling  mold  in  your
home.  By  leveraging
the  a lka l in i ty  and
desiccant properties of
b o r a x ,  y o u  c a n
effectively  eliminate
existing  mold  colonies
while leaving behind a
protective  barrier  that
discourages  future
growth.  Unlike  harsh
chemical  cleaners,
borax is gentle on the
environment  and  on
your  family's  health,
provided you use basic
safety  precautions.

R e m e m b e r  t h a t
s u c c e s s f u l  m o l d
remediation hinges on
addressing  the  root
cause  of  moisture.
C o m b i n e  b o r a x
treatment  with  proper
ventilation,  humidity
control ,  and  quick
drying,  and  you  can
enjoy  a  mold-free,
healthier  living  space.
With the simple recipe
a n d  t e c h n i q u e s
outlined in this article,
you  now  have  the
knowledge  to  take
act ion  sa fe ly  and
effectively.  Give  borax
a try – your home (and
your  lungs)  will  thank
you.


