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WHO WROTE THE
PERCY JACKSON
SERIES: THE
CREATIVE GENIUS
BEHIND THE
BESTSELLING
SAGA

The Percy Jackson &
the Olympians series
has captivated millions
of  readers  worldwide
with  its  modern  twist
on  anc ien t  G reek
mythology,  relatable
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
thrilling  adventures.
But  for  many  fans  of
the demigod hero, the
question remains: Who
wrote  The  Percy

Jackson  series?  The
answer is Rick Riordan,
a former middle school
t e a c h e r  t u r n e d
celebrated  author,
whose  imaginative
storytelling  and  deep
unders tand ing  o f
mythology created one
of  the  most  beloved
fantasy  franchises  of
the 21st  century.  This
article explores the life,
i n s p i r a t i o n ,  a n d
enduring impact of the
man  who  b rought
Percy Jackson to life.

THE MAN BEHIND
THE MYTH: RICK
RIORDAN
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From
Classroo
m to
Bestseller

List
Richard Russell Riordan
Jr.,  better  known  as
Rick  Riordan,  was
born on June 5, 1964,
in San Antonio, Texas.
Before  becoming  a
household  name  in
children's  literature,
Riordan spent 15 years
teaching  English  and
h is to ry  a t  m idd le
schools  in  the  San
Francisco Bay Area. His
exper ience  in  the
classroom would prove
invaluable  in  shaping
t h e  v o i c e  a n d
accessibility  of  the
Percy  Jackson  series.
Riordan's  first  career

a s  a n  a u t h o r  w a s
a c t u a l l y  i n  a d u l t
mystery  fiction.  He
wrote several critically
acclaimed  mystery
novels  for  adul ts ,
including  the  Tres
Navarre  series,  which
w o n  t h e  E d g a r ,
Anthony,  and  Shamus
awards.  However,  it
was  his  son  Haley's
request  for  bedtime
stories  that  changed
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s
career—and  children's
literature  forever.

The
Bedtime
Story
That
Started It



Who Wrote The Percy Jackson Series 3

3

All
In  the  early  2000s,
Riordan's  son  Haley
was  diagnosed  with
ADHD  and  dyslexia.
Like  many  children
w i t h  l e a r n i n g
differences,  Haley
struggled with reading
b u t  l o v e d  G r e e k
mytho logy .  A f te r
Riordan  finished  telling
Haley  all  the  classic
m y t h s  f r o m  h i s
memory, his son asked
for  new  stories—ones
featuring the gods and
goddesses in a modern
s e t t i n g .  R i o r d a n
improvised tales about
a modern-day demigod
named  Percy  Jackson,
named after the Greek
hero  Perseus  and  a
c h a r a c t e r  f r o m
Riordan's  childhood
imagination.
Haley's  enthusiastic
response  inspired
Riordan to write a full

novel,  which  would
become The  Lightning
Th ie f .  Ha ley  a l so
suggested  that  Percy
should have ADHD and
dyslexia,  just  l ike
him—a  deta i l  that
would resonate deeply
with  countless  young
readers  who felt  seen
and understood for the
first time.

THE PERCY
JACKSON & THE
OLYMPIANS
SERIES: A
CULTURAL
PHENOMENON

Overview
of the
Original
Five-Book
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Series
When readers ask who
wrote  The  Percy
Jackson  series,  they
often  underestimate
t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e
achievement.  The
o r i g i n a l  s e r i e s
comprises  five  books
published  between
2005  and  2009:

The Lightning
Thief (2005)
The Sea of
Monsters
(2006)
The Titan's
Curse (2007)
The Battle of
the Labyrinth
(2008)
The Last
Olympian
(2009)

The  ser ies  fo l lows
Percy  Jackson,  a  12-
year -o ld  boy  who
discovers he is the son
of Poseidon, the Greek

god of  the sea.  He is
sent  to  Camp  Half-
B l ood ,  a  t r a i n i ng
ground  for  demigods,
and  embarks  on  epic
quests to prevent wars
among the gods, save
h i s  f r i e n d s ,  a n d
ultimately  decide  the
f a t e  o f  W e s t e r n
civilization.  Riordan's
g e n i u s  l i e s  i n
seamlessly  blending
classical  mythology
with  contemporary
American life, creating
a  world  where  Mount
Olympus hovers above
the  Emp i re  S ta te
Bui ld ing  and  gods
appear  as  ordinary
people.

Why the
Series
Resonate
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d with
Readers
Riordan's  background
as a teacher gave him
a rare  ability  to  write
authentically for young
a u d i e n c e s .  H e
u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t
children  crave  stories
that  respect  thei r
intel l igence  whi le
offering  humor,  heart,
and high stakes. Percy
Jackson is not a perfect
hero;  he  is  impulsive,
s a r c a s t i c ,  a n d
sometimes  reckless,
but  he  is  also  fiercely
loya l ,  b rave ,  and
willing  to  sacrifice
himself  for  others.
Importantly,  Riordan
used Percy's ADHD and
dyslexia  as  strengths
r a t h e r  t h a n
weaknesses.  In  the
world  of  demigods,
ADHD  sha rpens  a
hero's  battlefield

reflexes,  and  dyslexia
is  a  result  of  a  brain
wired  to  read  ancient
G r e e k  i n s t e a d  o f
English. This reframing
was  revolutionary,
offering  empowerment
to  neurodivergent
readers who had rarely
seen their experiences
portrayed positively  in
popular fiction.

EXPANDING THE
RIORDANVERSE:
BEYOND THE
ORIGINAL SERIES

The  quest ion  who
wrote  The  Percy
Jackson  series  leads
naturally  to  exploring
R i c k  R i o r d a n ' s
extended  universe.
After  the  original  five
b o o k s ,  R i o r d a n
continued to  build  his
mythologically inspired
world  with  several
connected  series.
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The
Heroes of
Olympus

Series
This  second  series,
comprising  five  books
published from 2010 to
2014 ,  i n t roduces
Roman  mythology
a l o n g s i d e  G r e e k
t r a d i t i o n s .  N e w
demigods  join  Percy
a n d  A n n a b e t h  t o
confront  the  Earth
goddess Gaea and her
giant army. The series
expands  the  scope  of
Riordan's  universe,
incorporating  multiple
points  of  v iew  and
complex  relationships
between  Greek  and
Roman  demigods.

The Kane
Chronicle
s and
Magnus
Chase
Series
Riordan  demonstrated
remarkable  versatility
by  tackling  Egyptian
mytho logy  in  The
Kane Chronicles  and
Norse  mythology  in
Magnus  Chase  and
the Gods of Asgard.
While  these  series
ex i s t  i n  the  same
shared  universe  as
Percy  Jackson,  they
feature  entirely  new
casts of characters and
demonstrate  Riordan's
commitment to cultural
respect  and  accurate
m y t h o l o g i c a l
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representation.

Trials of
Apollo
and the
Sun and
the Star
Series
I n  T h e  T r i a l s  o f
Apollo,  Riordan  takes
a bold narrative risk by
telling  the  story  from
the perspective of the
god  Apol lo,  who  is
turned  into  a  mortal
teenager.  This  series
explores  themes  of
r e d e m p t i o n ,
responsibility,  and  the
nature of divinity. More
recently,  Riordan  co-
authored The Sun and
the  Star  with  Mark
O s h i r o ,  a  n o v e l

f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e
beloved  characters
Nico di Angelo and Will
Solace.

THE IMPACT OF
RICK RIORDAN'S
WORK ON
CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE

Represen
tation
and
Inclusivit
y
One  of  Rick  Riordan's
most  significant
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o
l i t e r a t u r e  i s  h i s
d e d i c a t i o n  t o
representation.  When
r e a d e r s  a s k  who
wrote  The  Percy
Jackson  series  and
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d i s c o v e r  i t  w a s
Riordan,  they  also
l e a r n  a b o u t  h i s
deliberate  inclusion  of
diverse  characters.
Percy Jackson features
characters  of  various
ethnic  backgrounds,
c u l t u r e s ,  a n d
orientations.  Nico  di
Angelo's  coming-out
story (he is the son of
Hades and is gay) was
groundbreaking  for
middle-grade  fiction,
h a n d l e d  w i t h
sensitivity and depth.
Riordan has also been
a  vocal  advocate  for
# O w n V o i c e s
storytelling,  using  his
platform  to  promote
a u t h o r s  f r o m
m a r g i n a l i z e d
commun i t i e s .  He
stepped  back  from
writ ing  about  non-
Greek and non-Roman
mythologies  to  allow
authors  like  Roshani
Chokshi  (Aru  Shah
and the End of Time)

a n d  Y o o n  H a  L e e
(Dragon Pearl) to tell
stories  rooted  in  their
own cultural traditions.

Education
al Value
and Love
for
Mytholog
y
Riordan's  books  have
sparked  a  renewed
interest  in  classical
mythology  among
y o u n g  r e a d e r s .
Teachers and librarians
frequently  report  that
students  who  struggle
with  reading  become
voracious  consumers
of  mythology-based
l i t e r a t u r e  a f t e r
encountering  Percy
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Jackson.  The  series
serves as a gateway to
deeper  exploration  of
ancient  cultures,  and
Riordan  has  published
companion guides and
short  story  collections
to  further  feed  this
curiosity.

ADAPTATIONS AND
THE FUTURE OF
PERCY JACKSON

The
Disney+
Series
I n  2023 ,  D i sney+
launched  a  live-action
television adaptation of
The Lightning Thief,
w i th  R ick  R iordan
s e r v i n g  a s  a n
executive  producer
and  co-writer.  This
a d a p t a t i o n  w a s
particularly meaningful
to  fans  because  the

earlier film adaptations
(released in 2010 and
2013)  had  deviated
significantly  from  the
books and were widely
criticized by the author
and fans alike.
The  television  series
has been praised for its
faithfulness  to  the
source  material,  age-
appropriate  casting,
and  Riordan's  direct
involvement.  He  has
promised  that  the
series  will  honor  the
e m o t i o n a l  a n d
narrative  core  of  the
books  while  making
necessary adjustments
for the medium.

What's
Next for
Rick
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Riordan?
As  of  2025,  Riordan
continues to write and
expand  his  universe.
He  has  announced  a
new  series  featuring
characters  from  Percy
Jackson  as  adults,  as
w e l l  a s  o n g o i n g
projects  related  to
other mythologies.  His
ded i ca t i on  to  h i s
readers  is  evident  in
his active social media
p resence  and  h i s
willingness  to  engage
with fan communities.

UNDERSTANDING
THE GENIUS OF
RICK RIORDAN'S
WRITING

Voice and
Tone
T h e  h a l l m a r k  o f
Riordan's writing is his
use  of  a  first-person,

c o n v e r s a t i o n a l
narrative  voice.  Percy
Jackson speaks directly
to  the  reader  with
h u m o r ,  s e l f -
deprecat ion ,  and
genuine  emotion.  This
style  makes  complex
mythological  concepts
accessible  and  keeps
readers turning pages.
Riordan's  background
as  a  teacher  taught
him the importance of
engaging an audience,
and  his  writing  never
talks  down  to  young
people.

Themes
of
Identity
and
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Belonging
At  its  core,  the  Percy
Jackson series is about
discovering  who  you
are  and  finding  your
place  in  the  world.
Percy's journey from a
struggling student with
fami ly  i ssues  to  a
confident  hero  who
embraces  his  destiny
resonates  deeply  with
adolescents navigating
their  own  identities.
R io rdan  exp lo res
t h e m e s  o f  f o u n d
family,  the  nature  of
he ro i sm,  and  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
friendship with nuance
and sincerity.

Humor
and Heart
Riordan  ba lances
intense  action  and
emotional  moments
with  genuine  humor.

Percy ' s  sa rcas t i c
commenta ry ,  the
absurdity of  the godly
world colliding with the
mundane,  and  the
playful  interactions
between  characters
keep  the  tone  from
becoming  too  heavy.
This  balance  is  a  key
reason why the series
a p p e a l s  t o  b o t h
reluctant  readers  and
adu l t s  who  en joy
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
storytell ing.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING LEGACY
OF RICK RIORDAN

So,  who  wrote  The
P e r c y  J a c k s o n
series? The answer is
Rick Riordan—a former
teacher who listened to
his son, believed in the
power  of  stories,  and
created  a  world  that
has  inspired  millions.
The  Percy  Jackson
series is more than just
a collection of books; it
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is a cultural touchstone
that  taught  an  entire
g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t
differences  are
s t r e n g t h s ,  t h a t
mythology is alive and
relevant,  and  that
heroes  come  in  al l
forms.
Riordan's  influence  on
children's  literature
cannot  be  overstated.
He  demonstrated  that
young  readers  crave
c o m p l e x ,  w e l l -
researched stories that
r e s p e c t  t h e i r
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d
e m o t i o n s .  H e
c h a m p i o n e d
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,
neurodiversity, and the
importance  of  seeing

oneself  reflected  in
stories. And above all,
he made reading fun.
Whether  you  are  a
longtime fan revisiting
Camp  Half-Blood  or  a
new  reader  meeting
Percy  Jackson  for  the
first  time,  the  question
of  who  wrote  The
Percy Jackson series
opens  the  door  to  a
r i ch ,  imag inat ive
universe that continues
to  grow  and  evolve.
Rick Riordan's legacy is
secure  as  one  of  the
most  important  and
beloved authors of our
time, and the demigod
saga  he  created  will
undoubtedly  continue
to captivate readers for
generations to come.


