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THE BIRTHMARK NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE FULL
TEXT: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE CLASSIC STORY OF
OBSESSION AND IMPERFECTION

Nathaniel  Hawthorne’s  1843  short  story,  “The  Birthmark,”
remains one of the most haunting and intellectually provocative
works in American literature. For readers seeking The Birthmark
Nathaniel Hawthorne Full Text, the story is freely available
online, but to truly appreciate its layers, one must understand its
themes,  characters,  and  historical  context.  This  article  offers  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  tale,  exploring  why  this  brief
narrative continues to captivate audiences nearly two centuries
later.
“The Birthmark” tells the story of Aylmer, a brilliant scientist, and
his  wife  Georgiana,  who bears  a  small,  hand-shaped crimson
mark  on  her  cheek.  While  many  consider  the  birthmark  a
charming beauty mark, Aylmer becomes obsessed with removing
it.  He  sees  the  flaw  as  a  symbol  of  earthly  imperfection—a
reminder of mortality and the limits of human control. Driven by
hubris and an insatiable desire for perfection, Aylmer subjects his
wife to a dangerous experiment, with tragic consequences.

Plot Overview of
Hawthorne’s Tale
The  narrative  opens  with  Aylmer’s  growing  fixation  on
Georgiana’s birthmark. He confesses that it disrupts his peace of
mind,  and  he  dreams  of  cutting  it  out.  Georgiana,  initially
dismissive, becomes distressed by his obsession and eventually
agrees  to  let  him  attempt  its  removal  using  his  scientific
knowledge. Aylmer, a renowned natural philosopher, concocts an
elixir. When Georgiana drinks it, the birthmark fades, but she dies
in the process—proof, as the story suggests, that nature’s design
cannot be trifled with.
Hawthorne masterfully uses the full text of “The Birthmark” to
explore the tension between science and the natural world, a
theme  that  resonates  deeply  in  today’s  era  of  genetic
engineering and cosmetic enhancement. The story’s brevity—just
a  few  thousand  words—belies  its  intellectual  density.  Every
sentence is crafted to build suspense and philosophical weight.

Themes and Symbolism in
“The Birthmark”
At its core, the story is a meditation on the human desire for
perfection and the dangers of overreaching. The birthmark itself
is  a  powerful  symbol.  To  Georgiana,  it  is  a  trivial  flaw,  even  a
mark of beauty. To Aylmer, it  represents the “imperfection of
nature” and the “stain of mortality.” This divergence highlights a
central conflict: the subjective nature of perception and the folly
of attempting to impose absolute standards on the natural world.
Another  key  theme  is  the  relationship  between  science  and
spirituality.  Hawthorne,  writing in the early 19th century,  was
deeply  influenced  by  Puritanical  skepticism  of  human  ambition.

Aylmer’s laboratory is described as a place of dark, magical arts,
and  his  assistant  Aminadab  is  a  brutish,  earthbound  figure  who
represents the physical world that Aylmer seeks to transcend.
The  story  warns  against  the  scientific  pursuit  of  perfection
without  ethical  boundaries—a  warning  that  feels  startlingly
modern.
The Birthmark Nathaniel Hawthorne Full Text also explores
gender  dynamics.  Georgiana  is  initially  passive,  allowing  her
husband’s  obsession  to  dictate  her  fate.  But  as  the  story
progresses, she asserts her own agency, choosing to risk death
rather than live as a source of her husband’s displeasure. Her
final  words—“My  poor  Aylmer!  You  have  rejected  the  best  the
earth  could  offer!”—are  a  poignant  indictment  of  his  misplaced
values.

Aylmer’s Character: The
Tragic Scientist
Aylmer is one of Hawthorne’s most memorable characters: a man
of immense intellect but limited wisdom. He is, in many ways, a
forerunner  of  Dr.  Frankenstein—a  figure  whose  genius  outstrips
his  humanity.  Aylmer’s  obsession  with  the  birthmark  is  not
merely aesthetic; it is philosophical. He sees it as a stain that
only he can remove, a challenge to his mastery over nature. His
dreams, as described in the story, reveal a dark subconscious
where he attempts to surgically remove the mark, only to find it
sinking deeper into Georgiana’s heart. This dream sequence is a
powerful metaphor for the futility of his quest.
Hawthorne does not portray Aylmer as a villain,  but as a flawed
human being whose love is corrupted by intellectual arrogance.
He genuinely believes he is acting for Georgiana’s happiness, yet
he cannot see that his obsession is destroying her. The tragedy
lies in his blindness—his inability to accept imperfection as part
of life.

Georgiana’s Tragic Heroism
Georgiana  is  more  than  a  passive  victim.  She  demonstrates
courage and a form of tragic heroism. When she discovers that
the  birthmark  drives  Aylmer  to  despair,  she  offers  to  drink  any
potion he devises. She accepts the risk because she values his
love  over  her  own  life.  Yet  her  decision  also  reflects  a  deep
sadness:  she internalizes his judgment and begins to see the
birthmark  as  a  flaw.  Hawthorne’s  portrayal  of  her  psychological
journey is subtle but devastating. She moves from confidence to
self-doubt to ultimate sacrifice.
In  the full  text,  Georgiana’s  transformation is  marked by her
changing relationship with her own body. She allows Aylmer to
paint over the birthmark with a cosmetic solution, only to feel
ashamed of her natural appearance. This moment resonates with
contemporary issues surrounding body image and the pressure to
conform to unrealistic standards.

Historical Context:
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Hawthorne and 19th-
Century Science
To fully appreciate The Birthmark Nathaniel Hawthorne Full
Text, it helps to understand the era in which it was written. The
early  1800s  were  a  time  of  rapid  scientific  discovery,  from
electricity  to  chemistry.  Hawthorne,  l ike  many  of  his
contemporaries, was both fascinated and alarmed by the power
of science. He was part of the American Romantic movement,
which emphasized emotion, nature, and the individual over cold
rationality.
Hawthorne’s  own  family  history—his  great-grandfather  was  a
judge in the Salem witch trials—also colored his view of human
fallibility.  “The  Birthmark”  can  be  read  as  a  cautionary  tale
against the hubris of Enlightenment thought, which promised to
perfect  humanity  but  often  delivered  tragedy.  Aylmer’s
laboratory,  with  its  mysterious  furnaces  and  bubbling  elixirs,
mirrors the alchemical dreams of old, updated with 19th-century
chemistry.
The story also engages with Transcendentalist ideas, particularly
the belief in the inherent goodness of nature. Aylmer’s attempt to
“improve”  Georgiana  is  an  affront  to  the  natural  order,  and  the
story  suggests  that  such  interference  leads  only  to  death.
Emerson and Thoreau might have seen Aylmer as a cautionary
example of the “foolish consistency” that seeks to erase the very
flaws that make life organic.

Where to Find The
Birthmark Nathaniel
Hawthorne Full Text
Because  Hawthorne’s  works  are  in  the  public  domain,  The
Birthmark Nathaniel Hawthorne Full Text is widely available
online  for  free.  Project  Gutenberg  offers  a  clean,  digital  version
that can be downloaded or read in a browser. Many academic
websites also host the story with annotations. Searching for “The
Birthmark Hawthorne full text PDF” will yield numerous results. It
is also included in many anthologies of Hawthorne’s short stories,
such as “Mosses from an Old Manse.”
For those who prefer audio, LibriVox offers a free recording of the
story read by volunteers. The brevity of the tale makes it  an
excellent  candidate for  a  single sitting,  and its  rich language
rewards repeated reading. When you access the full  text, pay
close attention to Hawthorne’s descriptive passages—the way he
describes the birthmark as a “crimson stain” or the “visible mark
of earthly imperfection.” These details are crucial to the story’s
symbolic power.

Why This Story Remains
Relevant
More  than  170  years  after  its  publication,  “The  Birthmark”
continues to resonate because its themes are timeless. We live in
an age of advanced cosmetic surgery, gene editing (CRISPR), and
a  cultural  obsession  with  perfection.  Social  media  filters  and
photo-editing  apps  allow  us  to  erase  our  “flaws”  with  a  tap,
mirroring Aylmer’s attempt to eliminate Georgiana’s birthmark.
The story asks: At what cost?

Modern  parallels  are  abundant.  Consider  the  pressures  on
individuals  to  undergo  plastic  surgery  to  conform  to  beauty
standards,  or  the  ethical  debates  around  genetic  selection.
Aylmer’s hubris is echoed in Silicon Valley’s promises to “hack”
human biology. The story serves as a sobering reminder that not
all imperfections are problems to be solved. Some are part of
what makes us human.
Hawthorne’s critique of scientific overreach is also relevant in the
context of technological acceleration. The phrase “playing God”
is  often  invoked,  and  “The  Birthmark”  is  one  of  the  earliest
literary explorations of that concept. Aylmer’s failure is not in his
science but in his morality—he forgets that his wife is a person,
not a project.

Stylistic and Narrative
Techniques in the Full Text
Examining The Birthmark Nathaniel  Hawthorne Full  Text
from a literary perspective reveals Hawthorne’s masterful use of
symbolism, foreshadowing, and allegory. The story is structured
like a fable, with a clear moral lesson. The birthmark itself  is
described in anthropomorphic terms—a “tiny hand” that seems
to grasp at  life.  This  imagery amplifies  the sense that  Aylmer  is
fighting against a living, natural force.
Hawthorne  also  uses  the  contrast  between  Aylmer  and  his
assistant, Aminadab, to highlight the dichotomy between intellect
and instinct.  Aminadab, with his  “grimy” hands and “shaggy”
appearance, is the embodiment of physical labor and acceptance
of the natural world. When Georgiana dies, Aminadab’s “hoarse,
chuckling  laugh”  suggests  that  the  earth  reclaims its  own—a
final, dark commentary on human pretension.
The  pacing  of  the  story  is  deliberate.  Hawthorne  spends
considerable time building Aylmer’s anxiety and the tension in
the household before the experiment.  The moment Georgiana
drinks the elixir is told with dramatic irony: we know, even as she
drinks, that the outcome will be fatal. Hawthorne’s prose is both
lyrical  and precise,  making the full  text  a  joy  to  analyze  for
students and casual readers alike.

Comparative Readings and
Interpretations
Critics  have  offered  diverse  interpretations  of  “The  Birthmark.”
Some read it  as  a  feminist  allegory  about  male  control  over
female bodies. Others see it as a meditation on the relationship
between art and nature, or as a psychological study of obsession.
The  story  has  also  been  compared  to  Mary  Shelley’s
“Frankenstein,” published two decades earlier, in its exploration
of the monstrous consequences of unchecked ambition.
In classroom settings, The Birthmark Nathaniel Hawthorne
Full  Text  is  often  paired  with  other  short  works  l ike
“Rappaccini’s Daughter” or Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Oval Portrait”
to  discuss  themes  of  fatal  perfectionism.  The  story’s
ambiguity—Is  Aylmer  a  villain  or  a  tragic  hero?  Is  Georgiana
complicit or coerced?—makes it a fertile ground for discussion.
Another fascinating angle is the religious reading. The birthmark
can symbolize original sin, and Aylmer’s attempt to remove it is a
misguided  quest  for  redemption  through  science  rather  than
faith.  Georgiana’s  death  echoes  the  biblical  warning  that  sin
cannot  be  erased  by  human  effort  alone.  Hawthorne,  with  his
Puritan heritage, would have been acutely aware of this subtext.
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Conclusion: The Enduring
Power of Hawthorne’s Tale
In  a  world  where  perfection  is  relentlessly  marketed  and

dissatisfaction  with  our  natural  selves  is  a  multibillion-dollar
industry, “The Birthmark” stands as a timeless cautionary tale. It
reminds us that beauty is often found in imperfection, and that
love  should  embrace  flaws  rather  than  try  to  erase  them.  The
story’s  tragic  ending—Georgiana’s  death  as  the  price  of
perfection—is  a  powerful  statement  about  the  limits  of  human


