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DISCOVERING A NEW DIMENSION
OF THE OUTLANDER SAGA

For  devoted  fans  of  Diana  Gabaldon's
epic historical fiction series, the world of
Outlander  is  a  rich  tapestry  of  time
travel,  passionate  romance,  and  high-
stakes adventure. While the novels and
the beloved television adaptation have
captured the hearts of millions, there is a

unique entry point into this universe that
offers  a  distinctly  different  experience:
The  Exile  An  Outlander  Graphic
Novel.  Published in 2010, this  graphic
novel serves not merely as a companion
piece but as a stand-alone narrative that
reimagines  the  early  events  of  the  first
O u t l a n d e r  n o v e l  f r o m  a  f r e s h
perspective.  It  invites  both  longtime
readers and newcomers to step into the
world of 18th-century Scotland through
the powerful medium of sequential art.

https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/


2

2 The Exile An Outlander Graphic Novel Diana Gabaldon 2023-10-22

This  article  delves  deeply  into  what
makes this graphic novel  a compelling
and essential addition to the Outlander
canon, exploring its storyline, its unique
artistic  vision,  and  its  importance  for
fans.

WHAT IS THE EXILE AN
OUTLANDER GRAPHIC NOVEL?

At  its  core,  The Exile  An Outlander
Graphic Novel is an adaptation of the
first  half  of  Diana  Gabaldon's  debut
novel, Outlander. However, it is far from
a  simple,  panel-by-panel  retelling.
Gabaldon  collaborated  with  illustrator
Hoang Nguyen to create a narrative that
shifts the focal  point away from Claire
Beauchamp Randall, the series' primary
protagonist,  and  onto  a  new  central
character:  a  young  Scottish  soldier

named Jamie Fraser. But the story does
not stop there.  The graphic novel also
provides  a  significant  amount  of
backstory  and  perspective  from
secondary characters who are often in
the shadows of the novels. The result is
a  work  that  feels  both  familiar  and
refreshingly  new,  offering  readers  a
chance  to  see  the  events  of  1743
Scotland from a different angle. It stands
as  a  tes tament  to  the  depth  o f
Gabaldon's  world-building,  proving that
even a story told many times can still
reveal new layers of complexity.

THE STORYLINE: A FAMILIAR
TALE FROM A NEW PERSPECTIVE
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A Shift in Focus
to Young Jamie

Fraser
While  the  original  novel  begins  with
Claire  Randall,  a  former  combat  nurse
from  1945,  stepping  through  the
standing stones of  Craigh na Dun, the
graphic novel opens with a young Jamie
Fraser.  Readers  are  immediately
introduced to Jamie's life before Claire,
witnessing his return to his clan after a
period of  exile.  This  exploration of  his
past, including his relationship with his
father and the remnants of  his family,
provides crucial emotional context. The
reader  understands  the  weight  of  his

responsibilities  and  the  trauma  he
carries  long  before  he  meets  the
mysterious Englishwoman.  This  change
in  narrat ive  pr ior i ty  is  the  most
significant and celebrated aspect of The
Exile An Outlander Graphic Novel, as
it  deepens the emotional  resonance of
the character we all love.

The Role of
Murtagh
Fitzgibbons
Fraser
Another  major  narrative  thread  in  the
graphic  novel  is  the  expanded role  of
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Murtagh,  Jamie's  godfather  and  loyal
clansman.  In  the novels,  Murtagh is  a
constant but often silent presence. Here,
he is given a full backstory and a voice
of his own. The graphic novel explores
his secret mission and his deep, abiding
loyalty to the Fraser clan. Key moments,
such as his first encounter with Claire at
the castle and his silent vigil during her
marriage  to  Jamie,  are  given  new
meaning.  The  reader  is  allowed inside
Murtagh's  head,  understanding  his
suspicions, his protective instincts, and
his eventual acceptance of Claire.  This
character development is a gift for fans
who have always appreciated the dour
but fiercely loyal clansman.

New Scenes and
Deleted
Moments
The  Exile  An  Outlander  Graphic
Novel  also  includes  scenes  that  were
either hinted at in the novels or were cut
from the original manuscript. One of the
most  notable  is  a  sequence  at  Castle
Leoch  where  Claire  treats  a  wounded
stable  boy.  This  simple  scene,  which
does not appear in the novel or the TV
show, showcases Claire's medical skills
and  her  compassion  in  a  way  that  is
visually powerful. The graphic novel also
provides  a  more  detailed  look  at  the
aftermath  of  the  Battle  of  Wentworth
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Prison,  focusing  on  the  physical  and
emotional  toll  it  takes  on  Jamie  and
those who love him. These additions feel
seamless, as if they were always part of
the story, and they enrich the existing
lore without contradicting it.

ARTISTIC STYLE AND
ILLUSTRATION

The Visual
Language of
Hoang Nguyen
The success of any graphic novel hinges
on its art,  and the illustrations in The
Exile An Outlander Graphic Novel are

nothing  short  of  breathtaking.  Hoang
Nguyen's  style  is  a  blend  of  classical
painting  and  modern  comic  book
aesthetics. The characters are rendered
with a striking realism that captures the
essence of  the actors from the series,
particularly in later printings where the
artwork  was  adjusted  to  more  closely
resemble  Sam  Heughan  and  Caitriona
Balfe.  However,  beyond mere likeness,
Nguyen  excels  at  conveying  emotion
through posture  and  facial  expression.
The quiet pain in Jamie's eyes, the fierce
determination  in  Claire's,  and  the
weathered wisdom in Murtagh's face are
all  rendered with a delicate hand. The
landscape of  the  Scottish  Highlands  is
also  a  character  in  itself,  depicted  in
sweeping, panoramic shots that convey
both its wild beauty and its harshness.
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Color Palette and
Atmosphere
The color palette of the graphic novel is
intentionally subdued, relying heavily on
earth tones of green, brown, and gray.
This  choice  grounds  the  story  in  the
gritty reality of 18th-century life, a stark
contrast  to  the  often  romanticized
version seen in other media. The colors
shift  effectively  to  convey  mood:  the
cool, muted tones of a rainy day in the
Highlands, the warm, golden light of a
fire  in  a  castle  hall,  and  the  stark,
terrifying  brightness  of  a  redcoat
uniform.  This  careful  manipulation  of
color aids the narrative flow and helps to
establish  the  historical  authenticity  of

the world.

HOW IT CONNECTS TO THE
OUTLANDER BOOK SERIES

Canon and
Continuity
For fans concerned about the canonicity
of  The Exile  An Outlander  Graphic
Novel,  it  is  officially  recognized  as  part
of  the  Outlander  universe.  Diana
Gabaldon  was  actively  involved  in  its
creation, ensuring that the new scenes
and  perspect ives  al ign  with  her
established  lore.  It  is  considered  a
"faithful expansion" of the original story.
This means that events depicted in the
graphic novel, such as Murtagh's secret
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mission or Jamie's early encounters, are
considered true within the context of the
books.  It  does not replace the original
novel  but instead complements it,  filling
in gaps and offering a multi-faceted view
of the same timeline.

A Bridge
Between Novels
Interestingly,  the  graphic  novel  also
contains  subtle  forward-references  to
events in later books in the series. For
example,  the  emphasis  on  Jamie's
re lat ionsh ip  wi th  h is  materna l
grandfather,  Lord  Lovat,  hints  at  the
complex political and personal dynamics
that  will  be  explored  more  fully  in
Dragonfly  in  Amber  and  beyond.  For  a

new  reader,  this  book  serves  as  an
excellent  entry  point,  providing  a
condensed  but  emotionally  complete
introduction  to  the  characters  and
conflicts  of  the  series.  For  the  seasoned
fan, it is a treasure trove of new insights.

WHY IT MATTERS FOR FANS OF
THE OUTLANDER SERIES

For Readers of
the Books
Longtime  readers  of  the  novels  will  find
immense  satisfaction  in  the  expanded
characterization.  For  years,  fans  have
asked,  "What  was  Jamie  thinking?"  or
"What was Murtagh's perspective?" The
Exile  An  Outlander  Graphic  Novel
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answers  those  questions.  It  is  a  love
letter to the supporting cast, fleshing out
characters who have been beloved for
decades.  It  also  provides  a  visual
consistency for those who have always
imagined  the  world  through  their  own
minds  eye,  offering  a  definitive  artistic
vision  of  key  locations  and  moments.

For Viewers of
the Television
Series
Fans of  the Starz  television series  will
find  the  graphic  novel  particularly
intriguing. The visual style of the graphic
novel is heavily influenced by the show's

aesthetic,  making it  feel  like a natural
extension.  However,  because  the
graphic  novel  focuses  on  Murtagh's
backstory,  which is  more developed in
the books than in the show, it provides a
deeper  appreciation  for  his  character.
Watching  the  show  after  reading  the
graphic  novel  adds  a  new  layer  of
emotional  weight  to  Murtagh's  quiet
scenes.  Moreover,  the  inclusion  of
deleted  scenes  from  the  books  offers  a
glimpse  of  what  might  have  been,
feeding  the  insatiable  curiosity  of  the
fanbase.

CRITICAL RECEPTION AND
IMPACT

Upon  i ts  re lease,  The  Exi le  An
Outlander  Graphic  Novel  was  met
with  general ly  posit ive  reviews,
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particularly for its ambition in retelling a
familiar story from a new angle. Some
critics  praised  the  artwork,  calling  it
"cinematic"  and  "evocative,"  while
others  appreciated the  depth  given to
Murtagh. The main critique from some
quarters was that the pacing could feel
rushed for readers already familiar with
the  story,  as  it  covers  a  significant
amount of plot in a limited number of
pages. However, for its target audience
of  dedicated  fans,  these  minor  pacing
issues were outweighed by the wealth of
new  content.  The  graphic  novel  has
since become a sought-after collector's
item  and  a  staple  of  Outlander  fan
libraries, cementing its place as a unique
and  valuable  part  of  the  franchise's
expanded universe.

CONCLUSION

The  Exile  An  Outlander  Graphic
Novel is more than just an adaptation; it
is a re-imagining that breathes new life
into  a  beloved  story.  By  shifting  the
perspective  to  Jamie  Fraser  and
expanding  the  role  of  Murtagh,  Diana
Gabaldon  and  Hoang  Nguyen  have
created a work that feels essential, not
optional.  It  offers  a  deeper
understanding of the characters we think
we know, a visual feast that brings the
Scottish  Highlands  to  l i fe,  and  a
satisfying  expansion  of  the  Outlander
timeline. Whether you are a book purist,
a  television  devotee,  or  a  newcomer
curious  about  this  world,  this  graphic
novel  provides  a  fresh  and  rewarding
entry point. It stands as a testament to
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the enduring power of the story and its
characters, proving that even in a world
of time travel, there is always more to
discover.  For  anyone looking to  enrich

their experience of the Outlander saga,
The  Exile  An  Outlander  Graphic
Novel is an indispensable and beautiful
addition to the collection.


