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UNDERSTANDING
THE NWEA MAP
GROWTH
ASSESSMENT AND
THE 2021 SCORE
CHART

For educators, parents,
and  students  alike,
standardized  testing
can  often  feel  like  a
c o m p l e x  m a z e  o f
n u m b e r s  a n d
percentiles. Among the
most  w ide ly  used
adaptive  assessments
in the United States is
t h e  M e a s u r e s  o f
Academic  Progress
(MAP)  test,  developed
by  the  Nor thwes t
Evaluation  Association

(NWEA).  The  NWEA
MAP  Scores  Chart
2021 remains a critical
reference  point  for
interpreting  student
performance,  tracking
academic  growth,  and
making  data-informed
instructional  decisions.
This article provides a
comprehensive look at
what  the  2021  MAP
score chart represents,
how to read it, and why
i t  cont inues  to  be
relevant for measuring
student achievement.

What is
the NWEA
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MAP
Test?
T h e  M A P  t e s t  i s  a
c o m p u t e r - b a s e d ,
adaptive  assessment
t h a t  m e a s u r e s  a
student’s  academic
progress  in  subjects
l i k e  R e a d i n g ,
M a t h e m a t i c s ,
Language  Usage,  and
S c i e n c e .  U n l i k e
t rad i t iona l  norm-
referenced  tests  that
compare students to a
fixed  set  of  questions,
MAP  adapts  in  real
t ime.  I f  a  s tudent
answers  correctly,  the
next question becomes
more  challenging;  if
incorrect,  the  difficulty
d e c r e a s e s .  T h i s
i n d i v i d u a l i z e d
approach  provides  a
precise  measure  of  a
student’s  instructional
level.
The  primary  metric

used in MAP reporting
i s  t h e  R I T  s c o r e
(Rasch  Unit ) .  This
equal-interval  scale
allows  educators  to
track academic growth
over  time,  regardless
of  grade  level.  The
NWEA  MAP  Scores
C h a r t  f o r  2 0 2 1
consolidates  RIT  score
r a n g e s  a n d
c o r r e s p o n d i n g
percentile  ranks  for
students  in  grades
K–12, broken down by
subject  and  season
(Fall,  Winter,  Spring).

Why the
2021
Chart
Matters
The  2021  NWEA  MAP
s c o r e s  c h a r t  i s
particularly  significant
because it reflects data
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collected  during  the
recovery  period  from
t h e  C O V I D - 1 9
pandemic  s choo l
disrupt ions.  Many
school  districts  used
t h e  2 0 2 0 – 2 0 2 1
academic  year  to  re-
establ ish  basel ine
achievement  levels.
The  chart  provides
n o r m a t i v e
data—averages  and
percentiles—derived
f r o m  a  l a r g e ,
representative  sample
of students who tested
during  the  2020–2021
school year. Educators
frequently refer to this
chart  to  set  growth
ta rge t s ,  i den t i f y
student  strengths  and
weaknesses ,  and
compare  individual
p e r f o r m a n c e  t o
national  norms.

Key

Compone
nts of the
NWEA
MAP
Scores
Chart
2021
A  typical  NWEA  MAP
score chart for a given
year  includes  several
columns  and  rows.
Understanding  these
elements is crucial for
proper  interpretation.
Below are the essential
components:

Grade Level:
Indicates the
student’s current
grade (e.g., K, 1,
2…12).
Subject:
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Reading,
Mathematics,
Language Usage,
or Science.
Seasonal
Norms: Fall,
Winter, Spring.
Each season has
its own RIT score
ranges because
students grow
academically
over the school
year.
Percentile
Ranks: Values
from 1 to 99,
showing how a
student’s RIT
score compares
to the national
sample. For
example, a
student at the
60th percentile
scored higher
than 60% of
peers.
RIT Score
Ranges: Typical
low, average,
and high RIT

scores for each
grade and
season. The
chart often
provides median
(50th percentile)
RIT scores.
Standard
Deviation:
Some charts
include the
standard
deviation to
indicate variance
within the norm
group.

How to
Read the
2021 MAP
Scores
Chart
To interpret the NWEA
MAP Scores Chart 2021
effectively,  follow
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these  steps:

Identify the1.
student’s
grade and
subject. For
instance, a 4th
grader taking the
Math MAP test in
Winter 2021.
Locate the2.
relevant row in
the chart. The
chart may be
organized by
grade, then by
subject and
season. Find the
row for Grade 4,
Math, Winter.
Find the3.
student’s RIT
score. The
student’s RIT
score appears on
their individual
report. Compare
it to the chart’s
median RIT for
that
grade/subject/se
ason. For
example, if the

chart shows a
median RIT of
210 for 4th grade
Math in Winter
2021, and your
student scored
215, they are
above the
national average.
Check the4.
percentile
rank. The chart
often includes a
table mapping
RIT scores to
percentiles. A
score of 215
might
correspond to
the 70th
percentile,
meaning the
student
performed better
than 70% of
peers
nationwide.
Consider5.
growth over
time. Compare
scores from Fall
2021 to Spring
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2021 (or across
years) to
measure
academic
growth. The
chart provides
typical growth
norms per
subject and
grade.

Sample
Data
from the
2021
Chart
(Illustrati
ve)
Below  are  illustrative
examples  of  what  the
2021 MAP scores chart
contains. Actual NWEA
data is proprietary, but

these  approximations
reflect  typical  values:

Grade Subject Season
Median

RIT
(50th
%ile)

Percentile
Range

(Low–High)

3 Reading Fall
2021 195 175–215

3 Reading Spring
2021 204 184–224

5 Mathematics Winter
2021 218 198–238

Note :  The  ranges
s h o w n  a r e  f o r
illustration  only.  For
actual normative data,
refer  to  the  official
NWEA  2021  norms
document or a school-
provided chart.

Using the
2021
Chart to
Set
Academic
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Goals
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
valuable  applications
of  the  NWEA  MAP
Scores Chart 2021 is
goal  setting.  Teachers
and  parents  can  use
the  chart  to  identify
w h e r e  a  s t u d e n t
currently  stands  and
what  RIT  score  they
need  to  reach  typical
growth or to move into
a higher percentile. For
example:

A student
currently at the
30th percentile
in Reading with a
RIT of 190 in Fall
might need to
achieve a RIT of
198 by Spring to
reach the 40th
percentile, based
on typical growth
norms.
The chart can
also help identify
students who are

significantly
below or above
grade level,
enabling
differentiation in
instruction.

Schools  often  use  the
chart to evaluate which
students  qualify  for
intervention  programs,
gifted  programs,  or
additional  enrichment.
Because  the  2021
c h a r t  p r o v i d e s  a
snapshot  of  national
performance  during  a
unique  post-pandemic
year ,  i t  remains  a
valuable  baseline  for
comparing later years’
data.

Differenc
es
Between
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2021 and
Other

Years
It is important to note
that  the  2020–2021
s c h o o l  y e a r  s a w
significant variability in
test  administration.
Some  students  tested
remotely,  while  others
tested in person. As a
result,  the  2021  MAP
norms  may  differ
slightly  from  those  of
2019  or  2022.  NWEA
periodically updates its
norms  (every  3–5
years)  to  reflect
changes in the student
population.  The  2021
chart  is  part  of  the
2020  norms  update,
which  incorporated
d a t a  f r o m  t h e
pandemic  year.  When
compar ing  scores
across  different  years,
a l w a y s  u s e  t h e

appropriate  normative
chart  for  that  year.

Common
Misconce
ptions
About
MAP
Scores
Many parents and even
s o m e  e d u c a t o r s
mis in terpret  MAP
scores. Here are a few
clarifications:

A high RIT
score does not
mean the
student is
“ahead” of
their grade
level. The RIT
scale is
continuous; a
high score
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indicates that the
student can
answer more
difficult
questions, but
the curriculum
should still align
with their
instructional
level.
Percentile
ranks are not
the same as
percentage
correct. A
student at the
95th percentile
scored higher
than 95% of the
norm group, not
that they
answered 95% of
questions
correctly.
The 2021 chart
does not
indicate a
pass/fail. MAP is
a growth
measure, not a
high-stakes
accountability

test. It is
designed to
inform
instruction, not
to label students.

How to
Access
the
Official
2021
NWEA
MAP
Scores
Chart
The  official  NWEA  MAP
growth  norms  and
s c o r e  c h a r t s  a r e
available  to  schools
and  d is t r ic ts  that
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subscribe  to  the  MAP
suite  of  assessments.
Parents  can  typically
request a copy of  the
chart from their child’s
teacher  or  school .
NWEA  also  publishes
technical  reports  that
include detailed tables
for  each  grade  and
subject.  Some  online
educational  portals
may  provide  simplified
versions,  but  always
verify  the  source  to
ensure accuracy.

Practical
Tips for
Parents
If  your  child  took  the
MAP  test  in  2021  (or
any year),  here’s  how
to  make  the  most  of
the scores:

Ask the teacher1.
for the Student
Progress

Report, which
usually includes
the RIT score,
percentile rank,
and a
comparison to
the 2021 norms.
Focus on growth2.
over time rather
than a single
score. Two data
points (e.g., Fall
and Spring)
provide much
more insight
than one.
Use the chart to3.
understand the
typical RIT
ranges for your
child’s grade. If
your child is
below the 25th
percentile, they
may need
additional
support; if above
the 75th
percentile, they
might benefit
from enrichment.
Discuss with your4.
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child’s teacher
how the MAP
data informs
classroom
instruction. The
chart is just one
piece of a larger
assessment
puzzle.

Limitation
s of the
2021
Chart
No  single  chart  can
capture  every  nuance
of  student  learning.
The  2021  NWEA  MAP
s c o r e s  c h a r t  h a s
certain  l imitations:

Sample
representative
ness: The 2021
norm group may
not perfectly
represent the

entire U.S.
student
population due to
regional
differences in
pandemic impact
and participation
rates.
Seasonal
variation: Fall
2021 scores
were particularly
affected by
learning loss
from the
previous year.
Spring 2021
scores reflected
partial recovery.
Subject
coverage:
Language Usage
and Science
norms are often
based on smaller
samples than
Reading and
Math, potentially
increasing
margin of error.

Despite these caveats,
the 2021 chart remains
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a  robust  tool  when
used  appropriately
a l o n g s i d e  o t h e r
student  performance
data.

Conclusio
n
T h e  N W E A  M A P
Scores  Chart  2021
serves as an essential
r e s o u r c e  f o r
understanding  student
ach ievement  i n  a
pivotal school year. By
providing  clear  RIT
score benchmarks and
percentile  ranks,  the
c h a r t  e n a b l e s
educators and families
to measure growth, set
g o a l s ,  a n d  t a i l o r

instruction  to  meet
individual  student
needs .  Wh i le  i t  i s
important  to  interpret
t h e s e  s c o r e s  i n
context—considering
t h e  p a n d e m i c ’ s
influence  and  the
c h a r t ’ s  i n h e r e n t
limitations—the  2021
norms continue to offer
valuable  insights  into
academic  progress.
Whether  you  are  a
teacher  planning  a
lesson  or  a  parent
curious  about  your
child’s  performance,
familiarity  with  this
chart empowers you to
make  informed,  data-
driven  decisions  that
s u p p o r t  l i f e l o n g
learning.


