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THE QUEST FOR ULTIMATE VELOCITY: WHERE IS THE
FASTEST CAR IN THE WORLD?

For over a century, the automotive world has been captivated by
a singular, relentless pursuit: speed. From the early land-speed
record attempts on windswept beaches to the modern, computer-
designed hypercars, pushing the boundaries of velocity remains
the  ultimate  engineering  challenge.  When  enthusiasts  ask,
“Where is the fastest car in the world?”,  they are often
asking a question with two distinct meanings. Are they asking for
the geographical location of the vehicle that currently holds the
crown?  Or  are  they  asking  which  specific  model  has  officially
claimed  the  title  of  the  world’s  fastest  production  car?  The
answer, as with most things in the hypercar world, is layered,
steeped in controversy, and constantly evolving. This article will
take you on a high-speed journey to explore the current title
holder, the locations where these incredible feats are achieved,
and where you might catch a glimpse of automotive royalty.

Defining the Undisputed
Champion: The SSC
Tuatara
As  of  the  most  recent,  verified  records,  the  car  that  holds  the
official  title  of  the  world’s  fastest  production  vehicle  is  the  SSC
Tuatara. Built by the American manufacturer SSC North America
(formerly  Shelby  SuperCars),  the  Tuatara  is  a  masterpiece of
aerodynamics and power. To answer the geographical part of the
question,  the car  is  designed and headquartered in  Richland,
Washington, but its record was set on a stretch of public highway
in the Nevada desert. On October 10, 2020, the Tuatara achieved
a verified two-way average speed of 316.11 miles per hour. This
run,  conducted on a  closed section  of  State  Route  160 near
Pahrump,  Nevada,  shattered the  previous  record  held  by  the
Bugatti Chiron Super Sport 300+.
However, the journey to the top was not without its turbulence.
The initial record claim was met with intense skepticism due to
inconsistencies in the video data. This forced SSC to rectify the
situation, conducting a second, more transparent record attempt
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in January 2021 on the same stretch of road in Florida. During
that run, driver Larry Caplin piloted the Tuatara to a peak speed
of 286.1 mph, a far cry from the initial claim, but still a blistering
pace.  The official  two-way average of  316.11 mph from the first
run was eventually validated by Guinness World Records and the
FIA (Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile) after a thorough
review of GPS data. This cemented the Tuatara’s place in history
and answered the question of “Where is the fastest car in the
world?” with a clear model name.

Where Records Are Set:
The Sacred Grounds of
Speed
To truly understand “where the fastest car in the world” can
achieve its potential, one must look at the locations chosen for
these record attempts. It is not enough to simply have a powerful
engine; the venue must be meticulously prepared and perfectly
aligned with the car’s capabilities.

THE NEVADA DESERT: A PROVING GROUND FOR LAND
SPEED

The most  famous location for  American speed records  is  the
Nevada  desert,  particularly  the  long,  straight,  and  isolated
highways like State Route 160 and the Extraterrestrial Highway

(State Route 375). These roads, which are closed to the public for
record attempts, offer a rare combination of high altitude, which
can reduce aerodynamic drag, and extremely long, flat stretches
that  allow  cars  to  build  speed  over  several  miles.  The  SSC
Tuatara’s primary record was set on a seven-mile stretch of road,
a testament to the sheer distance required to accelerate to over
300 mph. The dry desert air also provides ideal conditions for tire
grip and engine cooling, making it a natural home for the world’s
fastest cars.

THE GERMAN AUTOBAHN: THE REAL-WORLD SPEED
LIMIT

While  not  a  dedicated  race  track,  sections  of  the  German
Autobahn are legendary for being the only public roads in the
world where there is no blanket speed limit. Brands like Bugatti,
Porsche, and Mercedes-Benz have historically used the Autobahn
to test  the top speeds of  their  hypercars.  The Bugatti  Chiron
Super Sport 300+ reached its record speed of 304.77 mph on a
specially prepared section of  the Autobahn near Ehra-Lessien,
Germany. This location is a Volkswagen Group test track, not a
public road, but the spirit of the unrestricted Autobahn is deeply
woven into the history of the fastest cars.

THE BONNEVILLE SALT FLATS: A CENTURY OF SPEED

For over a century, the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah have been
the hallowed ground for land-speed records. While the surface is
not  suitable  for  production  cars  due  to  its  uneven,  slippery
nature, it remains the ultimate proving ground for streamliners
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and dedicated land-speed vehicles.  The sheer size of  the salt
flats—spanning  over  30,000  acres  of  perfectly  flat,  white  salt
crust—provides the ultimate canvas for  speed.  It  is  here that
legends like the Thrust SSC first broke the sound barrier on land.
While the fastest production cars like the Tuatara prefer asphalt
for better grip and data integrity, Bonneville remains the spiritual
home of extreme velocity.

The Contenders: Where to
Find Other World-Class
Speedsters
While  the  SSC  Tuatara  holds  the  official  crown,  the  throne  is
perpetually  challenged.  The  conversation  about  the  world’s
fastest car often shifts depending on the metrics used. Is it the
highest top speed? The fastest quarter-mile? The fastest lap on a
circuit? For those interested in seeing these marvels in person,
knowing where they are built and displayed is essential.

Bugatti (Molsheim, France): The birthplace of the
Veyron and Chiron. The Bugatti Mistral, a roadster, and the
Bolide, a track-focused monster, continue the legacy. The
Bugatti W16 Mistral is the final car to feature the iconic 8.0-
liter quad-turbo W16 engine. While the Chiron Super Sport
300+ was the first production car to break the 300 mph
barrier, the Tuatara later surpassed it. Bugatti’s

headquarters near Strasbourg is a mecca for hypercar
enthusiasts.
Koenigsegg (Ängelholm, Sweden): This Swedish
manufacturer is famous for producing the most
technologically advanced hypercars in the world. The Jesko
Absolut is theoretically capable of exceeding 330 mph, and
while it hasn’t yet made a verified record run, it is widely
expected to challenge the Tuatara. The Koenigsegg factory
and museum in Ängelholm is where you can see cars like
the Regera, Agera RS (a former record holder), and the
Jesko.
Hennessey Performance (Sealy, Texas): An American
tuner and manufacturer, Hennessey is building the Venom
F5, a car designed from the ground up to be the fastest.
With a top speed claim of over 311 mph, the Venom F5 is a
direct competitor. The company is based in Texas, and
their facility often hosts testing and media events on the
Gulf Coast.
Rimac (Sveta Nedelja, Croatia): The electric revolution
has brought a new contender. The Rimac Nevera is
currently the world’s fastest production electric car, with a
top speed of 258 mph and an astonishing 0-60 mph time of
1.74 seconds. The Nevera has set numerous lap records
and quarter-mile records. The headquarters and factory
near Zagreb is a high-tech hub showcasing the future of
electric hypercars.
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Where to See the Fastest
Cars in the World:

Museums and Events
If you cannot travel to the record-setting deserts of Nevada or the
test tracks of Germany, there are several world-class institutions
where you can see these engineering marvels up close. Knowing
“where is the fastest car in the world” displayed is almost as
important as knowing where it runs.

The Petersen Automotive Museum (Los Angeles,1.
California): This museum is a global leader in automotive
exhibitions. They frequently host displays of the world’s
fastest cars, including the Bugatti Chiron, Koenigseggs, and
historic land-speed record vehicles. Their vault is a must-
see for any speed enthusiast.
The Mullin Automotive Museum (Oxnard, California):2.
While primarily focused on French art deco cars, this
museum holds some of the rarest and fastest cars from the
1930s, including pre-war land-speed record machines like
the Bugatti Type 57 SC Atlantic. It offers a historical context
to the question of speed.
The National Motor Museum (Beaulieu, England):3.
Home to a collection of land-speed record vehicles,
including the iconic Campbell-Napier Blue Bird and the
Thrust SSC. It is a pilgrimage site for those interested in the

history of velocity.
Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance (Monterey,4.
California): This annual event in August is the Super Bowl
of car shows. It is where manufacturers often unveil their
latest hypercars. If you want to see the fastest cars in the
world in a single location, this is the place.
Goodwood Festival of Speed (Goodwood, England):5.
This hill climb event is famous for featuring the world’s
fastest cars in action. It is a rare opportunity to see
hypercars like the Lamborghini Revuelto, the Ferrari SF90
Stradale, and the Koenigsegg Jesko in a dynamic setting.

The Future of Speed:
Where Are We Heading?
The answer to “Where is the fastest car in the world?” is in
constant  flux.  The  current  records  are  held  by  internal
combustion and hybrid vehicles, but the future is electric. Rimac
has proven that an electric car can be blisteringly fast, and other
manufacturers are following suit. The Lotus Evija, the Pininfarina
Battista, and the upcoming De Tomaso P72 are all vying for a
piece of the speed crown. The next record may not be set on a
desert  highway  but  on  a  closed  track  like  the  Nürburgring
Nordschleife in Germany, where lap times are becoming the new
currency of speed. The question is shifting from “which car has
the highest top speed?” to “where is the fastest car in the
world on a road course?”  This is a battle that is currently
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being fought between the Mercedes-AMG One, the Porsche 911
GT2 RS MR, and the Rimac Nevera. The geography of speed is
expanding from simple straight lines to complex circuits.

CONCLUSION

So, where is the fastest car in the world? The answer is not a
single  address.  It  is  a  constellation  of  locations.  It  is  in  the
headquarters of SSC North America in Washington, where the
Tuatara was born. It is on the closed highways of Nevada, where

it screamed to 316 mph. It is in the museums of California and
England, where legends of the past are preserved. It is in the test
facilities in Germany and Sweden, where the next generation of
hypercars is being perfected. The title is always temporary, and
the geography of  speed is  ever-expanding.  For  now,  the SSC
Tuatara  sits  on  the  throne,  but  the  competition  is  fierce.  To
answer  the  question  definitively,  the  fastest  car  in  the  world  is
wherever the next record attempt is being prepared, because the
pursuit of ultimate velocity is an eternal, restless journey, not a
final destination.


