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INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING THE TIMELESS
APPEAL OF CHARLOTTE
BRONTE’S MASTERPIECE

If you have ever asked yourself What Is
The Jane Eyre About? you are not
alone. This classic novel, written by
Charlotte Bronté and first published in
1847, remains one of the most beloved
works of English literature. More than
just a romance, Jane Eyre is a powerful

story of self-respect, moral integrity, and
the quest for independence. The novel
follows its plain but fiercely intelligent
heroine from a miserable childhood to a
hard-won adulthood, navigating love,
loss, and the rigid social structures of
Victorian England. Whether you are a
student preparing for an exam or a
curious reader picking up the book for
the first time, understanding what Jane
Eyre is about opens the door to a richly
layered narrative that continues to
resonate with modern audiences. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore
the plot, major themes, memorable
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characters, and the enduring legacy of
Bronté’s masterpiece.

THE PLOT: A JOURNEY FROM
OPPRESSION TO SELF-
DISCOVERY

At its core, What Is The Jane Eyre
About can be answered by tracing the
heroine’s life in five key stages, each
representing a pivotal chapter in her
moral and emotional development.

1. The Orphan at
Gateshead Hall

The novel opens with ten-year-old Jane
Eyre living with her wealthy but cruel
aunt, Mrs. Reed, and her three spoiled

cousins. After a lifetime of emotional and
physical abuse, Jane reaches a breaking
point. She famously stands up to her
cousin John Reed, calling him a “slave-
driver” and a “murderer.” This act of
defiance leads to her being locked in the
red-room, the very chamber where her
uncle died. The red-room scene is a
turning point, symbolizing Jane’s first
taste of rebellion against injustice.
Following this traumatic experience, Mrs.
Reed sends Jane away to Lowood
Institution, a charity school for orphaned
girls.

2. Lowood
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School: Hardship
and Friendship

At Lowood, Jane endures harsh
conditions: meager meals, freezing
temperatures, and a hypocritical
headmaster named Mr. Brocklehurst.
However, she also forms two vital bonds.
The first is with Helen Burns, a gentle
and pious girl who teaches Jane the
virtues of forgiveness and endurance.
The second is with Miss Temple, the kind
superintendent who acts as a maternal
figure. When a typhus epidemic sweeps
through the school, many students die,
but the tragedy leads to reforms. Jane
eventually becomes a teacher at
Lowood, but after six years, she grows

restless and yearns for a broader life.
She advertises for a position as a
governess and is hired by Mrs. Fairfax at
Thornfield Hall.

3. Thornfield
Hall: Love,
Secrets, and
Betrayal

Thornfield marks the most dramatic
phase of Jane’s life. She becomes the
governess to a lively French girl, Adéle
Varens, the ward of the mysterious
master, Mr. Edward Rochester. Initially,
Jane finds Rochester brooding and



eccentric, but soon a deep intellectual
and emotional connection develops
between them. Despite the vast
difference in their social status,
Rochester proposes to Jane. However, on
their wedding day, the ceremony is
interrupted by a shocking revelation:
Rochester is already married to a
madwoman, Bertha Mason, who is kept
locked in the attic. Devastated by the
betrayal, Jane refuses to become
Rochester’s mistress and flees
Thornfield, choosing poverty and
uncertainty over moral compromise. This
decision is central to answering What Is
The Jane Eyre About—it is a story of
principled choices even when they break
the heart.

4. Marsh End:
Independence
and a New
Family

Penniless and starving, Jane wanders the
moors until she is taken in by St. John
Rivers and his sisters, Diana and Mary.
She discovers that she is, in fact, their
cousin. St. John Rivers, a cold and
ambitious clergyman, offers Jane a
position as a schoolteacher in a nearby
village. Later, St. John proposes
marriage, not out of love, but because
he believes she would make a suitable
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missionary wife. Jane is tempted by the
prospect of serving a worthy cause, but
she knows that a marriage without
passion would be a living death. In a
pivotal moment, she hears Rochester’s
voice calling her name across the
miles—a supernatural summons that
pulls her back to Thornfield.

5. Ferndean:
Reunion and
Equality

When Jane returns to Thornfield, she
finds the estate burned to the ground.
Bertha Mason perished in the fire, and
Rochester was severely injured, losing

his sight and one hand. Now a broken
man, he lives in isolation at Ferndean
Manor. Here, Jane and Rochester reunite
under completely different terms. She is
now financially independent (having
inherited a fortune from her uncle) and
emotionally mature. He is humbled and
dependent. Jane’s love for Rochester is
no longer clouded by inequality or
secrecy. The novel ends with their
marriage, the birth of a son, and
Rochester’s partially restored sight. It is
a satisfying conclusion that underscores
the novel’s central message: true love is
possible only between equals.

MAJOR THEMES: WHAT LIES
BENEATH THE SURFACE

While the plot is compelling, What Is
The Jane Eyre About goes deeper than



mere storyline. Bronté weaves a tapestry
of themes that challenge Victorian social
norms and celebrate individual agency.

Gender Equality
and Female
Independence

Jane Eyre is often hailed as an early
feminist novel. Jane repeatedly asserts
her right to be treated as a rational,
intelligent being equal to any man. She
tells Rochester, “I am no bird; and no net
ensnares me; | am a free human being
with an independent will.” She rejects
both the comfortable subservience of a
mistress and the unfeeling ambition of

St. John’s proposal. By the end of the
novel, she achieves this equality not
through romance, but through financial
inheritance—a radical statement for the
1840s.

Social Class and
Moral Worth

Bronté critiques the rigid class hierarchy
of Victorian England. Jane, a poor
governess, is constantly reminded of her
lower status. Yet she holds herself to the
highest moral standards, refusing to
compromise her integrity for social
advancement. Rochester, though
wealthy, is morally flawed by his secret
marriage and attempted bigamy. The
novel suggests that true nobility lies in
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character, not birth or wealth.

The Struggle
Between Passion
and Reason

Jane is a character torn between her
passionate nature and her strong moral
principles. She loves Rochester
intensely, but she knows that staying
with him as a mistress would violate her
conscience. Later, she nearly accepts St.
John’s logical, loveless proposal because
it seems a rational path. Both times, she
follows her inner moral compass rather
than succumbing to impulse or duty
alone. This balance is a key lesson in

understanding What Is The Jane Eyre
About.

Spirituality and
Forgiveness

Religious faith is a constant undercurrent
in the novel. However, Bronté presents
contrasting versions of Christianity: the
cruel hypocrisy of Mr. Brocklehurst, the
deep piety of Helen Burns, the cold
ambition of St. John, and the warm,
compassionate faith that Jane eventually
embraces. She learns to forgive her aunt
Mrs. Reed before her death, and she
prays for guidance in her darkest
moments. The novel’s spiritual arc is
about developing a personal, merciful
relationship with God, not following



institutional dogma.

MEMORABLE CHARACTERS: THE
HEART OF THE STORY

Understanding the characters is
essential to fully grasping What Is The
Jane Eyre About.

 Jane Eyre - The first-person
narrator and protagonist. She is
plain, small, and poor, but
incredibly intelligent, observant,
and passionate. Her moral courage
and refusal to be silenced make
her one of literature’s greatest
heroines.

e Edward Rochester - The
brooding, Byronic hero of
Thornfield. He is complex: arrogant
yet vulnerable, manipulative yet

capable of deep love. His
redemption comes through
suffering and loss.

St. John Rivers - A foil to
Rochester. St. John is disciplined,
handsome, and morally upright
but cold and devoid of passion. His
proposal to Jane represents a life
of duty without love.

Bertha Mason - Rochester’s
insane wife, often seen as a
symbol of the repressed, dark side
of Victorian womanhood. Some
modern critics read her as a
representation of colonial
oppression, as she is a Creole
woman from Jamaica.

e Helen Burns - Jane’s childhood

friend who dies of consumption.
She embodies Christian patience
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and forgiveness, influencing Jane’s
moral development.

e Mrs. Reed & John Reed - Jane’s
cruel aunt and cousin,
representing the tyranny of wealth
and privilege.

drama. Meanwhile, the Romantic
influence is seen in the emphasis on
intense emotion, the beauty of nature
(particularly the moors), and the idea of
an almost supernatural connection
between two souls.

THE GOTHIC AND ROMANTIC
ELEMENTS

LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE AND
MODERN RELEVANCE

To fully appreciate What Is The Jane
Eyre About, one must recognize the
novel's genre-blending style. It is
simultaneously a Gothic novel, a coming-
of-age story (Bildungsroman), and a
romance. Gothic elements include the
eerie red-room, the madwoman in the
attic, mysterious laughter, premonitions,
and the fiery destruction of Thornfield.
These elements create a tense,
atmospheric backdrop for Jane’s internal

Since its publication, Jane Eyre has been
praised for its psychological depth and
radical ideas. It shocked contemporary
readers with its depiction of a woman'’s
passionate inner life. Today, the novel
remains widely read and adapted into
films, stage productions, and even
graphic novels. When people ask What
Is The Jane Eyre About in a modern
context, they often find a story about
staying true to oneself in the face of



social pressure, about the importance of
respect and equality in love, and about
the strength required to walk away from
toxic situations. These themes are
timeless, which explains why the novel
continues to appear on high school
reading lists and in literary discussions
worldwide.
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COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT THE STORY

3. Bertha is just a monster.
Contemporary interpretations view
her as a tragic figure, a symbol of
the oppression of women and
colonized peoples.

4. Jane is a plain, dull character.
She is anything but dull. Her inner
emotional life is intense, and her
dry wit is a constant presence in
the narration.

1. Itis just a love story. While
romance is central, the novel is
equally about Jane’s quest for
selfhood. The love story is the
vehicle for deeper exploration.

. Rochester is a clear-cut hero.
He is deeply flawed, and Jane’s
decision to leave him is a moral
triumph, not a plot twist.

CONCLUSION: WHY “WHAT IS
THE JANE EYRE ABOUT” REMAINS
A VITAL QUESTION

In summary, What Is The Jane Eyre
About goes far beyond a simple plot
summary. It is a deeply personal
narrative about surviving injustice,
maintaining integrity, and finding love on
one’'s own terms. Charlotte Bronté
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created a novel that is both a product of
its time—with Victorian concerns about
class, religion, and gender—and a
timeless exploration of what it means to
be human. Jane Eyre’s voice, honest and
unflinching, speaks directly to readers
across the centuries, reminding us that
true happiness comes not from wealth or
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social standing, but from earning the
respect of oneself and others. Whether
you read it for a class or for pleasure,
the story will likely leave you reflecting
on the choices we all make when our
passions and principles collide. That is
the enduring power of Jane Eyre.



