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EXPLORING THE HP LOVECRAFT
LIST OF WORKS: A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO THE MASTER OF
COSMIC HORROR

Howard Phillips Lovecraft, the reclusive
and  eccentric  genius  of  Providence,
Rhode Island, remains one of the most
influential figures in supernatural fiction.
His unique brand of cosmic horror, which
emphasizes  the  insignificance  of
humanity  against  vast,  unknowable

forces,  has  shaped  literature,  film,  and
pop culture for over a century. For fans,
scholars,  and  new  readers  al ike,
understanding the breadth and depth of
his  writing  is  essential.  This  is  why  a
comprehensive  Hp  Lovecraft  list  of
works  serves  as  a  vital  roadmap.
Whether  you  are  diving  into  his  most
famous tales of the Cthulhu Mythos or
exploring  his  lesser-known  poetry  and
collaborations,  this  guide  provides  an
organized,  informative  overview  of  his
entire literary output.
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Understanding
the Lovecraftian
Canon
Before presenting the Hp Lovecraft list
of works, it is important to understand
that Lovecraft's bibliography is complex.
He  died  relatively  poor  and  unknown,
with most of his stories published in pulp
magazines like Weird Tales. Many of his
works were revised, ghostwritten, or co-
authored.  Additionally,  he  wrote
hundreds of letters, essays, and poems.
This  article  focuses  primarily  on  his
fictional  narratives—short  stories,
novelettes,  and  novellas—which  form
the  core  of  his  legacy.  The  Cthulhu

Mythos,  a  shared  fictional  universe,  is
not  a  single  series  but  a  collection  of
interconnected themes and entities that
appear  throughout  his  Hp  Lovecraft
list of works.

The Major Short
Stories and
Novelettes
Lovecraft was primarily a writer of short
fiction.  His  most  celebrated  pieces  are
often longer short stories or novelettes.
Below is a chronological Hp Lovecraft
list  of  works  highlighting  his  most
significant  tales.  Note  that  publication
dates  sometimes  differ  from  writing
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dates,  but  we  include  the  year  of  first
publication.

The Call of Cthulhu (1928) –
Perhaps his most famous story,
introducing the sleeping cosmic
entity Cthulhu. It is a foundational
text for the Mythos and appears on
nearly every essential Hp
Lovecraft list of works.
The Colour Out of Space (1927)
– A chilling tale of a meteorite that
brings an alien color to a farm,
driving a family to madness. Often
cited as one of Lovecraft's finest
pure horror stories.
The Whisperer in Darkness
(1931) – A novella about alien
fungi from Yuggoth (Pluto) and the
conspiracy to blend human and

alien minds.
The Shadow over Innsmouth
(1936) – A story about a secret
race of hybrid fish-human
creatures in a decaying
Massachusetts town. A personal
favorite of Lovecraft.
The Shadow out of Time (1936)
– A complex narrative about Great
Race beings that swap
consciousnesses across time,
involving an ancient library in the
Australian desert.
At the Mountains of Madness
(1936) – A science fiction horror
novella detailing an Antarctic
expedition that uncovers the
remains of a prehuman civilization.
It is a cornerstone of the Hp
Lovecraft list of works for its
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detailed world-building.
The Dunwich Horror (1929) – A
tale of a degenerate family and an
invisible monster unleashed from a
hill, blending rural New England
folklore with cosmic terror.
Herbert West–Reanimator
(1922) – A serialized story about a
mad scientist who brings the dead
back to life. Blackly humorous and
grisly, it inspired the “Re-
Animator” film series.
The Rats in the Walls (1924) –
A macabre story of a haunted
English manor and the terrible
discovery beneath its cellar floor.
The Case of Charles Dexter
Ward (1941) – A full novel-length
work, though published
posthumously, about a man who

discovers his ancestor was a
warlock. It is a key entry in any Hp
Lovecraft list of works.

The Cthulhu
Mythos Stories
A  significant  portion  of  the  Hp
Lovecraft list of works is dedicated to
what later scholars and fans called the
“Cthulhu Mythos.” These stories share a
consistent  pantheon  of  gods  (Cthulhu,
Yog-Sothoth,  Nyarlathotep,  Azathoth,
Shub-Niggurath)  and  forbidden  books
( t h e  N e c r o n o m i c o n ,  t h e
Unaussprechlichen Kulten). Lovecraft did
not intend to create a formal cycle, but
the  connections  are  undeniable.  Key
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Mythos entries include:

Dagon (1919) – An early precursor
featuring a sea deity.
The Festival (1925) – About a
homecoming and a strange
subterranean family.
The Horror at Red Hook (1927) –
Weaves urban decay with occult
cults.
The Dreams in the Witch House
(1933) – A mathematician
discovers witch gatherings via
higher-dimensional physics.
The Thing on the Doorstep (1937)
– A wife who is truly something
else.
The Haunter of the Dark (1936) –
Written in tribute to Robert Bloch,
featuring a camera-shy entity.

These stories, while not a strict series,
form the backbone of the collective Hp
Lovecraft  list  of  works  that  define
cosmic  horror.

The Dream Cycle
and Dunsanian
Stories
Early in his career, Lovecraft was heavily
influenced  by  Lord  Dunsany’s  fantasy
style. This led to a series of dreamlike,
o f t e n  p o e t i c  t a l e s  s e t  i n  t h e
Dreamlands—a  parallel  dimension
accessible through sleep. Many readers
find  these  works  less  terrifying  but
equally  beautiful.  Important  entries  in
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any  thorough  Hp  Lovecraft  list  of
works include:

The Doom That Came to Sarnath
(1920) – A Lord Dunsany style
revenge story of a lost city.
The Cats of Ulthar (1920) – A
charming story about the rights of
cats.
Celephaïs (1922) – A man dreams
of a perfect city.
The Quest of Iranon (1935) – A
wanderer seeks his legendary
golden city.
The Dream-Quest of Unknown
Kadath (1943) – A novel-length
work published posthumously,
following Randolph Carter through
the Dreamlands. It is a sprawling
fantasy.

The Silver Key (1929) – Directly
continues the Randolph Carter
series.

While  these  are  not  as  grim  as  the
Mythos,  they  showcase  Lovecraft’s
versati l ity  and  are  essential  in  a
complete Hp Lovecraft list of works.

Collaborations
and Ghostwritten
Works
Lovecraft  frequently  assisted  other
writers, either by revising their work or
co-authoring stories. Some of these are
considered  canon,  while  others  are
minor. A responsible Hp Lovecraft list
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of  works  should  acknowledge  these
collaborations:

The Horror on the Beach (with
Hazlitt Heald)
The Last Test (with Adolphe de
Castro)
The Mound (with Zealia Bishop) – A
valuable Mythos story about
hollow earth and the city of K’n-
yan.
Medusa’s Coil (with Zealia Bishop)
– A strange story intertwining
Southern Gothic and cosmic
horror.
Out of the Aeons (with Hazel
Heald) – A mummy from a distant
past.
The Curse of Yig (with Zealia
Bishop) – A powerful snake cult

tale.

Lovecraft  also  ghostwrote  for  Harry
Houdini, producing Imprisoned with the
Pharaohs  (1924).  These  collaborations
expand the Hp Lovecraft list of works
significantly  and  often  contain  his
signature  style.

Poetry and
Essays
While  fiction  dominates  his  fame,
Lovecraft  was  an  ardent  poet  and
essayist.  His  poetry  often  uses  formal
meter and Romantic themes, but some
touch  on  horror,  such  as  the  sonnet
cycle Fungi from Yuggoth  (1929-1930).
This  cycle  of  36  sonnets  is  a  crucial
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addition to any in-depth Hp Lovecraft
list  of  works.  His  essays  on  weird
fiction,  literature,  and  philosophy  (such
as  Supernatural  Horror  in  Literature,
1927)  offer  insight  into  his  creative
process and are highly recommended for
serious readers.

Posthumous
Publications and
the Expanding
Canon
Lovecraft  died  in  1937,  leaving  many
stor ies  unpub l i shed  o r  on ly  in
manuscripts.  His  friend August  Derleth

founded Arkham House to preserve and
promote his works. Consequently, many
tales saw print after Lovecraft’s death,
including  The  Case  of  Charles  Dexter
Ward and The Dream-Quest of Unknown
Kadath.  Scholars  continue  to  publish
previously  uncollected  fragments,
letters, and juvenilia. For a definitive Hp
Lovecraft list of works, one must look
beyond the popular collections. The five-
vo lume  Col lec ted  F ic t ion  f rom
Hippocampus  Press  is  considered
authoritative.

How to Start
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Reading from the
Hp Lovecraft List

of Works
For newcomers, the sheer volume can be
daunting. A strategic approach to the Hp
L o v e c r a f t  l i s t  o f  w o r k s  i s
recommended.  Start  with  short,
accessible  masterpieces:  “The  Colour
Out of Space,” “The Call of Cthulhu,” and
“The  Shadow  over  Innsmouth.”  Then
move  to  longer  pieces  l ike  At  the
Mountains  of  Madness  or  The Case of
Charles Dexter Ward. Tread the Dream
Cycle later if  you enjoy poetic fantasy.
Avoid  reading  everything  at  once;
Lovecraft’s  dense  prose  and  bleak

wor ldv iew  can  overwhelm.  Use
annotated editions or companion guides
to  understand  archaic  language  and
references.

Why the Hp
Lovecraft List of
Works Endures
Nearly  a  century  after  his  death,
Lovecraft’s  stories  remain  relevant
because they tap into primal fears: the
unknown, the vastness of the universe,
and the fragility of the human mind. His
Hp Lovecraft list of works is not just a
bibliography,  but  a  testament  to  the
power  of  imagination.  Writers  from
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Stephen King to Neil Gaiman, Guillermo
del Toro, and Alan Moore have cited him
as  a  major  influence.  His  mythos  has
inspired  games,  music,  and  entire
subgenres  of  horror.
Moreover,  the  Hp  Lovecraft  list  of
works is a living document. New critical
editions and adaptations keep his ideas
fresh.  Readers  today  find  in  Lovecraft  a
profound commentary on racism, mental
health,  and  scientific  progress—while
also  acknowledging  his  problematic
personal  views. Studying his work offers
a  window  into  early  20th-century
anxieties and the birth of modern weird
fiction.

Conclusion
The Hp Lovecraft list of works is vast,
complex, and endlessly rewarding. From
the cosmic abyss of the Cthulhu Mythos
to  the  dreamlike  landscapes  of  the
Dreamlands,  Lovecraft  crafted  a
universe  that  feels  both  alien  and
intimately terrifying. Whether you are a
seasoned reader or a curious newcomer,
this  article  has  provided  a  structured
path  through  his  fiction,  collaborations,
and poetry. Take this Hp Lovecraft list
of works as your starting point. Pick up
“The Call of Cthulhu” or “The Colour Out
of Space,” and let the dread and wonder
of  Lovecraft’s  legacy  engulf  you.  His
shadow  wi l l  stretch  across  your
imagination,  just  as  it  has  across  the



Hp Lovecraft List Of Works 11

11

whole world of horror.


