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EPISODE GUIDE

For over three
decades, the Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles
have been a staple of
pop culture,
captivating audiences
with their unique blend
of martial arts action,
brotherly camaraderie,
and a love for pizza.
From their humble
beginnings in a black-

and-white comic book
to becoming a global
multimedia franchise,
the Turtles have
starred in numerous
animated series, each
with its own distinct
style, tone, and
storyline. Whether you
are a lifelong fan
looking to revisit
classic adventures or a
newcomer trying to
find the best place to
start, a comprehensive
Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles
episode guide is your
essential tool. This
guide will walk you
through the major
animated incarnations,


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

highlight landmark
episodes, and help you
understand the rich
history of Leonardo,
Donatello,
Michelangelo,
Raphael.

THE ORIGINAL
PHENOMENON:
THE 1987 SERIES

and

The series that started
it all for most fans, the
1987 Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles
cartoon, is a beloved
classic. While it
deviated significantly
from the darker comic
books, it established
the personalities and
catchphrases that
define the characters
to this day. This series
is known for its
lighthearted humor,
memorable villains like
Krang and Bebop and
Rocksteady, and a
theme song that is
etched into the
memory of an entire

generation.

Season 1:
The Mini-
Series
That
Launched
a
Franchise

The very first season
was a five-episode
mini-series. It is a
must-watch for any fan
using a Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles
episode guide
because it sets the
foundation. The Turtles
meet April O'Neil, an
intrepid news reporter,
and face off against
Shredder and the Foot
Clan for the first time.
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Episodes like "Turtle
Tracks" and "Enter the
Shredder" are perfect
introductions to the
core conflict of the
series.

Key
Episodes
from the
1987
Series

e Season 1,
Episode 1:
"Turtle Tracks"
- The origin story
is reimagined for
TV. The Turtles
rescue April from
the Foot Clan,
and their secret
existence is
threatened.

e Season 2,
Episode 13:

"The Incredible
Shrinking
Turtles" - A
classic sci-fi twist
where the Turtles
are shrunk down
to microscopic
size, forcing
them to navigate
a world of giant
insects and
everyday
dangers.
Season 3,
Episode 40:
“The Big Rip-
Off" - This
episode is
famous for
introducing the
concept of the
"Turtle Titan,"
Michelangelo's
short-lived
superhero alter
ego, long before
it became a
comic book
staple.

Season 4,
Episode 20:
“Michaelangelo



's Birthday" - A
heartwarming
(and hilarious)
episode that
focuses on the
brothers trying to
give
Michelangelo the
perfect birthday,
highlighting their
family bond.

e Season 7,
Episode 1:
"Tower of
Power" -
Marking the
beginning of the
"Red Sky"
seasons, this
episode has a
slightly more
serious tone and
features the
Turtles moving
into a new lair.

A DARKER TURN:
THE 2003 SERIES

In 2003, the Turtles
returned to television
with a series that was
much more faithful to

the original Mirage
comics. The 2003
Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles series is
frequently cited by
fans as the most
mature and narratively
complex adaptation. It
features serialized
storytelling, deeper
character arcs, and a

more formidable
Shredder. If your
Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles

episode guide goals
involve serious martial
arts action and
intricate plots, this is
the series to prioritize.

Season 1:
The
Search
for the
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Fugitoid

The first season of the
2003 series is a
masterclass in building
a universe. It adapts
several key story arcs
from the comics, most
notably the "Fugitoid"
storyline. The Turtles
travel to space, meet
new allies like the
Utroms, and uncover
the truth about their
sensei's origin. The
season finale, "Return
to New York," is an
epic three-part
showdown against the
Shredder that is widely
considered one of the
best storylines in TMNT
history.

Key
Episodes

from the
2003
Series

e Season 1,
Episode 1:
"Things
Change" - A
direct and
mature
introduction. The
Turtles are
already trained,
and the episode
deals with them
wanting to
explore the
surface world,
only to be
confronted by
the Foot Clan.

e Season 1,
Episode 26:
"Return to New
York (Part 3)" -
The climactic
battle in the
ruins of the Foot



headquarters. It
is brutal,
emotional, and
profoundly
satisfying.
Season 2,
Episode 13:
“The Big Brawl"
- A tournament
arc that
introduces the
Battle Nexus and
a host of new
characters from
across the
multiverse. It is
fan service at its
very best.
Season 3,
Episode 12:
"Space
Invaders (Part
1)" - The
Triceratons
attack Earth. This
episode kicks off
a sprawling sci-fi
epic that spans
the rest of the
season and
changes the
status quo

forever.

e Season 4,
Episode 1:
"Cousin Sid" - A
more
lighthearted
episode that
proves the series
could still have
fun, focusing on
a mischievous
mutant that
Raph
accidentally
creates.

CGI BRILLIANCE
AND EMOTIONAL
DEPTH: THE 2012
SERIES

The 2012 computer-
animated series is a
true gem in the
franchise. It combines
the wvisual flair of
modern animation with
a surprising amount of
emotional weight. This
show excels in its
character
development,
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especially for the
usually stoic Raphael
and the awkward
Donatello. The
Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles
episode guide for this
series is filled with
tightly written arcs,
including a fantastic
take on the origin of
the Kraang and a
heartbreaking story
involving Leonardo's
leadership.

Season 1:
Mutants
and
Mysteries

The first season
focuses on the Turtles
establishing

themselves as
protectors of New York
while dealing with the
Kraang, an alien race

bent on terraforming
the planet. It also
introduces beloved
side characters like
Casey Jones and April
O'Neil, who is
reimagined as a
capable teenager who
becomes the Turtles'
closest ally. A great
starting point for any
Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles
episode guide is the
two-part pilot, "Rise of
the Turtles."

Key
Episodes
from the
2012

Series

e Season 1,
Episode 1-2:
"Rise of the



Turtles" - A
fresh and
exciting origin
story that sets up
the new world
and its unique
aesthetic.
Season 1,
Episode 23:
"The Gauntlet"
- The first major
confrontation
with the
Shredder. The
fight
choreography in
this episode sets
a new standard
for the series.
Season 2,
Episode 1-2:
“The Mutation
Situation" - A
major change in
the status quo
that opens the
door to dozens of

Episode 14:
"The
Manhattan
Project" - A
flashback
episode that
reveals the tragic
fate of the
Turtles' mother,
adding deep
emotional layers
to the story.
Season 3,
Episode 19:
“Annihilation:
Earth!" (The
Final Chapter)
- A devastating
two-part finale
that sees the
Turtles lose
everything. It is a
bold and
unforgettable
end to their story
in this continuity.

REINVENTING THE
FORMULA: RISE OF
THE TEENAGE

new mutant
characters from
the franchise's
lore.

e Season 2,
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MUTANT
TURTLES T@'&/

Not every Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles
episode guide follows
the same structure.
Rise of the Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles
(2018) took significant

creative risks. It
features a different
animation style,

heavily inspired by
anime, and reimagines
the Turtles' weapons
and abilities. For
example, Leonardo
wields a odachi instead
of twin katanas, and
Raphael is the leader.
This series is fast-
paced, incredibly
funny, and boasts
some of the most
inventive action
sequences in the entire
franchise.

Episodes
from Rise
of the
TMNT

e Season 1,
Episode 1:
"Mystic
Mayhem" - The
series premiere
throws viewers
directly into the
new world of
mystics and
yokai, explaining
the new power
system for the
Turtles.

e Season 1,
Episode 18:
"The Evil
League of
Mutants" - A
hilarious episode
that parodies



superhero team-
ups while
introducing a
memorable
group of b-list
villains.

e Season 2,
Episode 20:
“The Many
Armored
Armadillos" -
This episode is
famous for its
inventive use of
the Turtles' new
powers and its
deep dive into
Donatello's
character.

e Season 2,
Episode 24:
"Rise of the
TMNT: The
Movie" - While
technically a
movie, it is the
finale of the
series. ltis a
spectacular,
emotional, and
visually stunning
conclusion that

ties all the new
lore together.

HOW TO USE THIS
TEENAGE MUTANT
NINJA TURTLES
EPISODE GUIDE

A good Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles
episode guide is
more than just a list of
titles. It is a map. Here
are a few ways you can
use the information
provided to enhance
your viewing
experience:

For the
Nostalgic
Fan

If you grew up with the
1987 series and want
to relive the magic,
focus on the "Key
Episodes" listed for
that series. You do not
need to watch every

10 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

2025-05-21

Episode Guide



Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Episode Guide

11

single episode of the
original run, many of
which were formulaic.
Instead, target the
important milestones,
the funniest gags, and
the episodes that
introduced fan-favorite
characters like Slash or
Leatherhead.

For the
Completi
onist

If you are determined
to watch an entire
series from start to
finish, the 2003 and
2012 series offer the
most rewarding binge-
watching experiences.
Their serialized nature
means that skipping
episodes can lead to
confusion about
character motivations
and plot points. Use
this Teenage Mutant

11

Ninja Turtles
episode guide to
track your progress
and look forward to the
best-rated story arcs.

For the
Newcome
,

Are you completely
new to the Turtles? The
2012 series is arguably
the best entry point. It
has a modern feel,
accessible storytelling,
and a perfect balance
of humor and action.
The pilot episode, "Rise
of the Turtles," will
teach you everything
you need to know.
From there, you can
branch out to the
darker 2003 series or
the more experimental
Rise of the Teenage
Mutant Ninja
Turtles.



HONORABLE
MENTIONS AND
LESSER-KNOWN
SERIES

While the main four
series dominate most
conversations, a
comprehensive

Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles
episode guide would
be incomplete without
acknowledging other
adaptations. The Ninja
Turtles: The Next
Mutation (1997) was
a live-action series that
introduced a fifth
Turtle, Venus de Milo.
It is a cult curiosity for
die-hard fans. More
recently, Tales of the

12

Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles (2024)
offered a new, visually
unique take on the
characters, telling
smaller, more
character-focused
stories. For the truly
dedicated fan, hunting
down these rarer series
provides a fascinating
look at how different
creators interpret the
core concepts of the
franchise.

THE BEST
EPISODES TO
START YOUR
JOURNEY

If you only have time
to sample the very
best that the
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