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THE UNIVERSAL
LANGUAGE OF
LOVE: EXPLORING
JESUS LOVES ME
IN SIGN LANGUAGE

For  generations,  the
simple  yet  profound
children’s hymn “Jesus
Loves Me” has been a
cornerstone  of  faith,
comfort,  and  early
Christian education. Its
message is one of the
most  fundamental
truths  in  Christianity:
that the creator of the
universe holds a deep,
unconditional,  and
personal love for every
individual.  While  this
song has been sung in

countless  languages
and dialects across the
g l o b e ,  t h e r e  i s
something  uniquely
powerful  and  visually
m o v i n g  a b o u t  i t s
expression  through
s i g n  l a n g u a g e .
Learning Jesus Loves
Me Sign Language is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t
memorizing a series of
hand movements; it is
an  entry  point  into  a
richer,  more  inclusive
form of worship and a
b e a u t i f u l  w a y  t o
communicate  the
gospel to the deaf and
h a r d - o f - h e a r i n g
community. This article
explores  the  history,
significance,  and
practical application of
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signing  this  beloved
hymn,  offering  a
comprehensive  guide
for  anyone  looking  to
share the love of Jesus
through this tactile and
expressive medium.

THE ENDURING
POWER OF “JESUS
LOVES ME”

Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  the  sign
l a n g u a g e
interpretation,  it  is
essential to appreciate
the weight of the song
itself. Written by Anna
Bartlett Warner in 1860
as a poem to comfort a
dying child, it was later
set to music by William
Batchelder  Bradbury.
The lyrics, “Jesus loves
me!  This  I  know,  for
the Bible tells me so,”
are deceptively simple.
T h e y  s t r i p  a w a y
complex  theology  and
doctr ina l  debate ,
landing squarely on the
core  of  the  Christian

m e s s a g e .  T h i s
s i m p l i c i t y  i s  i t s
greatest  strength.  It
makes  the  concept  of
divine  love  accessible
t o  a  c h i l d ,  a  n e w
believer,  or  anyone
seeking  reassurance.
When we combine this
powerful message with
t h e  v i s u a l  a n d
kinesthetic  nature  of
sign  language,  the
impact  multiplies.  The
words  are  not  just
heard;  they  are  seen
and  felt.  Performing
Jesus  Loves  Me  in
Sign Language allows
the  singer  to  embody
the  message,  making
the  love  of  Jesus  a
tangible, visible act.

WHY SIGN
LANGUAGE
ENHANCES THE
MESSAGE OF THE
HYMN

Sign  language  is  not
merely a translation of
spoken  words;  it  is  a
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complete, independent
language with its  own
grammar,  syntax,  and
cultural nuances. When
applied to a hymn like
“Jesus  Loves  Me,”  it
adds layers of meaning
that  spoken  English
often misses. Here are
several  reasons  why
learning this particular
song  i n  s i gn  i s  so
profound:

Inclusivity: The
most obvious
reason is to
include deaf and
hard-of-hearing
individuals in
worship. By
signing the song,
hearing believers
create a bridge,
ensuring that the
message of
God’s love is
accessible to
everyone in the
congregation.
Kinesthetic
Learning: For
children and

adults alike,
combining
movement with
words enhances
memory and
understanding.
When you
physically form
the sign for
“love” by
crossing your
arms over your
chest, you are
not just saying
the word; you
are feeling its
shape. This
multi-sensory
engagement
makes the
message stick.
Visual Beauty:
Sign language is
an incredibly
graceful and
expressive art
form. A group of
people signing
“Jesus Loves Me”
together creates
a stunning visual
testimony. It
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captures
attention and
conveys emotion
in a way that
spoken words
alone often
cannot.
Deepened
Personal
Meaning:
Learning the
signs forces you
to slow down and
think about the
meaning of each
word. You have
to visualize
“Jesus,” portray
“love,” and
articulate “me.”
This intentional
focus can
profoundly
deepen one’s
personal
connection to the
hymn.

A STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO JESUS
LOVES ME SIGN

LANGUAGE

While  there  can  be
regional variations (just
like spoken languages),
t h e  f o l l o w i n g
interpretation  uses
common  signs  from
A m e r i c a n  S i g n
Language (ASL), which
i s  w i d e l y  u s e d  i n
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g
Christian  communities.
The goal  is  not  to  be
p e r f e c t  b u t  t o
communicate  the
message with sincerity.
Let us break down the
first verse and chorus.

Key Signs
to Master
First
Before  we  string  the
signs  together,  it  is
helpful  to  know  the
foundational signs that
appear throughout the
song.
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Jesus: Touch the
palm of one hand
with the middle
finger of the
other, then touch
the opposite
palm. This is a
combination
gesture,
referencing the
stigmata (the
wounds of the
crucifixion) and
is a reverent,
established sign
for Jesus.
Love: Cross your
arms over your
chest, with your
hands in fists.
This classic sign
represents the
feeling of love
held close to the
heart.
Me / I: Point to
your own chest
with your index
finger. This is
straightforward
and highly
personal.

Know: Tap your
forehead or
temple with the
tips of your
fingers, as if
knowledge is in
your mind.
Bible: Cup your
hands together
as if holding a
book, then open
them as if
turning pages.
Tell: Point to
your mouth with
your index
finger, then
move your hand
outward toward
the listener. This
represents
speech coming
from you.
So: This can be
signed with a
simple
affirmative nod
or the sign for
TRUE (your index
finger moving
forward from
your mouth).
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Little: Hold your
hands apart,
palms facing
each other, and
bring them close
together
horizontally.
Strong: Make
fists and pull
them down near
your shoulders,
flexing your arm
muscles.
He / Him / His:
Point your index
finger to the
side, as if
referring to
someone else
not present.
Own: Make a flat
hand and tap it
against your
chest.
Die / Death:
Turn one palm
facing you, and
rotate it over to
face down. This
represents the
end of life.

Signing
the First
Verse
Line:  Jesus  loves
me!  This  I  know,
Sign: JESUS / LOVE / ME
/  THIS  (point  to  the
ground) / ME (point to
chest) / KNOW.
Line:  For  the  Bible
tells me so.
Sign:  FOR  (a  simple
pointer  sign  or  index
finger  out)  /  BIBLE  /
TELL  /  ME  /  SO  (o r
TRUE).
Line:  Little  ones  to
Him belong;
Sign:  LITTLE  /  ONES
(plural of person) / TO /
HIM (point to the side) /
B E L O N G  ( a s  i f
belonging to, or MINE).
Line: They are weak,
but He is strong.
Sign:  THEY  /  ARE  /
WEAK (arms drooping,
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showing fragility) / BUT
/ HE (point to the side)
/  IS  /  STRONG  (flex
muscles).

Signing
the
Chorus
Line:  Yes,  Jesus
loves  me!
Sign:  YES  (a  nodding
fist)  /  JESUS  /  LOVE  /
ME!
Line:  Yes,  Jesus
loves  me!
Sign:  YES  /  JESUS  /
LOVE / ME!
Line:  Yes,  Jesus
loves  me!
Sign:  YES  /  JESUS  /
LOVE / ME!
Line: The Bible tells
me so.
Sign: BIBLE / TELL / ME
/ SO (or TRUE).

Signing
the
Second
Verse
Line:  Jesus  loves
me!  He  who  died
Sign: JESUS / LOVE / ME
/ HE / WHO (a question
marker) / DIE.
Line:  Heaven’s gate
to open wide;
Sign:  HEAVEN  (point
up,  away  from you)  /
GATE  (shape  an  arch
with  your  hands)  /
OPEN  (push  hands
a p a r t )  /  W I D E
(emphasize  the  open
space).
Line:  He  will  wash
away my sin,
Sign: HE / WILL / WASH
(scrub  your  hands)  /
AWAY  (push  hand  to
the  side)  /  MY  /  SIN
(make  two  fists  and
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cross  your  wr ists ,
pulling them apart).
Line:  Let  His  little
child come in.
Sign: LET / HIS / LITTLE
/  C H I L D  ( p a t  a n
imaginary child’s head)
/  COME  /  IN  (beckon
and motion in).
Remember ,  fac ia l
expression  and  body
language  are  crucial
components  of  ASL.
When  signing  “LOVE,”
your face should reflect
warmth  and  affection.
When signing “DIE,” it
should be solemn. Your
face acts as the tone of
your  voice.  Learning
Jesus Loves Me Sign
Language  fluently
means  embracing  not
just  the  gestures,  but
the heart behind them.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR LEARNING
AND TEACHING

W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
learning  for  personal

devotion,  to  teach  a
Sunday school class, or
to lead a congregation,
h e r e  a r e  s o m e
practical steps to help
you master the signs.

Start Slow: Do1.
not rush. Work
through each
sign individually
until it feels
natural. Practice
in front of a
mirror to ensure
your hand
shapes are
correct.
Use Online2.
Resources:
YouTube is an
invaluable tool
for visual
learning. Search
for “Jesus Loves
Me in ASL” and
watch multiple
interpreters.
Notice their
rhythm, their
facial
expressions, and
their flow. There
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are even slow-
motion tutorials
available.
Learn from the3.
Deaf
Community:
The most
respectful and
effective way to
learn is to
connect with
deaf individuals
or your church’s
sign language
interpreter. They
can provide real-
time feedback
and teach you
the cultural
subtleties that
videos cannot.
Practice the4.
Rhythm: The
song has a
steady,
comforting beat.
Once you know
the signs,
practice
matching them
to the rhythm of
the music. The

sign for “LOVE”
usually falls on
the first beat of
the chorus.
Teach with5.
Actions: If
teaching
children, make it
a game. Have
them stand up
and do the signs
while singing.
The physical
movement helps
burn the
message into
their minds and
bodies. It turns a
listening activity
into a full-body
worship
experience.
Be Patient with6.
Yourself:
Learning a new
language takes
time and
repetition. You
will fumble. You
will forget. That
is okay. The
effort itself is a
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beautiful act of
worship and
inclusion.

EXPANDING
BEYOND THE
SONG: THE
MINISTRY OF SIGN
LANGUAGE

Once you have learned
to  sign  “Jesus  Loves
Me,” you have built  a
foundation for a much
broader  ministry.  This
single song is  often a
gateway  to  learning
more worship music in
sign  language.  Many
churches  are  now
incorporat ing  ASL
interpretat ions  of
modern worship songs
into their services. This
i s  par t  o f  a  la rger
movement  toward
accessibility  in  the
church,  recognizing
that worship should not
be  restricted  to  those
who can hear.
Furthermore,  learning

Jesus Loves Me Sign
Language can spark a
deeper interest in deaf
culture and the specific
needs  o f  the  dea f
c o m m u n i t y .  I t
encourages  hearing
individuals  to  step
outside  their  comfort
zone  and  learn  to
communicate in a new
modality. This can lead
to volunteering in deaf
ministries,  offering
interpretation services,
or  s imply  bui ld ing
friendships  with  deaf
indiv iduals.  I t  is  a
reminder  that  the
gospel is meant for all
people,  regardless  of
abil ity.  The  love  of
J esus  t ranscends
sound; it can be seen,
it  can  be  felt,  and  it
can be signed.

SEO BENEFITS AND
COMMUNITY
REACH

From  a  p rac t i ca l ,
community-bui lding
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perspective,  content
focused  on  Jesus
L o v e s  M e  S i g n
Language is incredibly
valuable.  It  fulfills  a
specific  search  need.
Parents  looking  for
inclusive  activities  for
their  children,  Sunday
s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s
s e e k i n g  f r e s h
curriculum  ideas,  and
church  leaders  aiming
t o  f o s t e r  a  m o r e
w e l c o m i n g
environment all search
f o r  t h i s  t e r m .  B y
p r o v i d i n g  c l e a r ,
r e s p e c t f u l ,  a n d
informative  content,
you  are  meet ing  a
genuine  need.  It  also
opens the door for the

deaf community to find
your content, providing
a  resource  that  affirms
their  language  and
culture  within  a  faith
context.  When  written
with  authenticity  and
care ,  th i s  type  o f
content builds bridges,
both  d ig i ta l ly  and
spiritually.

CONCLUSION

The  s imp le  ac t  o f
learning to sign “Jesus
L o v e s  M e ”  i s  a
profound step toward a
more  inclusive  and
expressive  faith.  It
takes  a  message  that
has comforted millions
for over


