
The Memory Of Trees Enya 1

The Memory Of Trees Enya

The Memory Of Trees
Enya

Downloaded from
template-dev.mobaptist.org

by Brylee & Michael

INTRODUCTION: THE
ENCHANTING WORLD OF ENYA’S
“THE MEMORY OF TREES”

In  the  mid-1990s,  the  Irish  singer-
songwriter  Enya  was  already  a  global
phenomenon, known for her lush, multi-
layered  soundscapes,  ethereal  vocals,
and deeply atmospheric music. Following
the  monumental  success  of  her  1988
breakthrough  album  Watermark  and
the  1991  chart-topper  Shepherd
Moons,  expectations were sky-high for
her  next  release.  In  November  1995,
Enya  answered  with  The Memory  of
Trees, an album that not only continued
her  signature  style  but  also  deepened
her  exploration  of  nature,  mythology,
and  i nne r  peace .  Fo r  f ans  and
newcomers  alike,  The  Memory  of
Trees Enya  became a  touchstone for
meditative,  cinematic  music  that
transcends  time  and  genre.
This  album  effortlessly  blends  Celtic
influences,  classical  arrangements,  and
modern production. It won the Grammy
Award for Best New Age Album in 1997,
cementing Enya’s reputation as a master
of  ambient  yet  emotionally  resonant
music.  To  truly  understand  why  The
Memory  of  Trees  Enya  remains  a
beloved classic, we need to explore its
creation,  themes,  standout  tracks,  and
lasting legacy.

THE ALBUM’S BACKSTORY: FROM

STUDIO TO GRAMMY

Enya, along with longtime collaborators
lyricist Roma Ryan and producer Nicky
Ryan, spent over two years crafting The
Memory of Trees. The trio recorded in
Dubl in,  using  Enya’s  trademark
technique  of  overdubbing  her  voice
dozens of times to create a choir of one.
The  album’s  title  and  concept  draw
inspiration from the idea that trees hold
ancient wisdom and memories—a theme
that  resonates  deeply  with  Celtic
sp i r i tua l i ty  and  environmental
reverence.
The album debuted at number 9 on the
Billboard  200  and  sold  over  2  million
copies in the United States alone within
the  first  year.  Released  during  a  period
when  new age  and  world  music  were
gaining  popularity,  The  Memory  of
Trees Enya  provided a serene refuge
from the grunge and pop of the mid‑90s.
It not only pleased existing fans but also
attracted  a  broader  audience  seeking
calm and introspection.

TRACK-BY-TRACK EXPLORATION:
THE FOREST OF SOUND

Every song on The Memory of Trees
contributes to a cohesive journey. Let’s
look at the standout pieces that make
this album unforgettable.

“The Memory of
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Trees” (Title
Track)
The  opening  track  is  an  instrumental
that  sets  a  mysterious,  ancient  tone.
Layers of  synthesized strings,  a gentle
harp-like melody, and subtle percussion
evoke a walk through a misty forest. This
piece immediately introduces listeners to
the  central  metaphor:  trees  as  silent
witnesses to history. The use of a slow,
building  crescendo  mirrors  the  slow
growth of a forest itself. For many, this
track alone justifies the album’s Grammy
as a masterpiece of mood-setting.

“Anywhere Is”
As  the  lead  single,  “Anywhere  Is”
became an international hit. Its catchy,
upbeat  rhythm  contrasts  with  Enya’s
usual slower ballads, yet it  retains her
airy vocals and multi-tracked harmonies.
The  lyrics,  written  in  Roma  Ryan’s
invented  language  “Loxian”  (for  the
bridge) and English, speak to searching
for  a  place  of  belonging.  The  song’s
music  video,  featuring  Enya  walking
through a changing landscape, visually
reinforced the theme of wandering and
discovery. “Anywhere Is” remains one of
the most recognizable songs from The
Memory of Trees Enya and a staple of
her live shows.

“Pax Deorum”
Latin for “Peace of the Gods,” this track
is  a  majestic,  orchestral  piece  sung
entirely  in  Latin.  It  showcases  Enya’s
ability  to  evoke  sacredness  without
religious  dogma.  The  crescendos  and
powerful  choir-like  vocals  make it  feel

like  a  hymn for  nature  itself.  Fans  of
Enya’s more epic, devotional style often
cite “Pax Deorum” as a highlight of the
album.

“Athair Ar
Neamh”
Meaning “Father in Heaven” in Irish, this
track is a gentle prayer set to a simple
piano melody. Enya’s voice is tender and
pure,  singing  in  Irish  with  a  sense  of
longing and peace.  Unlike the grander
arrangements on the album, “Athair Ar
Neamh” is intimate and serves as a quiet
centerpiece.  It  demonstrates  how The
Memory of Trees Enya uses language
as  a  texture,  not  just  a  vehicle  for
meaning.

“China Roses”
One of  the  most  poetic  songs  on  the
album, “China Roses” weaves imagery of
nature and love. The line “Who can tell
the petals from the dust?” encapsulates
the  album’s  theme  of  impermanence
and memory. The gentle rhythm and soft
percussion  make  it  a  favorite  for
relaxation  and  reflection.  The  song  was
also  used  in  several  film  soundtracks,
broadening  its  reach.

“Hope Has a
Place”
This  closing  track  offers  a  message  of
optimism.  With  a  slower  pace  and  a
melody  that  ascends  gradually,  “Hope
Has a Place” comforts the listener after
the  journey.  The  simple  piano  and
layered vocals remind us that even in a
world  of  change,  there  is  a  space  for
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hope.  It  ends the album on a  serene,
reassuring note.

MUSICAL STYLE AND
PRODUCTION: THE ENYA
FORMULA PERFECTED

What sets The Memory of Trees Enya
apart  from  her  earlier  works  is  the
refinement of her production techniques.
The album uses:

Multi-layered vocals – Enya
often recorded over 80 tracks of
her own voice to create a choir
effect. This gives her music a rich,
immersive quality that is
unmistakable.
Synthesizers and acoustic
instruments – While primarily
electronic, the album incorporates
piano, strings, and occasional
woodwinds to ground the sound in
organic warmth.
Unusual languages – Enya sings
in English, Irish, Latin, and Loxian
(a constructed language by Roma
Ryan). This linguistic diversity
adds mystery and universality.
Dynamic range – From whisper-
quiet verses to swelling choruses,
the album makes deliberate use of
volume shifts to create emotional
impact.

Crit ics  praised  the  album  for  i ts
coherence. Unlike some new age albums
that  feel  like  background  music,  The
Memory  of  Trees  Enya  demands
active  listening.  The  production  is
meticulous: every breath and reverb is
placed  intentionally.  This  attention  to
detail  is  why  the  album  has  aged
gracefully  and  still  sounds  pristine
decades  later.

THEMES AND SYMBOLISM:
TREES, TIME, AND TRANQUILITY

The central theme of The Memory of
Trees is the relationship between nature
and  memory.  Trees  live  for  centuries;
they are living archives of the past. Enya
and Roma Ryan use this as a metaphor
for personal history, collective memory,
and  spiritual  growth.  Throughout  the
album, listeners are invited to meditate
on  what  is  lost,  what  is  remembered,
and what endures.
A n o t h e r  r e c u r r i n g  m o t i f  i s
journey ing—both  phys ica l  and
emotional. Songs like “Anywhere Is” and
“On My Way Home” treat  travel  as  a
path  to  self-discovery.  The  album
encourages a slow, mindful approach to
life,  a  counterpoint  to  the  fast-paced
1990s.  This  message  has  only  grown
more  relevant  in  today’s  digital  age,
making The Memory of Trees Enya a
timeless source of solace.
Moreover,  the  album  touches  on
spirituality  without  being  tied  to  any
specific  religion.  Enya’s  use  of  Latin
hymns and Irish prayers feels inclusive,
evoking  a  universal  sacredness.
Listeners  from  diverse  backgrounds
report  feeling  a  sense  of  peace  and
connection  when  listening,  which  is  a
testament  to  the  album’s  universal
appeal.

CRITICAL RECEPTION AND
COMMERCIAL SUCCESS

Upon release,  The Memory of  Trees
received  generally  favorable  reviews.
Music critics highlighted its atmospheric
beauty, though some noted that it didn’t
deviate  much  from Enya’s  established
sound.  However ,  for  fans ,  that
consistency  was  exactly  what  they
wanted. The album peaked at number 5
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in  the  UK  and  number  9  in  the  US,
eventually selling over 12 million copies
worldwide.
It won the Grammy Award for Best New
Age  Album  in  1997.  In  later  years,
retrospective reviews have praised the
album as one of Enya’s most cohesive
works.  Publications  like  AllMusic  and
Pitchfork  have  acknowledged  its
influence  on  ambient  and  neoclassical
artists. The track “Anywhere Is” became
an enduring radio hit, and the album as
a  whole  helped  define  the  sound  of
Celtic-inspired  new  age  music  for  a
generation.

LEGACY AND INFLUENCE: WHY IT
STILL MATTERS

Even though Enya has released several
albums since,  The Memory of  Trees
holds a special place in her discography.
It  marks  the  peak  of  her  mid‑90s
popularity and represents her artistry in
full bloom. The album inspired countless
musicians in the ambient, electronic, and
Celtic genres. Artists like Lana Del Rey,
Sufjan Stevens, and Enigma have cited
Enya’s music as an influence.
Furthermore, the album continues to be
used  in  films,  television,  and  wellness
playlists. Its calming qualities make it a
go‑to  for  meditation,  yoga,  and  study
sessions.  For  many  listeners,  The
Memory of Trees Enya is synonymous

with  tranquility  and  introspection.  The
title  itself  has  become  a  phrase  that
evokes  the  magic  of  nature  and  the
power of memory.
In  an  era  of  constant  no ise  and
distraction, the album’s quiet confidence
and timeless beauty remain a beacon.
Whether  you  are  a  longtime fan  or  a
newcomer, diving into this record is like
taking  a  deep  breath  in  an  ancient
forest.
CONCLUSION: AN EVERGREEN
MASTERPIECE

In  summary,  The  Memory  of  Trees
Enya is more than just an album—it is
an auditory sanctuary. With its carefully
crafted  layers,  poetic  lyrics,  and  deep
reverence  for  nature  and  memory,  it
offers  a  listening  experience  that  feels
both personal  and universal.  Over  two
decades since its release, it continues to
resonate with people around the world. If
you have not yet immersed yourself in
its calming embrace, now is the perfect
time to press play and let the memory of
trees guide you.
Through this article, we hope you have
discovered  new  appreciation  for  the
album’s  depth  and  enduring  appeal.
Whether  you revisit  it  for  nostalgia  or
discover  it  for  the  first  time,  The
Memory of Trees  by Enya remains a
testament  to  the  power  of  music  to
evoke peace, nostalgia, and wonder.


