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UNEARTHING THE SECRETS OF THE WILD THINGS 3 CAST: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE
FRANCHISE

The allure of the erotic thriller has captivated audiences for decades, and few franchises embody the
genre's penchant for twists, seduction, and suspense quite like the "Wild Things" series. While the
original 1998 film starring Denise Richards, Neve Campbell,  and Matt Dillon remains a cult classic,
the subsequent sequels carved out their own niche in the direct-to-video market. Among these, Wild
Things 3—often referred to as Wild Things: Diamonds in the Rough—holds a unique position. For
fans and newcomers alike, exploring the Wild Things 3 cast is essential to understanding the film's
distinct flavor. This article provides a comprehensive look at the actors who brought this sordid tale
of greed and lust to life, the dynamics of their characters, and the legacy they left behind.
Released in 2005, Wild Things 3 attempted to recapture the lightning-in-a-bottle magic of the
original by focusing on a new group of young, attractive, and duplicitous characters. The story
revolves around a priceless diamond, a charismatic drifter, and two wealthy women who may not be
who  they  seem.  The  success  of  this  narrative  hinge  rests  squarely  on  the  shoulders  of  its
performers. Let’s break down the primary members of the Wild Things 3 cast and examine their
contributions to the film.

The Leading Trio: Trust, Betrayal, and
Deception
At the heart of every "Wild Things" film is a core trio whose relationships drive the narrative. In Wild
Things 3,  these roles are filled by actors who brought a fresh, edgy chemistry to the screen. The
Wild Things 3 cast features a mix of relative newcomers and seasoned television actors.

SARAH LAINE AS ELENA SANDOVAL

Sarah Laine plays Elena Sandoval,  a  street-smart  young woman who becomes entangled in  a
dangerous scheme involving a stolen diamond. Laine’s performance is central to the film; she must
navigate the tricky waters of being both a pawn and a player in the game. Prior to taking on this
role, Laine had a background in television, making appearances on shows like American Dreams and
The Guardian. In the context of the Wild Things 3 cast, Laine serves as the audience's entry point

into  the  convoluted  plot.  Her  character's  journey  from  a  struggling  individual  to  a  master
manipulator is the backbone of the film. Laine effectively projects a sense of vulnerability that masks
a more cunning interior, a duality that is essential for the film's third-act revelations.

SANDRA MCCOY AS MARIE CLIFTON

Sandra McCoy takes on the role of Marie Clifton, the wealthy and privileged heiress who appears to
be the primary antagonist. McCoy's character is reminiscent of the archetype established by Denise
Richards in the original film, but with a harder edge. As a key member of the Wild Things 3 cast,
McCoy had the challenge of making Marie both seductive and repellant. She successfully embodies
the  spoiled,  entitled  daughter  of  a  tycoon,  using  her  sexuality  as  a  weapon.  McCoy’s  filmography
includes other direct-to-video features and television roles, but her performance in Wild Things 3
remains a standout for its audacity. The chemistry between McCoy and Laine is palpable, and their
scenes together form the erotic core of the movie.

LINDEN ASHBY AS DETECTIVE BRUCE FASANO

Linden Ashby brings a sense of gritty authority to the Wild Things 3 cast as Detective Bruce
Fasano. Ashby is perhaps best known for his role as Johnny Cage in the 1995 Mortal Kombat film and
for  playing Dr.  Brent  Forrester  on  Melrose  Place.  In  this  installment,  his  character  is  the  law
enforcement officer trying to untangle the web of lies surrounding the missing diamond. Fasano is a
more cynical and world-weary version of the detective archetype played by Kevin Bacon in the
original film. Ashby’s experience allows him to ground the ludicrous plot with a sense of realism. He
acts as the straight man to the chaotic energy of the younger cast members, and his presence
provides a necessary anchor for the audience. Without Ashby's performance, the conspiracy at the
heart of Wild Things 3 might feel too frivolous.

The Supporting Cast: Adding Layers to the
Intrigue
While the main trio carries the story, the supporting members of the Wild Things 3 cast are crucial
for  adding  depth  and  red  herrings  to  the  mystery.  These  actors  fill  out  the  world  of  the  film,
providing  obstacles  and  allies  for  the  protagonists.
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MICHAEL ANGARANO AS SID

Michael Angarano plays Sid, a tech-savvy young man who gets caught up in the scheme. At the time
of filming, Angarano was best known for his role in the sitcom Will & Grace as Jack's son, Elliot. His
casting in the Wild Things 3 cast is an interesting choice, as he brings a more innocent, boyish
quality  to  the  film compared  to  the  hardened  adults  around  him.  Sid  serves  as  a  confidant  and  a
source of comic relief, but he also has his own agency in the plot. Angarano’s subsequent career saw
him  star  in  acclaimed  films  like  The  Knick  and  This  Is  Us,  making  his  role  in  this  franchise  a
fascinating  early-career  footnote.

BRAD JOHNSON AS SHERIFF ED LANE

Brad  Johnson  portrays  Sheriff  Ed  Lane,  a  local  law  enforcement  officer  who  may  or  may  not  be
corrupt. Johnson, a former model and actor known for his role in Always (1989) alongside Richard
Dreyfuss, adds a rugged, weathered look to the Wild Things 3 cast. His character is a classic
Southern authority figure with a hidden agenda. Johnson’s performance is deliberately understated,
allowing  the  audience  to  question  his  motives  until  the  very  end.  The  Sheriff  Lane  character  is  a
staple  of  the  "Wild  Things"  universe—a figure  of  authority  who is  complicit  in  the  corruption—and
Johnson plays the part with a slow-burning intensity.

DINA MEYER AS PORTIA KANE

A welcome addition to the Wild Things 3 cast is Dina Meyer, who plays Portia Kane, a ruthless
attorney. Meyer is a veteran of the sci-fi and thriller genres, having starred in Starship Troopers and
Saw. Her role in this film is relatively small, but her presence looms large. Portia Kane represents the
legal  firepower  that  the  Clifton  family  can  deploy.  Meyer  delivers  her  lines  with  crisp  precision,
portraying a  woman who is  more interested in  winning than in  justice.  Her  scenes provide a
necessary boost of professional antagonism that contrasts with the amateur scheming of the main
characters. For fans of the genre, seeing a familiar face like Meyer's in the Wild Things 3 cast adds
a layer of credibility.

Analyzing the Casting Choices: Why These
Actors?
When examining the Wild Things 3 cast, it is important to consider the context of the era. The
mid-2000s were a golden age for direct-to-video sequels, and studios often targeted these films at a
specific  demographic:  young  adults  looking  for  steamy,  low-stakes  entertainment.  The  casting
directors  for  Wild  Things  3  selected  actors  who  could  fulfill  specific  genre  expectations.

Physical Appeal: The cast was chosen primarily for their photogenic qualities. Sarah Laine
and Sandra McCoy perfectly fit the archetype of the "girl next door" and the "rich bitch,"

respectively. Their physical appeal is a selling point of the film.
Genre Familiarity: Linden Ashby and Dina Meyer were brought in to lend genre credibility.
Both had experience in action and thriller roles, which helps to sell the more dramatic
moments of the plot.
Youthful Energy: Michael Angarano represented a younger demographic, potentially drawing
in viewers who were familiar with his television work. His casting broadened the appeal of the
Wild Things 3 cast.
Contrasting Archetypes: The cast was balanced to create clear character archetypes: The
Innocent (Elena), The Predator (Marie), The Lawman (Fasano), and The Wise Guy (Sid). This
makes the narrative easy to follow despite its complexity.

How the Wild Things 3 Cast Compares to
the Original Film
Any discussion of the Wild Things 3 cast inevitably invites comparison to the iconic 1998 original.
The  original  film  starred  Neve  Campbell,  Denise  Richards,  and  Matt  Dillon,  with  a  powerhouse
supporting turn from Bill  Murray and Kevin Bacon. How does the cast of  the third installment
measure up?
The original cast benefited from being a theatrical release with a significant budget. Neve Campbell
was  coming  off  the  success  of  Scream,  and  Denise  Richards  was  rapidly  becoming  a  household
name. The Wild Things 3 cast,  by contrast, features actors who, at the time, were primarily
working in television and lower-budget films. This does not mean their performances are inferior, but
they operate in a different register.
The Wild Things 3 cast plays to the strengths of the direct-to-video format. The acting is more
straightforward and less nuanced. While the original film had a layer of ironic distance, the cast of
the third film plays the material  completely straight.  This sincerity,  in a way, makes the film more
entertaining.  Sarah  Laine  does  not  have  Neve  Campbell's  star  power,  but  she  brings  a  raw
determination to the role.  Sandra McCoy leans harder into the "vamp" archetype than Denise
Richards did, making her character less sympathetic but more memorable.
The key difference lies in experience. The original cast had multiple blockbusters under their belts.
The  Wild  Things  3  cast  was  hungrier  and  less  polished.  This  roughness  gives  the  film a  certain
charm that the original, for all its perfection, lacks.

Behind the Scenes: Directing the Cast
The director of  Wild Things 3  is  Jay Lowi.  Lowi’s  approach to the Wild Things 3 cast  was
reportedly  to  give  them  considerable  freedom  in  their  performances,  trusting  them  to  find  the
balance between eroticism and danger. Lowi had previously directed the thriller Kiss the Bride and
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understood the mechanics of the genre.
Interviews from the time suggest that the cast enjoyed a collaborative atmosphere on set. The
steamy scenes required a high degree of trust between the actors, and the Wild Things 3 cast has
spoken about the professional environment that was maintained. The chemistry that is visible on
screen is a testament to the work done in rehearsals and on set. The actors were encouraged to
improvise some of their dialogue, which gives the film a more natural, if occasionally disjointed, feel.

Character Dynamics and Performances in
Wild Things 3
The success of the film relies on the interplay between the characters. Let us look at how the Wild

Things 3 cast brings these dynamics to life.

THE SEDUCTION SCENES

One of the primary draws of the franchise is its erotic content. Sandra McCoy and Sarah Laine share
several intimate scenes. Their performances are charged with a tension that is essential to the plot.
They manage to make the seduction feel both genuine and manipulative, leaving the audience
unsure of who is exploiting whom. This ambiguity is a hallmark of the series, and the Wild Things 3
cast executes it flawlessly.

THE CONFRONTATION SCENES

Linden Ashby and Brad Johnson


