
Word Problems For Grade 3 Addition And
Subtraction 1

Word Problems For
Grade 3 Addition
And Subtraction

Word
Problems For
Grade 3
Addition And
Subtraction

Downloaded from
template-dev.mobaptist.org

by Jillian & Walls

UNLOCKING MATH
CONFIDENCE: A
GUIDE TO WORD
PROBLEMS FOR
GRADE 3 ADDITION
AND SUBTRACTION

For  many  children,
third  grade  marks  a
p i v o t a l  s h i f t  i n
mathematics.  They
move  beyond  simple,
isolated  number  facts
and step into the world
of  applied  thinking.
This  is  where  word
problems For Grade
3  a d d i t i o n  a n d
subtraction become a

central  focus.  These
problems  are  not  just
about  finding  an
answer; they are about
understanding a story,
i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e
mathematical  question
within it, and applying
the  correct  operation.
This  transition  can  be
challenging,  but  with
the  right  approach,  it
becomes  an  exciting
opportunity for growth.
This  article  explores
how  to  master  these
problems,  offering
strategies,  examples,
a n d  i n s i g h t s  f o r
parents and educators
w h o  w a n t  t o  h e l p
children  build  lasting
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math  skills.
U n l i k e  a
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
equation like "24 + 15
= ?,"  a word problem
asks a child to read a
narrat ive,  extract
relevant numbers, and
decide whether to add
o r  s u b t r a c t .  T h i s
process  builds  critical
thinking  and  reading
comprehension  in
tandem  with  math
skills.  It  is  a cognitive
workout  that  prepares
young  learners  for
increasingly  complex
problem-solving  in
later  grades.

Why
Word
Problems

Matter for
Third
Grade
Math
Develop
ment
The  value  of  word
problems  for  grade
3  a d d i t i o n  a n d
subtraction  extends
f a r  b e y o n d  t h e
c lassroom.  These
p r o b l e m s  t e a c h
students  how to  think
l o g i c a l l y  a n d
systematically.  They
l e a r n  t o  i g n o r e
irrelevant  information
and  focus  on  what  is
m a t h e m a t i c a l l y
n e c e s s a r y .  T h i s
s k i l l — i g n o r i n g
distractions  to  find  a
solution—is valuable in
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everyday  life,  from
figuring  out  how  many
slices of pizza are left
to  ca lcu lat ing  the
c h a n g e  a f t e r  a
purchase.
Furthermore,  these
problems help children
understand  the  "why"
behind  addition  and
subtraction.  When  a
child sees that adding
c a n  r e p r e s e n t
combining  two  groups
o f  ob jec ts  o r  that
s u b t r a c t i n g  c a n
represent  taking away
or  finding  a  difference,
the operations become
more meaningful.  This
deep  understanding
p r e v e n t s  r o t e
memorizat ion  and
promotes  genuine
mathematical  fluency.
M a s t e r i n g  w o r d
problems  for  grade
3  a d d i t i o n  a n d
subtraction  a lso
builds confidence. Each
c o r r e c t l y  s o l v e d
problem  is  a  smal l

victory  that  reinforces
a child's belief in their
own  ability  to  tackle
challenges.

Common
Types of
Addition
Word
Problems
in Grade
3
A d d i t i o n  w o r d
problems in third grade
often  fall  into  a  few
distinct  categories.
Recognizing  these
patterns  can  help  a
c h i l d  q u i c k l y
understand  what  the
problem is asking. Here
are the most common
types:
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Joining (Result
Unknown): This
is the most
straightforward
type. A starting
amount is given,
an amount is
added, and the
student must
find the total. For
example: "Mia
had 42 stickers.
Her friend gave
her 18 more.
How many
stickers does Mia
have now?"
Joining
(Change
Unknown):
Here, the
starting amount
and the total are
known, but the
amount added is
missing. For
example: "Liam
had 35 trading
cards. After his
birthday, he had
52 cards. How
many cards did

he receive for his
birthday?"
Part-Part-
Whole: These
problems present
two parts that
are combined to
make a whole.
For example:
"There are 27
girls and 34 boys
in the third
grade. How many
students are
there in total?"
Comparison
(Smaller
Unknown):
These problems
compare two
quantities, and
students must
add to find the
larger amount.
For example:
"Jake has 22
marbles. Sara
has 15 more
marbles than
Jake. How many
marbles does
Sara have?"
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Each type requires the
s a m e
operation—addition—b
ut the missing piece of
information  changes,
which  requires  careful
reading.  Practicing
various  formats  is
essential for mastering
word  problems  for
grade 3 addition and
subtraction.

Common
Types of
Subtracti
on Word
Problems
in Grade
3
Subt rac t ion  word
problems are  similarly
diverse.  They  are  not

always  about  "taking
away."  Understanding
these  different
contexts  is  key.

Separating
(Result
Unknown): This
is the classic
"take away"
scenario. A
starting amount
is given, some is
taken away, and
the student finds
what remains.
Example: "Mrs.
Chen has 60
cupcakes. She
sold 23 of them.
How many
cupcakes does
she have left?"
Separating
(Change
Unknown): The
start and end
amounts are
known, but the
amount taken
away is missing.
Example: "Leo
had 84 stickers.
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He gave some to
his sister. He
now has 47
stickers. How
many stickers
did he give
away?"
Part-Part-
Whole (Missing
Part): This
presents a whole
and one part,
and the student
must find the
missing part.
Example: "There
are 100 students
in the third
grade. 58 are
girls. How many
are boys?"
Comparison
(Difference
Unknown):
These are very
common. Two
amounts are
given, and the
student must
find how much
more or less one
is than the other.

Example: "A blue
whale weighs
120 tons. An
elephant weighs
5 tons. How
much more does
the whale weigh
than the
elephant?"
Comparison
(Larger
Unknown): The
smaller amount
and the
difference are
given, and the
student must
add to find the
larger amount.
This is a common
challenge
because it looks
like addition but
is actually solved
by subtraction.
However, in
grade 3, it is
often presented
as a two-step
problem.

Exposure  to  all  these
types  ensures  that  a
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child  does  not  simply
learn a  trick  but  truly
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e
concept  of  subtraction
as  finding  the
difference  or  finding  a
miss ing  part .  This
variety is  what makes
word  problems  for
grade 3 addition and
subtraction  such  a
rich  learning  tool.

Effective
Strategie
s for
Solving
Word
Problems
Success  with  these
problems is  not  about
being a math genius; it
i s  a b o u t  u s i n g  a
consistent,  reliable

strategy.  The  best
approach  combines
reading comprehension
with  mathematical
reasoning.  Here  is  a
step-by-step  method
that  works  for  any
word  problem  for
grade 3 addition and
subtraction:

Read the Entire1.
Problem Twice:
The first read is
for a general
idea. The second
read is for
details.
Encourage the
child to read
slowly and
carefully.
Identify the2.
Question:
Underline or
highlight the
sentence that
asks the
question. What is
the story actually
asking for? This
is the most
important step.
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Find the Key3.
Information:
Look for the
numbers and
their labels (e.g.,
"42 apples," "15
miles"). Cross
out any
information that
is not needed to
answer the
question.
Draw a Picture4.
or Diagram:
Visualizing the
problem can
make it much
easier. A simple
bar model, a
number line, or
even a quick
sketch of circles
can clarify
whether to add
or subtract. For
example,
drawing two bars
of different
lengths can
perfectly
illustrate a
comparison

problem.
Write the5.
Equation:
Translate the
story into a math
sentence. For
example, "42 +
18 = ?" or "60 -
23 = ?"
Solve and6.
Check: Perform
the calculation
carefully. Then,
ask: "Does this
answer make
sense in the
story?" If a child
finds that 60 - 23
= 37, they
should ask
themselves, "Is it
possible that 37
cupcakes are
left? Yes, that is
less than 60."

T h i s  s y s t e m a t i c
approach  reduces
anxiety and provides a
clear  path  forward.  It
turns  a  daunting  task
into  a  manageable
series  of  small  steps.
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Repeated practice with
this  method  is  the
surest  way  to  master
word  problems  for
grade 3 addition and
subtraction.

Sample
Problems
with
Detailed
Solutions
Let us walk through a
few  examples  to  see
the strategy in action.
Example 1: Addition
(Joining)
Problem:  "Emma  read
35 pages on Saturday
a n d  2 8  p a g e s  o n
Sunday.  How  many
pages did she read in
total?"

Question: How
many pages in

total?
Key Info: 35
pages, 28 pages
Draw: (Two
groups combined
into one)
Equation: 35 +
28 = ?
Solve: 35 + 28
= 63 pages.
Check: 63 is
more than both
35 and 28, which
makes sense for
a total.

E x a m p l e  2 :
S u b t r a c t i o n
(Separating)
Problem:  "A  baker
baked  75  cookies.  He
sold 39 of  them. How
many cookies are left?"

Question: How
many cookies are
left?
Key Info: 75
cookies, 39 sold
Draw: (Start
with 75, cross
out 39)
Equation: 75 -
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39 = ?
Solve: 75 - 39 =
36 cookies.
Check: 36 is less
than 75, which
makes sense
because some
were sold.

E x a m p l e  3 :
C o m p a r i s o n
(Difference
Unknown)
Problem: "Tom has 48
baseball  cards.  Ben
has 31 baseball cards.
How many more cards
does  Tom  have  than
Ben?"

Question: How
many more cards
does Tom have?
Key Info: Tom:
48, Ben: 31
Draw: (Two
bars: one for 48,
one for 31. The
difference is the
extra part of the
longer bar.)
Equation: 48 -
31 = ? (Even

though the
question says
"how many
more," the
operation is
subtraction.)
Solve: 48 - 31 =
17 cards. Check:
17 is the
difference
between the two
amounts.

Example  4:  Missing
Addend  ( Joining
Change Unknown)
Problem: "A farmer had
42  eggs.  After  some
chickens  laid  more
eggs, he had 70 eggs.
How many  eggs  were
laid?"

Question: How
many eggs were
laid?
Key Info: Start
with 42, end with
70.
Draw: (A
number line from
42 to 70. Count
the jumps.)
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Equation: 42 +
? = 70, or 70 - 42
= ?
Solve: 70 - 42 =
28 eggs. Check:
42 + 28 = 70.
Correct.

W o r k i n g  t h r o u g h
examples  like  these
builds  familiarity  with
the language of word
problems  for  grade
3  a d d i t i o n  a n d
subtract ion  and
reinforces the idea that
subtraction  is  not  just
for "taking away."

Common
Pitfalls
and How
to Avoid

Them
Even  w i th  a  so l i d
strategy,  children  can
stumble.  Being  aware
of  common  mistakes
helps  parents  and
teachers  guide  them
effectively.

Rushing and
Not Reading
Carefully: The
most common
mistake. Children
see numbers and
guess the
operation. Fix:
Slow down. Read
twice. Underline
the question
before looking at
the numbers.
Focusing on
Keywords Only:
Relying on words
like


