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PETE THE CAT
HARPER COLLINS:
HOW A GROOVY
BLUE CAT BECAME
A CHILDREN’S
BOOK
PHENOMENON

If  you have spent any
time  around  young
children  in  the  past
decade,  chances  are
you  have  heard  the
refrain,  “ I  love  my
white  shoes!”  That
catchy,  carefree  tune
belongs to none other
than Pete the Cat, the
cool,  blue,  four-legged
protagonist  who  has
become  a  staple  in
homes,  classrooms,

and  libraries  around
the  world.  Behind  his
rise  to  stardom  is  a
powerful  partnership
with  one  of  the  most
respected  names  in
p u b l i s h i n g :
HarperColl ins.  The
union of Pete The Cat
Harper  Collins  has
created  a  l i terary
empire  that  spans
picture  books,  early
readers,  songbooks,
and  even  a  television
series. But how did this
jazzy feline capture so
many  hearts?  And
w h a t  m a k e s  t h e
collaboration  between
creator  and  publisher
so  successful?  This
article  explores  the
journey  of  Pete  the
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C a t ,  t h e  r o l e  o f
HarperCollins  in  his
global  reach,  and  the
lasting educational and
cultural  impact  of  the
series.

The
Origins of
Pete the
Cat: From
Concept
to
HarperCol
lins
Pete the Cat was born
from the imagination of
art ist  James  Dean.
Dean began sketching
a  b l u e  c a t  a s  a
pe rsona l  a r t i s t i c
project,  long  before

any  book  existed.  His
illustrations caught the
attention  of  his  wife,
Kimberly  Dean,  and
later  of  author  Eric
Litwin,  who  wrote  the
first Pete the Cat story.
In 2008, Pete the Cat: I
Love  My  White  Shoes
was self-published as a
small, handmade book.
Its  infectious  rhythm
and  simple  message
about  staying  positive
in the face of mishaps
resonated immediately
with  readers.  Soon
after,  the  book  found
i t s  w a y  t o
HarperCollins,  which
r e c o g n i z e d  t h e
character’s  potential.
H a r p e r C o l l i n s
Ch i l d ren ’ s  Books
signed  on  to  publish
the series, and the rest
is  children’s  literature
history.
The  HarperCol l ins
edition  of  I  Love  My
W h i t e  S h o e s  w a s
released in  2010,  and



Pete The Cat Harper Collins 3

3

it  quickly  became  a
b e s t s e l l e r .  T h e
p u b l i s h e r  a d d e d
p r o f e s s i o n a l
i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  a n
accompanying  free
song  download,  and
wide  distribution.  This
marked  the  beginning
o f  a  t h r i v i n g
relationship  between
the Dean family (James
and Kimberly Dean are
n o w  t h e  p r i m a r y
author-illustrator team)
and  HarperColl ins.
Since  then,  the  Pete
T h e  C a t  H a r p e r
Collins  partnership
has  produced  dozens
of titles, each building
on  the  character’s
charm.

WHY PETE THE CAT
RESONATES WITH
CHILDREN AND
ADULTS ALIKE

What  makes  Pete  the
Cat  so  universal ly
beloved?  First,  the
character  embodies  a

simple  but  powerful
philosophy: “No matter
what you step in, keep
walking  along  and
singing your song.” In
a  world  that  can  be
unpredictab le  for
young  children,  Pete
models  resi l ience,
optimism,  and  self-
acceptance.  Whether
he  loses  his  buttons,
gets  new  shoes,  or
rides a school bus, Pete
never  loses  his  cool.
T h i s  e m o t i o n a l
s t e a d i n e s s  i s
c o m f o r t i n g  t o
preschoo lers  and
kindergarteners  who
are  still  learning  to
navigate  big  feelings.
Second, the books are
highly  interactive.
Many  titles  include  a
free song or a QR code
that leads to a musical
r e c o r d i n g .  T h e
rhythmic,  repetitive
text invites children to
chant  along.  Teachers
and parents report that
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even reluctant readers
are drawn to the sing-
song cadence of Pete’s
a d v e n t u r e s .  T h e
combination  of  music,
bold  illustrations,  and
predictable  patterns
makes  Pete  the  Cat
books  HarperCollins
excel lent  tools  for
building  early  literacy
skills.
Third,  the  artwork  is
visually striking. James
Dean’s  thick  acrylic
paintings  feature  a
deep  blue  cat  with
wide  yellow  eyes,  set
a g a i n s t  b r i g h t ,
u n c l u t t e r e d
backgrounds.  This
stylistic  choice  helps
young readers focus on
t h e  a c t i o n  a n d
emot ions  on  each
p a g e .  T h e  v i s u a l
consistency across the
se r i e s  a l so  he lps
children feel a sense of
familiarity  with  each
new  title.

The
HarperCol
lins
Publishin
g
Strategy:
Building a
Brand
HarperCol l ins  has
skillfully expanded the
Pete  the  Cat  universe
into  a  multi-format
f r a n c h i s e .  T h e
pub l i sher  d id  no t
simply  stop at  picture
books. They recognized
that children grow, and
their  reading  needs
change.  Therefore,
H a r p e r C o l l i n s
developed  several
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product lines under the
Pete The Cat Harper
Collins umbrella:

Picture books:
The original
hardcover and
paperback
stories, such as
Pete the Cat and
His Four Groovy
Buttons and Pete
the Cat: Rocking
in My School
Shoes.
I Can Read!
early readers:
Level 1 and Level
2 books designed
for children who
are beginning to
read
independently.
Titles like Pete
the Cat: Too Cool
for School and
Pete the Cat:
Play Ball! use
simple
vocabulary and
repetition.
Songbooks and
novelty items:

Hardcovers with
CD recordings,
plush toys,
sticker books,
and even a Pete
the Cat guitar
toy.
Board books:
Durable editions
for babies and
toddlers, such as
Pete the Cat: I
Love My White
Shoes board
book version.
Seasonal and
holiday titles:
Pete the Cat
celebrates
Christmas,
Valentine’s Day,
Halloween, and
even the first day
of school.

This  tiered  approach
ensures  that  children
can engage with  Pete
from  infancy  through
ear ly  e lementary
s c h o o l .  I t  a l s o
encourages  repeat
p u r c h a s e s  f r o m
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families  who  become
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e
character.  For  schools
and libraries, the wide
range of reading levels
makes Pete the Cat a
versatile  addition  to
any  collection.

KEY TITLES IN THE
HARPERCOLLINS
PETE THE CAT
SERIES

While there are dozens
of Pete the Cat books,
several  have  become
standout  favorites.
H e r e  a r e  a  f e w
e s s e n t i a l  t i t l e s
p u b l i s h e d  b y
HarperColl ins:

Pete the Cat: I1.
Love My White
Shoes (2010) –
The book that
started it all. A
timeless story
about staying
positive when
things get
messy.

Pete the Cat2.
and His Four
Groovy Buttons
(2012) – A
counting book
set to music.
Pete loses his
buttons one by
one but remains
unflappable. A
classic for
teaching
subtraction and
emotional
regulation.
Pete the Cat:3.
Rocking in My
School Shoes
(2011) – Perfect
for back-to-
school season.
Pete explores the
school, from the
library to the
lunchroom,
showing children
what to expect.
Pete the Cat4.
and the New
Guy (2014) – A
story about
friendship and
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inclusion,
introducing a
new character
named Gus the
platypus.
Pete the Cat:5.
Super Pete
(2020) – An I
Can Read! Level
1 book where
Pete becomes a
superhero. Great
for building
confidence in
early readers.
Pete the Cat6.
and the Cool
Cat Boogie
(2017) – A fun,
dance-filled book
that encourages
movement and
self-expression.

Each  title  maintains
the  core  themes  of
positivity,  music,  and
h u m o r  w h i l e
i n t r o d u c i n g  n e w
c o n c e p t s ,  f r o m
numbers  to  soc ia l
skills.  The  consistent
qual i ty  contro l  by

HarperCollins  ensures
that  even  the  lesser-
known  books  meet
h i g h  e d i t o r i a l
standards.

The
Education
al Value
of Pete
the Cat
Books
T e a c h e r s  h a v e
embraced  Pete  The
Cat  Harper  Collins
books  as  powerful
classroom  resources.
Why?  Because  the
s e r i e s  n a t u r a l l y
supports several areas
of  ear ly  chi ldhood
development:

Phonemic
awareness: The
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rhyming and
rhythmic text
help children
hear and
manipulate
sounds. Singing
along
strengthens
auditory
discrimination.
Vocabulary
building: Words
like “groovy,”
“cool,”
“buttons,” and
“shoes” are
repeated in
context, making
them easy to
learn.
Counting and
math: Many
books
incorporate
counting, simple
subtraction, and
patterns. For
instance, in Four
Groovy Buttons,
children see
buttons pop off
one by one,

reinforcing the
concept of “one
less.”
Social-
emotional
learning (SEL):
Pete’s positive
attitude in the
face of setbacks
(dirty shoes, lost
buttons, moving
to a new school)
models
resilience.
Teachers use
Pete as a friendly
example of how
to handle
disappointment.
Music
integration:
The free songs
and CD
recordings make
it easy to
incorporate
music into
lessons. Many
classrooms use
Pete the Cat
songs for
transition times
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or brain breaks.

HarperCollins  has  also
released  educator
guides  and  activity
sheets  that  align  with
C o m m o n  C o r e
standards.  This  extra
support has made Pete
t h e  C a t  a  g o - t o
resource for  preschool
and  k indergar ten
teachers  across  the
United  States  and
beyond.

CULTURAL IMPACT
AND BEYOND
BOOKS

The  Pete  The  Cat
H a r p e r  C o l l i n s
phenomenon  extends
far beyond the printed
page. In 2017, Amazon
S t u d i o s  a n d
H a r p e r C o l l i n s
partnered  to  produce
an animated television
series  called  Pete  the
C a t .  T h e  s h o w ,
available  on  Amazon
Prime  Video,  features

the  vo ice  of  Jacob
Tob ia  as  Pete  and
original  songs  that
continue  the  musical
tradition.  The  series
adapts the key picture
books  into  episodes,
while also creating new
adventures.  I t  has
introduced  Pete  to  a
generation  of  children
who  consume  media
through screens, while
still  encouraging them
to pick up the books.
Merchandise is another
major  component.
HarperCollins  licenses
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  t o
c o m p a n i e s  t h a t
produce  plush  toys,
b a c k p a c k s ,
lunchboxes,  sticker
sets, puzzles, and even
cos tumes .  These
products  help  children
extend  their  love  of
r e a d i n g  i n t o
imaginative play. Many
f a m i l i e s  c o l l e c t
multiple  Pete  the  Cat
items, creating a brand



10

10 Pete The Cat Harper Collins 2023-11-01

loyalty that persists as
children grow.
HarperCollins  has  also
translated Pete the Cat
i n t o  m u l t i p l e
languages,  including
Spanish,  French,  and
Chinese. The universal
appeal of a happy blue
cat transcends cultural
b o u n d a r i e s .
International  editions
often retain the songs,
sometimes  with  new
lyrics adapted for local
audiences.  This  global
strategy  has  made
P e t e  t h e  C a t  a
genuinely international
character,  beloved  in
classrooms from Tokyo
to Buenos Aires.

How
Parents
and

Educators
Use Pete
the Cat
If  you  walk  into  any
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d
classroom,  you  are
likely to see a Pete the
Cat poster, a plush toy
on the reading rug, or
a  b u l l e t i n  b o a r d
fea tu r i ng  g roovy
buttons. Teachers have
developed  countless
creative  activit ies
inspired by the books:

Shoe-dyeing
experiments:
After reading I
Love My White
Shoes, children
color paper
shoes with
watercolors or
crayons to match
the stains in the
story.
Button



Pete The Cat Harper Collins 11

11

counting
games: Using
real buttons or
paper cutouts,
students practice
counting and
subtraction while
reciting the
refrain from Four
Groovy Buttons.
Class
performances:
Many
kindergartens
put on Pete the
Cat plays, with
children wearing
blue cat ears and
singing the
familiar songs.
Emotional
check-ins:
Teachers use
phrases like
“Don’t be
sad—be like
Pete” to
encourage
children to move
past minor
frustrations.

Parents,  too,  find  that

Pete’s  stories  make
bedtime and storytime
enjoyable.  The  sing-
along  nature  of  the
books means that even
non-readers can “read”
along  after  hearing  a
story a few times. The
repet i t i on  bu i l ds
confidence.  Many
parents  report  that
Pete the Cat was their
child’s  first  “favorite”
character,  sparking  a
lifelong love of reading.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING LEGACY
OF PETE THE CAT
AND
HARPERCOLLINS

The  combination  of  a
charming,  resilient
character  and  the
publishing  muscle  of
HarperCol l ins  has
created  one  of  the
m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l
c h i l d r e n ’ s  b o o k
f ranch i ses  o f  the
twenty-first  century.
Pete The Cat Harper
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Collins  stands  as  a
testament to the power
o f  a  s i m p l e  i d e a
e x e c u t e d  w i t h
consistency,  creativity,
and  genuine  love  for
young  readers.  From
the  first  self-published

white  shoes  to  the
animated  series  and
international  editions,
Pete the Cat continues
to  inspire  children  to
be brave, curious, and,
above  all,  groovy.  As
new generations of


