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WHY CHOOSE GOOGLE AS YOUR
HOMEPAGE?

Your browser's homepage is the first
thing you see when you open the
internet. For millions of users worldwide,
Google is the default choice because it
offers instant access to the world's most
powerful search engine, along with
personalized news, weather, and a clean
interface. Setting Google as your
homepage saves time, reduces friction,
and ensures you start every browsing
session with a tool you already trust.
Whether you use Google Chrome, Mozilla
Firefox, Apple Safari, or Microsoft Edge,
the process is straightforward. In this
guide, you will learn how to put Google
as homepage on every major browser,
including practical tips to keep it locked.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SET
GOOGLE AS HOMEPAGE?

Your homepage is the web page your
browser loads automatically when you
launch it or click the home button. By
making Google your homepage, you skip
the default start page and go directly to
Google Search. This is different from
setting a new tab page (which is often a
different setting). Many people also
change their new tab page to Google,
but here we focus on the homepage
itself. The goal is to have Google appear
every time you open your browser.

HOMEPAGE IN GOOGLE CHROME

Google Chrome is the most popular
browser globally, and setting Google as
your homepage is simple. Follow these
steps:

1. Open Chrome and click the three
vertical dots (the menu icon) in the
upper-right corner.

2. Select Settings from the
dropdown menu.

3. Scroll down to the On startup
section. Here you have three
options. Choose "Open a specific
page or set of pages.”

4. Click Add a new page and enter
https://www.google.com in the URL
field. Click Add.

5. Now, to set the homepage button
itself, look for the Appearance
section (still in Settings).

6. Toggle on Show Home button if
it is not already active.

7. Below the toggle, click Enter
custom web address and type
https://www.google.com.

8. Close the Settings tab. Your
homepage is now set.

If you prefer a more visual approach, you
can also use Chrome's search bar to
type "chrome://settings" and go directly.
Remember that the "On startup" setting
controls what pages open when you
launch Chrome, while the "Home button"
setting controls what loads when you
click the house icon. For the full
experience, configure both with Google.
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Setting Google
as New Tab Page
In Chrome

Some users want Google to appear not
only on startup but also every time they
open a new tab. Chrome does not
natively allow this, but you can install
extensions like "Google New Tab" or
"New Tab Redirect" to force Google as
your new tab page. However, the default
new tab page in Chrome already
includes a Google search bar, so many
find that sufficient.

Toolbar).
8. Close the Settings tab.

Firefox also lets you set multiple
homepages by separating the URLs with
vertical bars (]), but for a single Google
homepage, just use one URL. If you want
to restore default settings later, simply
choose "Firefox Home (Default)" from
the dropdown.

HOW TO MAKE GOOGLE YOUR
HOMEPAGE IN APPLE SAFARI

HOW TO SET GOOGLE AS
HOMEPAGE IN MOZILLA FIREFOX

Firefox offers flexible homepage options.
To make Google your homepage in
Firefox:

1. Open Firefox and click the menu
button (three horizontal lines) in
the top-right corner.

2. Select Settings.

3. In the Home panel, look for the
dropdown menu labeled
Homepage and new windows.

4. Choose Custom URLs... from the
dropdown.

5. In the text box that appears, type
https://www.google.com.

6. Optionally, you can also set the
New tabs dropdown to "Blank
Page" or "Custom URL" — but the
homepage setting is what you
need for the home button.

7. If you want the Firefox home
button to load Google, ensure the
Show home button is enabled in
the toolbar customization (right-
click toolbar -> Customize

Safari, the default browser on Mac and
i0S, also allows you to set a custom
homepage. The steps differ slightly
depending on your macOS version, but
the general process is as follows:

1. Open Safari on your Mac.

2. From the menu bar at the top of
the screen, click Safari and then
Preferences (or press Command
+,).

. Click the General tab.

4. In the Homepage field, enter

https://www.google.com.

5. Decide whether you want the
homepage to appear in new
windows. Check the box that says
New windows open with
Homepage if desired.

6. You can also set New tabs open
with Homepage for a consistent
experience.

7. Close the Preferences window. The
home button will now load Google.

w

If you do not see a home button in
Safari's toolbar, you can enable it by
going to View -> Customize Toolbar,
then dragging the Home icon into the
toolbar. On iPhone or iPad, Safari does
not have a homepage setting in the
same way; instead, you set the start
page for Safari, which includes Google as
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one of the options (or you can manually
open google.com and choose "Add to
Home Screen" for a web clip).

HOW TO PUT GOOGLE AS
HOMEPAGE IN MICROSOFT EDGE

Microsoft Edge, now based on
Chromium, behaves very similarly to
Chrome. Here is how you set Google as
your homepage in Edge:

1. Open Edge and click the three-dot
menu (Settings and more) in the
upper-right corner.

2. Select Settings.

3. On the left sidebar, choose Start,
home, and new tabs.

4. Under Home button, toggle the
switch to enable it (if not already).

5. Select Enter a URL and type
https://www.google.com.

6. Under When Edge starts, choose
Open one or more specific
pages and click Add a new
page.

7. Enter Google's URL and click Add.
You can also remove any other
startup pages if you want a clean
start.

8. Close the Settings page.

Edge also offers a "New tab page"
setting that can be configured to show
Google, but like Chrome, the default new
tab page in Edge already has a search
box that uses Bing. To change the
search engine for the address bar, you
must go to Privacy, search, and services
-> Address bar and search -> Manage
search engines, and set Google as
default. But for the homepage, the
above steps are all you need.

BROWSERS

HOW TO SET GOOGLE AS
HOMEPAGE ON MOBILE

Mobile browsers differ from desktop, but
you can still get Google as your start
page or home screen shortcut.

Chrome on
Android and 10S

On Android, open Chrome, tap the three
dots, go to Settings -> Homepage, and
toggle on. Then tap "Open this page"
and enter google.com. On iPhone,
Chrome does not have a true homepage
setting; instead, you set your startup
page from Settings -> New Tab page to
"Start Page" (which includes Google as a
suggestion). For quick access, add a
Google widget to your home screen.

Safari on 10S

Open Settings app -> Safari -> search
for "Homepage" (if available) or set the
"Start Page" to include Google. On newer
iOS versions, you can customize the
start page by tapping the "Edit" button
when you open Safari. You cannot set a
custom URL directly on iPhone Safari,
but you can bookmark Google and add it
to your home screen.

Firefox on Mobile

Open Firefox, tap the menu (three dots),
go to Settings -> Homepage, and enter
google.com. You can also set custom tab
pages.

Mobile browsers often restrict homepage
modification due to platform limitations,
but the Google app and widget are
excellent alternatives.
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Sometimes the steps above do not work
as expected. Here are solutions to
common problems:

* Homepage reverts to default:
Malware or browser extensions
can override your homepage. Run
an antivirus scan and disable
suspicious extensions. Also, check
your browser settings again.

¢ Home button missing: In
Chrome and Edge, you must
enable the home button in
Appearance or Start, home, and
new tabs. In Firefox, check the
toolbar customization.

* Google not loading: Ensure you
typed the URL correctly
(https://www.google.com, not just
"google"). Sometimes a trailing
slash helps.

e Startup pages not saving: In
Chrome, ensure no other
extensions are blocking the
settings. Try using a clean profile.

e Multiple homepages: Some
browsers (like Firefox) let you set
multiple homepages by separating
URLs with "|". If you accidentally
have more than one, remove the
extra ones.

BENEFITS OF USING GOOGLE AS
YOUR HOMEPAGE

Setting Google as your homepage is
more than just a habit. It offers practical
advantages:

e Speed: You get straight to search
without waiting for a portal page.

¢ Consistency: Google's interface is
clean and fast, regardless of

personalized news, weather, and
shortcuts if you are signed in.
Security: Searching from the
homepage avoids fake search bars
that phishing sites create.
Familiarity: For most people,
Google is the most intuitive search
engine.

ALTERNATIVE METHODS: USING
EXTENSIONS AND BOOKMARKS

If your browser does not allow direct
homepage modification, or if you want
Google only on new tabs, consider these
workarounds:

Bookmark Google: Simply go to
google.com and drag the URL into
your bookmarks bar. Then click it
whenever you want to search.
Use Google Chrome's "Open
Google.com on startup”
feature (which we already
covered).

Install a homepage manager
extension: For Firefox, you can
use "Homepage" extensions that
force a specific URL.

Modify the browser's
configuration file (advanced
users): Some browsers allow you
to edit an "autoconfig" file to set
the homepage. This is not
recommended for casual users.

HOW TO KEEP GOOGLE AS YOUR
DEFAULT SEARCH ENGINE

Even after setting Google as your
homepage, some browsers may still use
Bing or Yahoo for address bar searches.
It is important to also set Google as your
default search engine:
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e Chrome: Settings -> Search Default Search Engine -> Google.
engine -> Search engine used in e Safari: Preferences -> Search ->
the address bar -> Google. Search engine -> Google.

e Firefox: Settings -> Search -> * Edge: Settings ->



