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INTRODUCTION:
THE PERFECT PAIR
FOR PRECISION
CRAFTING

If  you  are  diving  into
t h e  w o r l d  o f  D I Y
crafting,  vinyl  decals,
or custom apparel, you
h a v e  l i k e l y
encoun te red  two
p o w e r f u l  n a m e s :
CorelDRAW and Cricut.
C o r e l D R A W  i s  a
p ro fess iona l -g rade
vector graphics editor,
w h i l e  C r i c u t  i s  a
p o p u l a r  l i n e  o f
electronic  cutt ing
machines.  Together,
they  form  a  dynamic
d u o  t h a t  a l l o w s
creators  to  design
intricate  artwork  and
then bring it to life with

p r e c i s e  c u t s  o n
materials  like  vinyl,
cardstock,  and  heat
transfer  film.  Whether
you are a hobbyist or a
small  business  owner,
understanding  how  to
use  CorelDRAW  for
Cricut  projects  can
elevate your crafting to
a whole new level. This
comprehensive  guide
will  walk  you  through
the  synergy  between
CorelDRAW and Cricut,
offering  practical  tips,
workflow  steps,  and
creative  inspiration.

WHAT IS
CORELDRAW?

CorelDRAW is a leading
vector  illustration  and
page  layout  software
u s e d  b y  g r a p h i c
designers,  illustrators,
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and  craft  enthusiasts
wor ldwide.  Unl ike
raster  images  (l ike
JPEGs or PNGs), vector
graphics  are  made  of
mathematical  paths,
which means they can
be scaled  to  any  size
without  losing  quality.
This makes CorelDRAW
a n  i d e a l  t o o l  f o r
designing  cut  files  for
Cricut machines, which
require clean, scalable
paths  to  func t ion
correctly.  CorelDRAW
offers  a  wide  array  of
features  including
Bézier curve tools, text
manipulation,  color
management,  and
effects  like  drop
shadows and contours.
For  Cricut  users,  the
a b i l i t y  t o  c r e a t e
custom  SVG  files
directly  in  CorelDRAW
is a game-changer.

Key
Features
of
CorelDRA
W
Relevant
to Cricut
Users

Vector Creation
& Editing: Draw
and edit precise
shapes, curves,
and lines that
translate
perfectly to cut
paths.
Layer
Management:
Organize
different parts of
your design (e.g.,
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score lines, cut
lines, print
layers) on
separate layers.
SVG Export:
Save your
designs as SVG
(Scalable Vector
Graphics), which
is the preferred
file format for
Cricut Design
Space.
Bitmap-to-
Vector Tracing:
Use PowerTRACE
to convert
scanned
drawings or low-
resolution
images into
clean vector
paths ready for
cutting.
Color Palettes
& Swatches:
Easily assign
colors for print-
then-cut projects
or line types (cut,
score, draw).

WHAT IS A CRICUT
MACHINE?

Cricut  is  a  brand  of
smart cutting machines
that  can  cut,  score,
and write on over 100
different materials. The
most  common  models
are  the  Cricut  Maker
(for fabric, leather, and
thicker  materials)  and
the  Cricut  Explore  Air
(for  vinyl,  cardstock,
and  iron-on).  These
machines  operate
using a software called
Cricut  Design  Space,
where  users  upload
d e s i g n s ,  c h o o s e
materials,  and set  cut
parameters.  While
Design  Space  has  its
own basic design tools,
m a n y  a d v a n c e d
creators  prefer  to  use
external  software  like
CorelDRAW  for  more
complex  vector  art,
t h e n  i m p o r t  t h e
finished file into Design
Space for cutting.
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WHY USE
CORELDRAW WITH
CRICUT?

Using  CorelDRAW  as
your design tool before
sending files to a Cricut
offers  several
c o m p e l l i n g
advantages:

Professional-
Grade Tools:
CorelDRAW
provides more
advanced vector
editing
capabilities than
the built-in
Design Space
editor. You can
create intricate
mandalas,
layered
monograms, and
complex
illustrations with
ease.
Precise Control
Over Paths:
CorelDRAW
allows you to
adjust anchor

points, smooth
curves, and weld
or combine
shapes exactly
as needed,
reducing errors
during cutting.
Efficient Batch
Production: If
you are making
multiple designs
(e.g., for a small
business),
CorelDRAW's
object
duplication,
alignment, and
distribution tools
save hours of
manual work.
Custom Line
Types: By
assigning specific
stroke colors
(e.g., red for cut,
blue for score,
green for draw),
you can export a
single SVG that
Cricut Design
Space will
recognize and
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apply the correct
action.
Cost-Effective:
While
CorelDRAW is a
paid software
(with
subscription or
perpetual license
options), it pays
for itself if you
produce many
designs or sell
digital cut files.

SETTING UP YOUR
CORELDRAW
DOCUMENT FOR
CRICUT

To get the best results,
i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
configure  your
CorelDRAW  workspace
correctly  for  Cricut
projects.  Follow  these
steps:

Set Document1.
Dimensions:
Choose a canvas
size that
matches your

material or mat.
Common sizes
include 12x12
inches (for
standard Cricut
mats) or 12x24
inches for larger
projects. Go to
Layout > Page
Setup to adjust.
Use a Grid or2.
Guidelines:
Enable the grid
(View > Grid) to
help align
elements. You
may also set up
margins to
ensure your
design stays
within the safe
cutting area
(usually 0.5
inches from the
mat edges).
Define Cut3.
Lines, Score
Lines, and
Draw Lines:
Establish a color
coding system.
For example: Red
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= Cut (Contour),
Blue = Score
(perforated line),
Green = Draw
(pen). Use the
Object Properties
docker to set
stroke color and
width. For cut
lines, a stroke
width of 0.01
inches is
recommended;
for score lines,
use a dashed
stroke style.
Convert Text to4.
Curves: To avoid
font issues when
uploading to
Design Space,
convert all text
to curves
(Ctrl+Q). This
turns letters into
editable vector
shapes that will
display correctly
regardless of the
recipient's font
library.
Save as SVG:5.

Go to File >
Export > choose
SVG as file type.
In the SVG
export options,
ensure you
select "Normal"
or "SVG 1.1" and
check "Export
text as curves"
(if not already
done). Also,
uncheck "Use
bounding box for
all objects" to
keep individual
layers intact.

DESIGNING A
SIMPLE VINYL
DECAL IN
CORELDRAW

Let's  walk  through  a
basic  project:  creating
a  single-color  vinyl
decal for a coffee mug.

Step 1:
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Sketch
Your Idea
In CorelDRAW, use the
Bézier tool or Freehand
tool  to  draw a  simple
coffee  cup  outline.
Alternatively,  you  can
import  a  sketch  and
trace it (use Bitmap >
Outline  Trace  >  Line
Art).

Step 2:
Clean Up
Paths
Use  the  Shape  Tool
(F10) to adjust  nodes,
delete  overlapping
sections,  and  ensure
the path is closed. For
a  decal,  al l  shapes
should  be  closed  and
have  no  intersecting
lines unless you intend
to weld them.

Step 3:
Add Text
Type  a  phrase  l ike
" C A F F E I N A T E D  &
LOVING  IT"  using  a
bold  font.  Convert  to
c u r v e s  ( C t r l + Q ) .
Arrange the text above
or below the cup.

Step 4:
Weld or
Group
If your design consists
of overlapping shapes,
select  them  and  use
Weld  (in  the  Shaping
docker) to merge them
into one single outline.
Otherwise, group them
but  remember  that
each separate object in
the SVG will become a
separate  cut  piece  in
Design Space.



8

8 Coreldraw And Cricut 2024-06-01

Step 5:
Assign
Colors
For a single cut layer,
set the entire design to
one stroke color  (e.g.,
red)  and  no  fill.  For
multi-layer  decals,
each color layer should
be  a  separate  object
with  its  own  stroke
color,  and  you  can
e x p o r t  t h e m  a s
different  SVGs  or  use
layers  within  the  file.

Step 6:
Export
and
Upload
Export  as  SVG.  Open
Cricut  Design  Space,

start  a  new  project,
click  Upload,  select
your  SVG  file.  The
design  should  appear
with  the  correct  cut
lines.  Place  it  on  the
virtual mat, select your
m a t e r i a l  ( e . g . ,
Permanent  Vinyl),  and
send to cut.

ADVANCED
TECHNIQUES:
PRINT THEN CUT
WITH CORELDRAW

Print  Then  Cut  allows
you to print a full-color
design  on  your  home
printer  and then have
the  Cricut  cut  around
it.  This  is  perfect  for
stickers,  labels,  and
c a r d - m a k i n g .
CorelDRAW excels here
b e c a u s e  y o u  c a n
d e s i g n  c o m p l e x
gradients,  patterns,
and images. Important:
When exporting a Print
Then  Cut  file,  your
d e s i g n  m u s t  b e
contained  within  the
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printer  registration
marks  area.  In  Cricut
Design Space, you add
t h o s e  m a r k s
automatically,  but  the
design file itself  should
be no larger than 9.25
x  6.75  inches  (for  a
s tandard  mat) .  In
CorelDRAW,  create  a
rectangle  of  that  size
as a guide, then delete
it before export. Ensure
you  save  as  a  high-
resolution  PNG  (300
DPI) with transparency,
o r  as  an  SVG  w i th
embedded  images.  In
Design  Space,  choose
"Print  Then  Cut"  and
upload the image.

CORELDRAW
VERSIONS AND
COMPATIBILITY
WITH CRICUT
DESIGN SPACE

CorelDRAW is available
as  a  subsc r ip t ion
(CorelDRAW  Graphics
Suite)  or  a  one-time
p u r c h a s e  ( e . g . ,

CorelDRAW  Home  &
Student  Suite).  Both
work  well  with  Cricut.
The most reliable SVG
export  happens  with
the full Graphics Suite.
CorelDRAW  Standard
(a simpler version) also
exports  SVG  but  may
have fewer options for
color mapping. Always
test your exported SVG
by  reopening  it  in  a
browser or a free SVG
editor  like  Inkscape
before  uploading  to
Design Space to catch
any path errors.

COMMON PITFALLS
AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM

Open Paths: In
CorelDRAW,
ensure all paths
are closed. An
open path will
cause the Cricut
to not cut
correctly or think
it's a line. Use
the Shape Tool to
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connect
endpoints.
Too Many
Nodes: Overly
complex paths
with hundreds of
nodes can slow
down the Cricut
and create
jagged cuts.
Simplify curves
using the Smooth
tool or reduce
nodes (Tools >
Simplify).
Incorrect Color
Assignment: If
you use a stroke
color not
recognized by
Design Space
(like black), the
software may
treat it as a draw
line instead of a
cut line. Stick to
the standard
colors: #FF0000
(red) for cut,
#0000FF (blue)
for score,
#00FF00 (green)

for draw.
Missing
Bounding Box
Margins: For
Print Then Cut,
leaving no white
space around
your design can
cause
registration
errors. Add a 0.1-
inch offset
border around
your artwork.
Text as Curves
Not Converted:
If you send a file
with live text,
and the
recipient's
system lacks the
font, Design
Space will
substitute it with
a default font,
ruining your
design. Always
convert to
curves.

ALTERNATIVES TO
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CORELDRAW FOR
CRICUT DESIGN

While  CorelDRAW  is
powerful,  it  is  not the
only  option.  Adobe
Illustrator is a common
p r o f e s s i o n a l
alternative,  though  it
has a steeper learning
cu rve  and  h ighe r
subscr ipt ion  cost.
Affinity  Designer  is  a
one-time  purchase
vector  tool  that  is
gaining  popularity  for
its  performance  and
affordability.  Free
o p t i o n s  i n c l u d e
Inkscape (open-source)
and  Gravit  Designer
(web-based).  However,
f o r  C r i c u t  u s e r s
specifically,
CorelDRAW's  intuitive
in te r face ,  robus t
trac ing  tools ,  and
extensive  library  of
tutorials  make  it  a
favorite  among  those
who want a balance of
professional  features

and  ease  of  use.

TIPS FOR
BUSINESS
OWNERS: SCALING
UP WITH
CORELDRAW AND
CRICUT

I f  you  run  a  sma l l
b u s i n e s s  s e l l i n g
custom  deca ls ,  T -
shirts,  or  signage,
efficiency  is  key.
CorelDRAW allows you
to create templates for
common  products
(e.g.,  3-inch  bumper
stickers, 10-ounce mug
w r a p s ) .  U s e
CorelDRAW's  macro
capabilities  or  third-
party  add-ons  l ike
Drawing  for  Cricut
plugins  to  automate
repetitive  tasks  like
nest ing  shapes  to
minimize  material
waste.  Additionally,
y o u  c a n  c r e a t e  a
library  of  ready-to-cut
SVG  files,  organize
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them  with  descriptive
filenames,  and  batch
e x p o r t .  W h e n
uploading  to  Cricut
Design  Space,  take
advantage of the "Save
as Project" feature for
repeat  orders.  Many
successful crafters also
sell  their  CorelDRAW-
designed  SVG  files  on
platforms  like  Etsy  or
C rea t i ve  Marke t ,
providing  an  extra
revenue  stream.

CONCLUSION

The  combination  of
CorelDRAW and Cricut
unlocks  a  wor ld  of
creative  possibilities
f o r  c r a f t e r s  a n d
d e s i g n e r s  a l i k e .
CorelDRAW  gives  you
the freedom to create
intricate,  professional-
quality vector designs,
while  Cricut  machines
bring  those  designs
into the physical realm
with  precision  and
speed.  By  mastering
the


