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INTRODUCTION:
THE WORLD OF
JACK REACHER

When  i t  comes  t o
modern  thriller  fiction,
few  names  command
as  much  respect  and
readership  as  Lee
Child.  The  British-born
author,  whose  real
name  is  J im  Grant,
created  the  iconic
c h a r a c t e r  J a c k
Reacher—a former U.S.
Army  Military  Police
major who drifts across
Amer i ca ,  so l v i ng
p r o b l e m s  a n d
delivering  justice.
Since  the  first  novel
Kil l ing  Floor  was

published in 1997, the
series has grown into a
global  phenomenon,
selling over 100 million
copies  worldwide.  For
n e w  r e a d e r s  a n d
longtime  fans  alike,
knowing the Lee Child
novels  in  order  is
e s s e n t i a l  t o
exper ienc ing  the
character’s  evolution
a n d  t h e  s u b t l e
chronological  threads
that weave through the
series.  This  article
provides  a  complete,
easy-to-follow guide to
the Jack Reacher books
published by Lee Child
( a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r
Andrew Child, who has
co-authored  later
e n t r i e s ) ,  w i t h
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publication  order  as
t h e  p r i m a r y
framework.

WHY READING LEE
CHILD’S NOVELS
IN ORDER
MATTERS

W h i l e  e a c h  J a c k
R e a c h e r  n o v e l  i s
designed to work as a
standalone  thriller,
t h e r e  i s  v a l u e  i n
reading  the  series
sequentially. Reacher’s
backstory  unfolds
g r a d u a l l y :  h i s
c h i l d h o o d  w i t h  a
Mar ine  father  and
French  mother,  his
time in  the  110th  MP
U n i t ,  a n d  t h e
mysterious  “Reacher’s
Rule” that governs his
nomadic  l i fe .  Key
characters appear and
reappear,  such  as  FBI
agent  Julia  Sorenson,
d e t e c t i v e  H o l l y
J o h n s o n ,  a n d  t h e
enigmatic Jodie Garber
(later  Jacob).  Events

like  the  death  of  his
brother  Joe  or  h i s
relationship  with  Kate
Dixon  gain  deeper
r e s o n a n c e  i f
encountered  in  the
intended  narrative
order.  The  Lee  Child
novels  in  order  also
reveal  how  Reacher’s
methods  and  moral
code  have  remained
consistent even as his
w o r l d  e x p a n d s .
Moreover, readers who
follow publication order
will  notice  the  subtle
evolution  of  Child’s
writing  style—from
lean,  punchy  prose  in
the  ear ly  books  to
more intricate plotting
in later titles.

THE COMPLETE
LIST OF LEE CHILD
NOVELS IN
PUBLICATION
ORDER

Below  is  the  definitive
chronological list of all
L e e  C h i l d  n o v e l s



Lee Child Novels In Order 3

3

featuring Jack Reacher,
organized  by  their
original  publication
dates.  Book  titles  in
bold highlight the core
series  entries,  while
short  stories  and  co-
authored  works  are
noted  separately.

1. Killing
Floor
(1997)
The  debut  novel  that
i n t r o d u c e d  J a c k
Reacher. Arriving in the
small  Georgia town of
Margrave,  Reacher  is
arrested  for  a  murder
he  didn’t  commit.  He
quickly  uncovers  a
conspiracy  involving
counterfeit money and
a  b r u t a l  c r i m e
syndicate.  The  book
sets  the  template:  a
wandering  hero  who
uses  intelligence  and

v io lence  in  equa l
measure.

2. Die
Trying
(1998)
Reacher is in the wrong
place  at  the  wrong
time—a  Chicago  dry
c l e a n e r — w h e n  a
woman  is  kidnapped.
H e  b e c o m e s  h e r
unlikely  protector,
facing  a  militia  group
with  a  sinister  plan.
This  book  deepens
Reacher’s  sense  of
l o y a l t y  a n d  h i s
willingness  to  fight  for
strangers.

3.
Tripwire
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(1999)
Reacher  is  working  a
humble  job  digging
swimming  pools  in
Florida  when  an  old
acquaintance hires him
to  find  a  missing  man.
The  trail  leads  to  a
Vietnam War-era debt,
a  mysterious  woman
named  Jodie  Garber,
and a deadly property
developer. Tripwire is
often  praised  for  its
emotional depth.

4. The
Visitor
(2000) –
also
published

as
Running
Blind
Ser i a l  k i l l e r s  a re
ta rge t i ng  f o rmer
military  women,  and
the  FBI  asks  Reacher
for  help—reluctantly.
Reacher must navigate
bureaucratic  obstacles
while  profiling  a  killer
w h o  k n o w s  h i s
methods.  The  novel
introduces  FBI  agent
Ju l i a  So renson ,  a
recurring character.

5. Echo
Burning
(2001)
A hitchhiker  in  Texas,
Reacher  encounters  a
woman  desperate  to
escape  her  abusive
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husband.  But  nothing
is  as  i t  seems  on  a
remote  ranch.  Echo
Burning  explores
t h e m e s  o f  c l a s s ,
justice,  and  the  limits
o f  R e a c h e r ’ s
invincibil ity.

6.
Without
Fail
(2002)
Former MPs are being
assassinated,  and  the
Secret  Service  hires
Reacher to protect the
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t .
Without Fail marks a
turning point—Reacher
works  more  formally
w i th  gove rnment
agencies  and  faces  a
c o n s p i r a c y  t h a t
reaches  the  highest
levels.

7.
Persuade
r (2003)
A  deep  undercover
ope ra t i on  f o r ces
Reacher  to  infiltrate  a
criminal empire run by
a man known as “The
Dragon.” Persuader is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
intense  entries,  with
Reacher  confronting
vengeance and his own
brutal past.

8. The
Enemy
(2004)
A prequel set in 1990,
before Reacher left the
Army.  He  is  a  Major
invest igat ing  the
suspicious  death  of  a
general.  The  Enemy
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offers  crucial
backstory:  his  brother
Joe,  his  mother,  and
the events that shaped
his decision to become
a drifter.

9. One
Shot
(2005)
The  basis  for  the  first
Jack  Reacher  film
starring Tom Cruise. A
sniper  kills  five  people
in a parking lot, but the
s u s p e c t  c l a i m s
innocence.  Reacher
be l i eves  h im  and
uncovers  a  military
cover-up. The narrative
is  a  masterclass  in
legal  and  procedural
tension.

10. The

Hard Way
(2006)
Reacher  is  hired by a
w e a l t h y  B r i t i s h
publisher  to  find  his
kidnapped  wife  and
stepdaughter.  Set
partly  in  London  and
t h e  E n g l i s h
countryside, The Hard
Way  reveals  a  more
s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,
international Reacher.

11. Bad
Luck and
Trouble
(2007)
Reacher  is  contacted
by a former member of
his old MP unit—one of
h i s  “ S p e c i a l
Investigators.”  Several
of  his  old  comrades
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have  been  murdered,
a n d  R e a c h e r
assembles the team for
the  first  time.  This
b o o k  c e l e b r a t e s
camarade r i e  and
shared  history.

12.
Nothing
to Lose
(2008)
A  two-town  mystery:
Hope  and  Despair,
Colorado.  Reacher  is
warned  to  leave  one
town,  so  he  walks  to
the other. He discovers
a corporate conspiracy
involving  a  religious
cult and environmental
destruction.

13. Gone

Tomorro
w (2009)
On  a  New  York  City
subway, Reacher spots
a  potential  suicide
bomber. He intervenes,
setting  off  a  chain  of
even t s  i nvo l v i ng
Afghan war secrets and
a  ruthless  terrorist.
Gone Tomorrow  is  a
taut  thri l ler  with  a
ticking  clock.

14. 61
Hours
(2010)
A  bus  crash  in  South
Dakota  traps  Reacher
in  a  small  town  just
before  a  blizzard.  He
helps  the  local  police
protect  a  key  witness
from a drug cartel. The
t i t le  re fers  to  the
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countdown  until  the
cartel’s  trial  begins.
The  ending  delivers  a
major cliffhanger.

15. Worth
Dying For
(2010)
Immediately  following
t h e  e v e n t s  o f  6 1
H o u r s ,  R e a c h e r
continues  his  journey
a n d  b e c o m e s
e n t a n g l e d  w i t h  a
missing woman case in
Nebraska.  The  plot
involves  a  family  of
violent ranchers and a
decades-old  secret.
Worth  Dying  For
provides closure to the
p r e v i o u s  b o o k ’ s
unresolved threads.

16. The

Affair
(2011)
Another prequel set in
1997 ,  jus t  be fo re
Reacher  leaves  the
Army.  He  is  sent  to
investigate the murder
o f  a  M a r i n e  i n
Mississippi.  The  Affair
details his final military
assignment  and  his
first encounter with the
kind of corruption that
drives him to become a
civilian.

17. A
Wanted
Man
(2012)
Reacher  hitchhikes
f rom  Nebraska  to
Virginia but ends up in
a car with people who
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are  not  what  they
seem.  A  manhunt,  a
secret  government
o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  a
hostage  s i tuat ion
col l ide.  This  novel
features  one  of  the
most suspenseful rides
in the series.

18. Never
Go Back
(2013)
T h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e
second  film.  Reacher
returns to his old Army
b a s e  t o  m e e t  t h e
woman who took over
his old job, but she is
arrested  for  treason.
He  must  prove  her
innocence and confront
his  own  past.  Never
Go Back is a return to
theme  o f  mi l i ta ry
justice.

19.
Personal
(2014)
A  sniper  attempts  to
assassinate the French
President, and Reacher
is  called  to  help.  The
chase  l eads  f r om
London to Paris to the
s o u t h  o f  F r a n c e .
Personal marks a shift
to  more  international
settings  and  a  lighter
tone.

20. Make
Me
(2015)
Reacher  steps  off  a
t r a i n  i n  a  r e m o t e
Oklahoma town  called
Mother’s  Rest.  He  is
drawn  into  a  mystery
involving  a  missing
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person,  a  high-tech
surveillance  company,
and a sinister network.
M a k e  M e  i s  a
sprawling,  paranoid
thriller.

21. Night
School
(2016)
A prequel set in 1996.
Reacher  is  sent  to  a
secret  “night  school”
for  top  intelligence
o p e r a t i v e s .  T h e
m i s s i o n :  s t o p  a
t e r r o r i s t  p l o t  t o
d e s t a b i l i z e  t h e
post–Cold  War  order.
Night School explores
Reacher  as  a  young,
rising officer.

22. No

Middle
Name
(2017) –
short
story
collection
A collection of  all  Lee
Child’s  Jack  Reacher
short stories, including
t h e  p r e v i o u s l y
p u b l i s h e d  “ T h e
C h r i s t m a s
Scorpion”,  as well as
new  tales.  The  book
also includes a novella-
length  piece  tit led
“The Picture  of  the
Lonely Diner”. This is
e s s e n t i a l  f o r
completists.
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23. The
Midnight
Line

(2017)
Reacher  finds  a
woman’s  West  Point
ring in a pawn shop in
Wisconsin.  He  decides
to  r e tu rn  i t  t o  i t s
owner, leading him into
the  world  of  opioid
a d d i c t i o n  a n d  a
veteran-run  criminal
o p e r a t i o n .  T h e
Midnight  Line  is  a
c o m p a s s i o n a t e ,
socially aware thriller.

24. Past
Tense

(2018)
Two  parallel  stories:
Reacher  investigates
his  father’s  past  in  a
small  New  Hampshire
town,  while  a  young
Canadian  couple  is
trapped  in  a  roadside
motel.  Past  Tense
weaves  family  history
with  a  locked-room
mystery.

25. Blue
Moon
(2019)
Reacher  intervenes
when an old couple is
being threatened by a
loan shark in a city. He
q u i c k l y  b e c o m e s
embroiled in a turf war
between  two  r iva l
cr ime  gangs.  Blue
Moon  i s  a  c lass i c
Reacher story: helping
the helpless and taking
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on impossible odds.

26. The
Sentinel
(2020) –
co-
authored
with
Andrew
Child
The  first  collaboration
between Lee Child and
his  younger  brother
Andrew Child (who now
continues  the  series).
Reacher  is  in  a  small
Tennessee  town  and
he lps  a  computer
technician  who  has
been  attacked.  The
plot  involves  election
security  and  digital

warfare.  The  series
gracefully transitions to
a new creative voice.

27. Better
Off Dead
(2021) –
co-
authored
with
Andrew
Child
R e a c h e r  i s  i n  t h e
Arizona desert when he
encounters  a  woman
search ing  fo r  her
missing twin sister. The
trail leads to a ruthless
mining operation and a
corrupt  businessman.
The  pacing  remains
tight,  with  Andrew
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Child’s  influence
e v i d e n t  i n  m o r e
d i a l o g u e - d r i v e n
scenes.

28. No
Plan B
(2022) –
co-
authored
with
Andrew
Child
A witness to a murder
in  a  small  Colorado
town  drags  Reacher
in to  a  consp i racy
involv ing  a  secret
government  program.
No Plan B delivers the
expected  twists  and
showcases  Reacher’s

a d a p t a b i l i t y  i n  a
modern  context.

29. The
Secret
(2023) –
co-
authored
with
Andrew
Child
S e t  i n  1 9 9 2 ,  t h i s
prequel  finds  Reacher
as  a  young  MP  officer
investigating the death
of  a  scientist  involved
in  a  covert  project
named  “The  Secret.”
The  book  explores
early Cold War legacies
and  Reacher’s  pre-
nomadic  life.
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30. In Too
Deep
(2024) –
co-
authored
with
Andrew
Child
The most recent entry
as  of  th is  wr i t ing.
Reacher wakes up in a
pod  i n  a  sh ipp ing
conta iner  w i th  no
memory of how he got
there.  He  must  piece
t o g e t h e r  a  p l o t

i n v o l v i n g  a n
international crime ring
and a missing fortune.
T h e  n o v e l  u s e s  a
fragmented  narrative
to  heighten  tension.

SHORT STORIES
AND COMPANION
WORKS

Throughout the series,
Lee  Child  has  written
several  short  stories,
many  of  which  are
collected in No Middle
N a m e .  N o t a b l e
standalone  pieces
include “Second Son”
(a  prequel  featuring
teenage  Reacher),
“Guy  Walks  Into  a
B a r ” ,  a n d  “ T h e
Snake Eater  by  the
Numbers”.  While  not
essential  for  the main
series  understanding,
these


