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UNDERSTANDING THE MARINE CORPS MOS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

When considering a career in the United States Marine Corps, one of the most critical concepts to
understand is the Military Occupational Specialty, commonly referred to as an MOS. The List Of
Marine Corps Mos is extensive, covering hundreds of distinct roles that range from direct combat
to  advanced  technical  support.  Each  MOS  represents  a  specific  job  within  the  Corps,  and
understanding this list is essential for anyone considering enlistment, seeking to understand Marine
Corps structure, or researching military career paths.
The Marine Corps  organizes  its  personnel  into  occupational  fields,  and within  each field,  there are
specific MOS codes. These codes are alphanumeric, typically consisting of a four-digit number that
identifies the job. For example, an Infantry Rifleman is an 0311, while a Logistics Officer is an 0402.
The List Of Marine Corps Mos is not static; it evolves over time to meet the changing needs of the
Corps,  including emerging technologies and shifts  in  strategic  priorities.  This  guide provides a
comprehensive overview of the major MOS categories, offering insight into what each job entails and
how it contributes to the overall mission of the Marine Corps.

What is a Marine Corps MOS?
The term MOS stands for Military Occupational Specialty. It  is the system used to classify and
identify the specific job a Marine is trained to perform. Every Marine, whether enlisted or officer, is
assigned an MOS after completing initial training and specialized schooling. The List Of Marine
Corps Mos serves as a roadmap for career progression, as Marines can often move between related
MOSs within their occupational field as they gain experience and rank.
For enlisted Marines, MOSs typically range from entry-level positions to highly specialized technical
roles.  Officers  also  have  MOSs,  which  reflect  their  primary  duties,  such  as  leading  infantry  units,
flying aircraft,  or managing logistics.  The list  is divided into major fields such as infantry, aviation,
logistics, intelligence, communications, and administration. Each field contains dozens of individual
MOSs, each with its own training pipeline and career path.

The Major Occupational Fields in the
Marine Corps
The Marine Corps organizes its MOSs into broad occupational fields. These fields group related jobs
together,  making  it  easier  for  Marines  to  transition  between  roles  within  the  same  field  as  they
advance.  Understanding  these  fields  is  the  first  step  to  navigating  the  full  List  Of  Marine Corps
Mos. Below are some of the most prominent fields.

Infantry and Combat Arms (03xx): This is the heart of the Marine Corps. Infantry Marines
are trained to close with and destroy the enemy. This field includes riflemen, machine
gunners, mortarmen, and assaultmen.
Logistics (04xx): Logistics Marines ensure that units have the supplies, equipment, and
transportation they need to operate effectively. This field includes supply chain management,
motor transport, and maintenance.
Aviation (60xx-75xx): The aviation field covers all aspects of Marine Corps air power,
including pilots, aircrew, and maintenance personnel. This includes fixed-wing aircraft,
helicopters, and unmanned aerial systems.
Intelligence (02xx): Intelligence Marines collect, analyze, and disseminate information about
enemy forces and the operational environment. This field includes human intelligence, signals
intelligence, and counterintelligence.
Communications (06xx): Communications Marines install, operate, and maintain the
networks that allow the Corps to share information. This includes radio operators, network
administrators, and satellite communications specialists.
Administration and Personnel (01xx): These Marines handle personnel records, pay, and
administrative support for units. They ensure that Marines are paid correctly and that records
are maintained.
Medical and Legal (60xx and 44xx): Medical MOSs include corpsmen and medical
technicians, while legal MOSs include paralegals and legal clerks.
Engineer and Construction (13xx): Engineer Marines build and maintain infrastructure,
clear obstacles, and provide combat engineering support. This includes combat engineers,
electricians, and plumbing specialists.

A Detailed Look at the List of Marine Corps
MOS by Category
To fully appreciate the diversity of the List Of Marine Corps Mos, it is helpful to examine some of
the specific roles within each occupational field. While this list is not exhaustive, it covers many of
the most common and critical MOSs.

INFANTRY AND COMBAT ARMS (03XX)
The  infantry  field  is  the  largest  and  most  iconic  in  the  Marine  Corps.  These  are  the  Marines  who
engage the enemy directly. Key MOSs in this field include:

0311 Rifleman: The basic infantryman, trained in all aspects of ground combat.
0331 Machine Gunner: Operates crew-served machine guns to provide suppressive fire.
0341 Mortarman: Operates mortars to provide indirect fire support.
0351 Assaultman: Uses rockets and demolition charges to destroy enemy positions and
vehicles.
0369 Infantry Unit Leader: A senior enlisted leader responsible for leading infantry squads
and platoons.

Infantry MOSs are demanding both physically and mentally. Marines in this field are expected to be
proficient in small arms, tactics, and physical fitness. They are the tip of the spear in any conflict.

LOGISTICS AND SUPPLY (04XX)
Logistics is the backbone of any military operation. Without effective logistics, frontline units cannot
fight. Key MOSs in this field include:

0411 Maintenance Management Specialist: Coordinates the repair and maintenance of
equipment.
0431 Logistics/Embarkation Specialist: Plans and executes the movement of personnel
and equipment.
0451 Airborne/Parachute Rigger: Packs parachutes and prepares equipment for airdrop.
0471 Landing Support Specialist: Manages the loading and unloading of ships and aircraft.
0481 Landing Support Specialist: Assists with beach and port operations.

Logistics Marines often work behind the lines, but their work is essential to the success of every
mission. They ensure that Marines have ammunition, food, fuel, and spare parts.

AVIATION (60XX-75XX)
Marine  Corps  aviation  covers  a  wide  range  of  aircraft  and  support  roles.  This  field  includes  both
aircrew and ground support personnel. Key MOSs include:

6002 Aircraft Maintenance Officer: Leads maintenance units that keep aircraft flying.
6111 CH-53 Helicopter Crew Chief: Responsible for the safety and operation of heavy-lift
helicopters.
6211 F/A-18 Hornet Mechanic: Performs maintenance on fighter jets.
6311 AV-8B Harrier Mechanic: Maintains vertical/short takeoff and landing aircraft.
6411 MV-22 Osprey Mechanic: Maintains tiltrotor aircraft.
6511 Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Operator: Operates drones for reconnaissance and
surveillance.
6611 Air Traffic Controller: Controls aircraft movements on the ground and in the air.
6811 Aviation Ordnance Technician: Handles and loads aircraft weapons and munitions.

Aviation  MOSs  require  significant  technical  training.  Many  of  these  roles  involve  advanced
electromechanical  systems  and  rigorous  safety  protocols.

INTELLIGENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS (02XX AND 06XX)
Intelligence  and  communications  are  critical  to  modern  warfare.  These  fields  ensure  that
commanders have the information they need and the ability to disseminate orders.  Key MOSs
include:

0211 Counterintelligence/Human Intelligence Specialist: Gathers intelligence through
human sources and conducts counterintelligence operations.
0231 Intelligence Specialist: Analyzes and produces intelligence reports.
0241 Imagery Analyst: Interprets aerial and satellite imagery.
0261 Geospatial Intelligence Specialist: Creates maps and terrain analysis products.
0612 Wireman: Installs and maintains telephone and data networks.
0621 Field Radio Operator: Operates tactical radio communications.
0631 Network Administrator: Manages computer networks and servers.
0651 Cyber Network Operator: Protects Marine Corps networks from cyber threats.

These  fields  often  require  a  security  clearance  and  a  high  level  of  technical  aptitude.  Marines  in
intelligence and communications are integral to the decision-making process at all levels.

ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL (01XX)
The  administrative  field  keeps  the  Marine  Corps  running  smoothly.  These  Marines  handle  the
paperwork  and  personnel  management  that  keeps  units  organized.  Key  MOSs  include:

0111 Administrative Specialist: Manages correspondence, records, and reports.
0121 Personnel Clerk: Processes personnel actions and maintains service records.
0151 Postal Clerk: Manages mail operations for units.
0161 Postal Officer: Oversees postal operations in a unit.

Administrative Marines are found in every unit, from infantry battalions to headquarters companies.
They ensure that the Marine Corps functions as a professional organization.

MEDICAL AND LEGAL (60XX AND 44XX)
Medical  and legal  MOSs provide essential  services  to  Marines.  While  doctors  and lawyers  are
officers, enlisted Marines serve as technicians in these fields. Key MOSs include:

4001 Legal Services Officer: Provides legal advice to commanders.
4421 Legal Clerk: Assists with legal documents and court proceedings.
6021 Surgical Technician: Assists in surgeries and medical procedures.
6031 Independent Duty Corpsman: Provides medical care in remote locations.
6044 Dental Assistant: Assists dentists with patient care.

These MOSs are critical to maintaining the health and readiness of the force. Medical personnel are
often embedded with combat units, providing care in austere environments.

How to Choose an MOS from the List of
Marine Corps MOS
For those considering enlistment, the List Of Marine Corps Mos can be overwhelming. However,
there are a few strategies to help narrow down the options. First, consider your interests and skills.
Do you enjoy working with your hands? Look into aviation maintenance or engineering. Are you
interested in technology? Consider communications or intelligence. Do you want to be on the front
lines? The infantry field may be for you.
Second, consider the physical demands. Some MOSs, like infantry and combat support, require
exceptional  physical  fitness.  Others,  like  administration  or  intelligence,  are  more  sedentary.  Be
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honest  with  yourself  about  what  you  can  handle.
Third,  think  about  your  long-term  goals.  Some  MOSs  have  excellent  civilian  equivalents.  For
example, aviation mechanics, network administrators, and intelligence analysts are in high demand

in the civilian workforce. Other MOSs, like infantry, prepare you for leadership and discipline but may
require additional education to transition into a civilian career.
Finally


