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YOUR ULTIMATE DIRECTV SPORTS CHANNELS GUIDE: FROM KICKOFF TO FINAL
BUZZER

For sports fans, few things are more important than having access to the games that matter most.
Whether you live for the roar of the crowd on Sunday afternoons, the crack of the bat in the heat of
summer,  or  the squeak of  sneakers on the hardwood during playoff season,  your  television lineup
can make or break your viewing experience. DIRECTV has long been a heavyweight in the world of
sports broadcasting, offering one of the most extensive arrays of live sports programming available.
Navigating this vast selection, however, can feel overwhelming. This comprehensive DIRECTV sports
channels guide is designed to help you cut through the noise, understand exactly what you are
getting, and build the perfect setup for your fanatical needs.
Watching live sports is an experience unlike any other. The tension of a last-second shot, the
strategy unfolding in real time, and the communal energy of a shared moment are irreplaceable.
DIRECTV understands this passion and has structured its packages to cater to everyone from the
casual viewer who catches the occasional baseball game to the die-hard fan who needs every out-of-
market matchup. This guide will walk you through every level of coverage, ensuring you never miss
a highlight, a touchdown, or a game-winning goal again.

UNDERSTANDING THE CORE DIRECTV PACKAGES

Before  diving  into  specific  channels,  it  is  essential  to  understand  the  foundation.  DIRECTV  offers
several  tiered packages,  and the sports  channels  you receive will  vary significantly  based on your
choice. The good news is that even the most basic package offers a solid starting point. Let us break
down what each tier offers for the sports enthusiast.

ENTERTAINMENT Package: A Solid Starting
Lineup
The ENTERTAINMENT package is  DIRECTV´s  entry-level  offering,  but  it  is  far  from bare  bones.  For
the casual sports fan, this package provides access to major broadcast networks like ABC, CBS, NBC,
and Fox. This means you will get a healthy dose of Sunday afternoon NFL games on CBS and Fox, as
well as primetime matchups and major events like the Super Bowl, the World Series, and the NBA
Finals when they air on these networks. You will also find ESPN, which is the gold standard for cable
sports  coverage,  offering  Monday  Night  Football,  college  basketball,  and  a  wide  array  of  studio
shows. This package is perfect for fans who want the biggest events without committing to a
premium sports bill.

CHOICE Package: The Sweet Spot for Fans
This is where the DIRECTV sports channels guide really begins to heat up. The CHOICE package is
widely considered the best value for the average sports fan. It builds upon the ENTERTAINMENT tier
by adding a wealth of popular cable sports networks. You will gain access to ESPN2, which often
carries alternative broadcasts and college sports, as well as the NFL Network, a must-have for year-
round football coverage, including live games on Thursday nights during the season. Regional Sports
Networks (RSNs) are also included here. This is a critical addition because it allows you to watch
your local MLB, NBA, and NHL teams play hundreds of games per season. For many fans, this single
addition justifies the upgrade.

ULTIMATE Package: For the Dedicated
Viewer
If  you  find yourself  flipping  through channels  looking  for  niche  sports  or  deeper  college  coverage,
the ULTIMATE package is your next step. It takes everything from CHOICE and adds channels that
cater to specific passions. You will find channels like ESPNU, dedicated entirely to college athletics,
and the ACC Network, which is essential for fans of Atlantic Coast Conference schools. Golf fans will
appreciate  the  addition  of  the  Golf  Channel,  while  soccer  enthusiasts  will  find  more  international
matches. This package is designed for fans who watch sports beyond just the major four leagues
and want depth in their coverage.

PREMIER Package: The Ultimate Sports
Heaven
For those who want it all  and want it now, the PREMIER package leaves no box unchecked. It
includes every channel from the lower tiers and adds premium movie channels like HBO, Showtime,
and Starz. But for sports, the real value is in the sheer volume. You will have access to nearly every
sports  channel  DIRECTV  offers  in  its  base  lineup,  including  niche  offerings  and  all  available  RSNs.
This  is  a  premium  price  point,  but  for  the  fanatic  who  watches  everything  from  boxing  to
international rugby to minor league sports, it offers unparalleled access. It is the closest thing to a
sports bar in your living room.

DECODING THE PREMIUM SPORTS ADD-ONS

Beyond the core packages, DIRECTV shines with its premium sports add-ons. These are specialized
bundles  that  you  can  add  to  any  package  to  get  specific  types  of  coverage.  This  is  where  the
DIRECTV  sports  channels  guide  becomes  truly  powerful,  as  it  allows  you  to  customize  your
experience without paying for channels you will never watch.

NFL Sunday Ticket: The Gold Standard
No discussion of DIRECTV sports is complete without mentioning NFL Sunday Ticket. For decades,
this has been the flagship product for out-of-market football fans. If you live in New York but grew up

a Green Bay Packers fan, Sunday Ticket is your lifeline. It allows you to watch every single out-of-
market NFL game that airs on CBS and Fox on Sunday afternoons. You do not have to be at the
mercy of your local affiliate's broadcast. With the Max add-on, you can watch up to four games at
once on a single screen, or use the "Red Zone Channel" to catch every touchdown from around the
league. It is a game-changer for fantasy football players and absolute fanatics.

MLB Extra Innings
Baseball  fans know the grind of a 162-game season. If  your favorite team is in a different market,
catching  every  game  can  be  difficult.  MLB  Extra  Innings  solves  this  by  delivering  out-of-market
regular  season  games  in  stunning  high  definition.  You  can  follow  your  team  from  spring  training
through the final pennant race, watching games from both the American and National Leagues. The
package also includes a "Home Team" feature that lets you listen to the local broadcast audio,
making you feel like you are right there in the stadium.

NBA League Pass
Basketball is a non-stop sport, and for fans of a team outside their local area, NBA League Pass is
essential. This add-on provides access to every out-of-market regular season game. You can watch
the game of your choice or toggle between multiple matchups. The League Pass also includes
access to classic games and condensed replays, allowing you to catch up on the action even if you
missed the live broadcast. It is a must for fantasy basketball owners and basketball purists.

NHL Center Ice
Hockey is a sport best enjoyed live, and NHL Center Ice brings the ice to your living room. This
package  offers  hundreds  of  out-of-market  regular  season  games.  You  get  a  schedule  of  up  to  40
games  per  week  during  the  regular  season,  covering  all  the  action  from  the  face-off  to  the  final
buzzer.  For fans of  Canadian teams living in the United States,  or vice versa,  this package is
invaluable. It ensures that no matter where you live, you can follow your favorite pucksters.

UFC and Boxing Add-Ons
Fight  fans  are  not  left  out.  DIRECTV  offers  pay-per-view  options  for  major  UFC  events  and  boxing
matches. You can pre-order these events directly from your remote, ensuring you get a front-row
seat to the biggest fights without the hassle of going to a bar. For recurring events, this is a simple
and reliable way to never miss a main event.

REGIONAL SPORTS NETWORKS (RSNS): YOUR LOCAL LIFELINE

One of the most important aspects of any DIRECTV sports channels guide is understanding Regional
Sports Networks. These are channels like Bally Sports, NBC Sports Regional, and others that hold the
broadcast rights for your local MLB, NBA, and NHL teams. For example, if you live in the Los Angeles
area, you might get Bally Sports West, which carries the Angels and the Kings. If you live in New
York, you might get YES Network for the Yankees. DIRECTV includes these in its mid-tier and higher
packages. However, it is crucial to check availability in your specific ZIP code, as rights deals vary by
region. These channels are the bread and butter of local sports coverage, carrying pre-game shows,
post-game analysis, and, most importantly, the live games themselves.

INTERNATIONAL AND NICHE SPORTS CHANNELS

The world of sports extends far beyond the big four leagues. DIRECTV acknowledges this with a
selection of channels dedicated to international and niche sports. Fans of soccer, for example, can
find coverage on beIN SPORTS, which carries La Liga, Ligue 1, and other international leagues. Fox
Soccer Plus is another excellent add-on for hardcore soccer fans. For motorsports fans, MAVTV and
the  MotorTrend  channel  offer  coverage  of  everything  from  Formula  1  to  off-road  racing.  Rugby,
cricket, and even professional darts have their own dedicated following and coverage windows on
various channels. The ULTIMATE and PREMIER packages are the best way to access these niche
channels, turning your TV into a global sports hub.

HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT DIRECTV SPORTS PACKAGE FOR YOU

With so many options, how do you decide? Start by asking yourself a few key questions. First, what
sports do you watch most? If you are primarily a football fan who watches your local team on
Sunday, the CHOICE package with NFL Sunday Ticket might be perfect. If you are a baseball fan
living across the country from your team, you will need the CHOICE package (for the RSN) plus MLB
Extra Innings. Second, how many hours of sports do you watch per week? A casual viewer can thrive
on ENTERTAINMENT, while a daily viewer will find more value in ULTIMATE or PREMIER. Third, do you
watch  non-sports  content?  If  you  also  want  premium movies,  the  PREMIER  package  bundles
everything together. Finally, always check your local RSN availability before signing up. DIRECTV
provides a channel lineup tool on their website that shows you exactly what you will get based on
your address.

STREAMING AND MULTI-DEVICE ACCESS

In today´s world, sports are not just watched on the living room TV. DIRECTV has adapted by
offering streaming capabilities through its app and via DIRECTV STREAM, the internet-based version
of the service. This means you can take your DIRECTV sports channels guide with you. You can
watch your local RSN on your tablet while at the gym, or stream the NFL Red Zone on your phone
while at a party. The multi-device access is a huge advantage for fans who are always on the go.
You can also use the "Restart" feature on many sports channels to rewind and watch from the
beginning if you join a game late. These features make the experience flexible and user-friendly.

TIPS FOR GETTING THE MOST VALUE FROM YOUR SPORTS CHANNELS

To truly maximize your investment,  consider  these practical  tips.  First,  take advantage of  the
"Record" feature. With the Genie HD DVR, you can record up to five shows at once. This is perfect
for recording games that overlap. You can watch one live and record the others, then start the
recorded game from the beginning while it is still recording. Second, use the "Search" function on
your  remote  to  find  specific  teams  or  leagues.  This  will  show  you  exactly  when  and  where  your
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favorite  team  is  playing  next.  Third,  set  up  a  "Season  Pass"  for  your  favorite  teams.  This
automatically records every game for the entire season, so you never have to think about it again.
Fourth, check your account online for promotional offers. DIRECTV often provides discounted rates
for the first year or free preview weekends for premium sports add-ons. By being strategic, you can
build a sports watching experience that rivals any dedicated sports bar.

CONCLUSION

Building the perfect sports television lineup does not have to be a complex puzzle. With a solid
understanding of the core packages, the power of premium add-ons, and the importance of regional
networks,  you  can  tailor  your  DIRECTV  subscription  to  fit  your  exact  needs.  Whether  you  are  a
gridiron gladiator fanatic, a hardwood hoops head, a diamond devotee, or a soccer superfan, there is
a configuration that brings the stadium atmosphere into your home. The key is to evaluate what you
watch  most,  consider  your  budget,  and  take  advantage  of  the  flexibility  that  DIRECTV  offers.  By
using this DIRECTV sports channels guide as your roadmap, you can ensure you are always ready for
kickoff, tip-off, first pitch, and face-off


