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There is a special kind
of magic that happens
when a child hears a
story. That magic
multiplies when they
can see, touch, and
even become a part of
the narrative. Few
stories capture the

imagination quite like

Robert Munsch’s
classic, The Paper Bag
Princess. It subverts

the traditional fairy
tale, offering a brave,
intelligent princess
who saves herself—and
a rather unappreciative
prince. But how do you
take this beloved tale
off the page and into
the hands of a child?
The answer lies in a
simple, creative, and
highly engaging craft:
using a Dragon
Puppet Template
Paper Bag Princess
Story activity. This
combination allows
children to build their


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

own props, retell the
story in their own
words, and explore
deep themes of
bravery, cleverness,
and self-worth.

WHY THE PAPER
BAG PRINCESS
ENDURES

Before we dive into the
puppet-making, it is
worth understanding
why this story is the
perfect foundation for
a craft project.
Published in 1980, The
Paper Bag Princess
tells the tale of
Princess Elizabeth, who
is engaged to the
handsome Prince
Ronald. When a dragon
smashes her castle,
burns all her clothes,
and carries off her
prince, Elizabeth is left
with nothing but a
paper bag to wear.
Instead of waiting for a
knight to save the day,
she sets off to rescue

Ronald herself.

Using her wits rather
than brute strength,
Elizabeth outsmarts
the dragon, gets past
him, and finds her
prince. However,
Ronald is ungrateful
and tells her to come
back when she is
dressed like a proper
princess. In a powerful
final moment,
Elizabeth tells Ronald
that he is a bum, and
she dances off into the
sunset, alone but free.

This story is a
masterclass in
character

development, critical
thinking, and

emotional intelligence.
It provides rich
material for discussion,
which makes the
Dragon Puppet
Template Paper Bag
Princess Story
activity not just a craft,
but a complete
learning experience.
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THE ANATOMY OF with the bag's
A GREAT DRAGON fold, and fierce
PUPPET TEMPLATE but slightly silly

A dragon puppet is the
centerpiece of this
activity. When you
search for a Dragon
Puppet Template
Paper Bag Princess
Story resource, you
are looking for a
printable or digital
guide that helps
transform a simple
brown paper lunch bag
into a formidable (but
ultimately foolable)
dragon. A high-quality
template should
include several key
elements:

e The Head and
Snout: The
dragon's face
needs to be
expressive. Look
for templates
that include large
nostrils, a wide
mouth that
opens and closes

eyes.
The Spikes and
Scales: What is
a dragon without
its spikes? A
good template
will have
triangular spikes
to glue along the
back of the bag.
Some templates
also include
scale patterns for
the body.

The Wings:
Wings are
essential for a
flying, castle-
destroying
dragon. The
template should
provide wing
shapes that can
be cut out and
attached to the
sides of the bag.
Fire or Smoke:
To represent the
dragon's primary



weapon, the
template might
include a flame
or puff of smoke
that can be
attached to the
mouth. This is a
great detail for
storytelling.

When selecting or
designing your
template, consider the
age of the child. For
younger children (ages
3-5), look for templates
with large, simple
shapes. For older
children (ages 6-10),
you can choose more
detailed templates that
allow for intricate
cutting and decorating.
The beauty of the
Dragon Puppet
Template Paper Bag
Princess Story craft is

How to
Assemble
Your
Paper
Bag
Dragon

Once you have your
template printed and
your supplies gathered
(brown paper lunch
bags, scissors, glue,
crayons or markers),
the assembly is
straightforward. Follow
these steps for a
sturdy, functional

puppet:
1. Prepare the

that it is easily

adaptable. Bag: Lay the
paper bag flat
with the bottom
flap facing up.
This flap will be
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the dragon's
upper jaw and
head. The rest of
the bag is the
body.

. Color the
Parts: Before
cutting, have the
child color the
dragon parts.
Should the
dragon be
green? Purple? A
rainbow dragon?
This is their
choice.

. Cut Out the
Pieces: Carefully
cut out the head,
spikes, wings,
and any other
decorations. For
younger children,
an adult should
handle the
cutting.

. Attach the
Head: Glue the
dragon's face
onto the bottom
flap of the bag.
Ensure the

mouth lines up
with the fold of
the bag. When
the child puts
their hand inside
the bag and
pinches the
bottom flap, the
dragon's mouth
should open and
close.

5. Add the Spikes
and Wings:
Glue the spikes
along the top
and back of the
bag. Attach the
wings to the
sides. The
puppet is now
ready for action.

This simple
construction creates a
durable toy that can
survive many retellings
of the Dragon Puppet
Template Paper Bag
Princess Story.

CREATING A PAPER



MATCH

A dragon needs a hero.
No Dragon Puppet
Template Paper Bag
Princess Story
activity is complete
without a Princess
Elizabeth puppet.
Fortunately, she is
even easier to make.
You will need another
paper bag, a smaller
version of the dragon
template (or a simple
figure template), and
some crafting scraps.

For Princess Elizabeth,
simplicity is key. She
only wears a paper
bag, after all. You can
create a puppet by:

e Drawing a simple
princess face on
the bottom flap
of a paper bag.

¢ Gluing on yarn or
string for hair

any cBAGVPRHNCESS TO

e Dressing the bag
in a "paper bag
dress." This can
be a simple
brown skirt
drawn on the
bag, or you can
glue a piece of a
real paper bag
over the body.

e Adding a small
crown (which she
discards later in
the story, so
making it
removable is a
fun touch).

Having both puppets
allows for a full
dramatic reenactment.
The child can hold the
princess in one hand
and the dragon in the
other, or they can
enlist a friend, sibling,
or parent to help. This
dual-puppet setup is
the heart of the

(brown or red is Dragon Puppet
traditional, but Template Paper Bag
Princess Story
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experience.

EDUCATIONAL AND
DEVELOPMENTAL
BENEFITS

This craft is far more
than just a fun
afternoon activity. It is
a powerful educational
tool that supports
multiple areas of child
development. When
children engage with a
Dragon Puppet
Template Paper Bag

Princess Story
activity, they are
practicing:

Literacy
and
Narrative
Skills

Retelling a story is a
key literacy skill. It
requires a child to
understand the

sequence of events,
the characters'
motivations, and the
plot's resolution. Using
puppets allows them to
practice this narrative
flow in a low-pressure,
playful way. They can
change the story, add
new dialogue, or
explore "what if"
scenarios. For
example, what if the
dragon had
apologized? What if
Prince Ronald was
nice?

Fine
Motor
Develop
ment

Cutting, coloring,
gluing, and assembling
the puppet parts are
excellent exercises for
fine motor skills. These



small muscle
movements in the
hands and fingers are
crucial for later skills
like writing. The
precision required to
cut out a dragon's wing
or glue a small spike
helps build dexterity
and hand-eye
coordination.

Social-
Emotional
Learning

The themes in The
Paper Bag Princess are
rich with opportunities
for social-emotional
learning. By acting out
the story, children can
explore feelings of
bravery, frustration,
disappointment, and
independence. They
get to see Princess
Elizabeth stand up for
herself, a powerful

lesson in self-respect.
The story also opens
up conversations about
appearances, kindness,
and what makes a true
hero. The Dragon
Puppet Template
Paper Bag Princess
Story provides a safe
vehicle for discussing
these complex topics.

Creative
Expressio
n and
Problem-
Solving

Once the basic puppets
are made, the
possibilities are
endless. Children can
design their own
dragon colors, create
new scenes, or invent
entirely new
adventures for Princess
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Elizabeth. This open-
ended play fosters
creativity and problem-
solving. How will the
princess trick the
dragon this time? What
happens after the story
ends? The puppet
becomes a tool for
infinite storytelling.

TIPS FOR A
SUCCESSFUL
STORYTELLING
SESSION

To get the most out of
your Dragon Puppet
Template Paper Bag
Princess Story
activity, consider these
tips:

e Read the book
first: Before the
craft, read The
Paper Bag
Princess aloud.
Use different
voices for the
dragon, the
princess, and the
prince. Get the

children excited
about the
characters.
Build the
puppets
together: Make
the crafting a
collaborative
event. Talk about
the dragon's
features. Ask
questions like,
"Why do you
think the dragon
is so lazy at the
end of the
story?"

Create a simple
stage: A sofa, a
table turned on
its side, or even
a large
cardboard box
can become a
puppet theater.
This adds a
sense of
occasion and
helps focus the
performance.
Encourage
improvisation:



EXTENSIONSTY
about getting the
story exactly
right. If a child
wants the dragon
to learn how to
be kind, that is a
valid and
wonderful new
story. The goal is
engagement and
expression, not
perfect
recitation.
Extend the
play: Leave the
puppets
accessible for
free play.
Children will
often revisit the
story on their
own terms,
deepening their
understanding
and enjoyment.

BEYOND THE
BASIC CRAFT:
VARIATIONS AND

10

The foundational
Dragon Puppet
Template Paper Bag
Princess Story
activity can be
expanded in many
directions. For older
children or for a more

in-depth project,
consider these
additions:

e Write a New
Ending: Ask
children to write
or dictate a new
ending to the
story. What does
Princess
Elizabeth do
after she leaves
Prince Ronald?
Does she meet a
new friend? Does
she start her own
kingdom? This
can be
performed with
the puppets.

e Build the
Castle: Create a
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simple backdrop
or a small castle
out of a
cardboard box.
The dragon can
knock it down
(gently) during

the performance.

Compare and
Contrast: Use
the puppets to
compare The
Paper Bag
Princess with a
more traditional
fairy tale like
Sleeping Beauty
or Cinderella.
How are the
princesses
different? How
are the problems
resolved?

Puppet Parade:

Host a "puppet
parade" where
all the children
show off their
dragons and
princesses. They
can walk around
the room,

11

performing their
favorite part of
the story.

CONCLUSION: THE
LASTING POWER
OF A PAPER BAG
AND A STORY

In an age of screens
and digital
entertainment, the
simple craft of a paper
bag puppet holds
remarkable power. A
Dragon Puppet
Template Paper Bag
Princess Story
activity combines the
joy of making with the
magic of storytelling. It
gives children a
tangible connection to
a story that challenges
stereotypes and
celebrates intelligence
and courage. As they
move their dragon's
jaws and make
Princess Elizabeth
march bravely onward,
children are not just
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playing. They are
building skills,
exploring emotions,
and discovering the joy
of being the author of
their own world. The
best part is, all it takes
is a paper bag, a
printer, a little glue,

and a whole lot of
imagination. So, print
your template, gather
your supplies, and let
the adventure begin.
The dragon is waiting,
and the princess is
ready to outsmart him
once again.

12 Dragon Puppet Template Paper Bag 2025-11-09
Princess Story



