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REDISCOVERING
THE COST OF TRUE
DISCIPLESHIP:
INSIGHTS FROM
"RADICAL" BY
DAVID PLATT

I n  a  w o r l d  w h e r e
comfort,  convenience,
and consumerism often
define  the  Christian
experience,  few books
have  landed  with  the

seismic  impact  of  By
David  Platt  Radical
Taking  Back  Your
F a i t h  F r o m  T h e
American Dream By
Multnom.  Since  its
r e l e a s e ,  t h i s
provocative  work  has
challenged  millions  of
b e l i e v e r s  t o  r e -
examine  the  very
foundations  of  their
faith.  David  Platt,  a
pastor,  author,  and
global  miss ionary
leader,  does  not  pull
punches.  He  asks  the
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u n c o m f o r t a b l e
questions that many of
us would rather ignore:
Has  the  Amer ican
Church  become  so
entangled with cultural
expectations  that  we
have lost  sight  of  the
radical,  sacrificial  call
of  Jesus?
This article delves into
the  core  message  of
"Radical," exploring its
c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e
American  Dream,  its
c a l l  t o  a u t h e n t i c
discipleship,  and  the
practical  implications
for  believers  today.
Whether you have read
the book or are simply
cu r i ous  abou t  i t s
widespread  influence,
this  comprehensive
overview  will  provide
valuable insights into a
movement  that  has
inspired  countless
individuals  to  take
back  their  faith  from
the  grip  of  material
comfort  and  cultural

Christianity.

THE HEART OF THE
MATTER:
CONFRONTING THE
AMERICAN DREAM

The  central  thesis  of
B y  D a v i d  P l a t t
Radical Taking Back
Your Faith From The
American Dream By
Multnom  is  that  the
American  Dream  has,
for  many,  become  a
subtle  but  powerful
idol.  The  American
D r e a m ,  w i t h  i t s
promise  of  prosperity,
security,  and  upward
m o b i l i t y ,  i s  n o t
i n h e r e n t l y  e v i l .
However,  Platt  argues
that  when  this  dream
becomes  the  driving
force  of  a  Christian's
l i f e ,  i t  d i r e c t l y
contradicts the radical,
self-denying call of the
Gospel.
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What is
the
American

Dream?
The  American  Dream
typically includes goals
s u c h  a s  o w n i n g  a
home, securing a high-
paying  job,  building  a
retirement  fund,  and
ensuring a comfortable
f u t u r e  f o r  y o u r
children. These are not
b a d  t h i n g s  i n
themselves.  Yet,  Platt
highlights a dangerous
disconnect :  Jesus
called  his  followers  to
sell  their  possessions,
give  to  the  poor,  and
take  up  their  cross
daily.  The  American
Dream,  in  contrast,
encourages  us  to
accumulate more, save
for ourselves, and build

our own kingdoms here
on earth.

The
Danger of
Cultural
Christiani
ty
Platt identifies a unique
d a n g e r :  c u l t u r a l
Christianity.  This  is  a
form of  faith that  has
been comfortably fitted
into  the  patterns  of
society. It is a faith that
attends  church  on
Sunday  but  lives  for
personal  ambition  the
res t  o f  t he  week .
Through  his  incisive
writing,  Platt  shows
how  many  believers
have  unknowingly
baptized the American
Dream,  believing  that
God's  ultimate  goal  is
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t o  g i v e  t h e m  a
comfortable,  happy,
and prosperous life. He
argues  that  this  is  a
distortion of the biblical
narrative,  which  calls
for  sacrifice,  suffering,
and a global vision for
the lost.

KEY THEMES FROM
"RADICAL"

The book is structured
a r o u n d  s e v e r a l
powerful  themes  that
challenge conventional
Christian  living.  Each
theme  is  designed  to
peel back the layers of
cultural  assumption
and  reveal  the  raw,
unvarnished  call  of
Christ.

1. The
Ultra-

Radical
Call of
Jesus
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
striking aspects  of  By
David  Platt  Radical
Taking  Back  Your
F a i t h  F r o m  T h e
American Dream By
M u l t n o m  i s  i t s
unflinching  look  at  the
words  of  Jesus.  Platt
examines  passages
where  Christ  calls  his
followers  to  abandon
everything. He looks at
the  story  of  the  rich
y o u n g  r u l e r ,  t h e
parable of the talents,
a n d  t h e  G r e a t
C o m m i s s i o n .  H i s
conclusion is sobering:
the call of Jesus is not a
call to a better version
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n
Dream;  it  is  a  call  to
d i e  t o  s e l f .  T h i s
includes  our  money,
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our  time,  our  plans,
and our very lives.

2. The
Dangerou
s Idea of
Safety
Platt  argues  that  the
obsession  with  safety
a n d  s e c u r i t y  i s  a
h a l l m a r k  o f  t h e
American Dream, but it
is  often antithetical  to
the  biblical  narrative.
He points to the early
church, to missionaries
who  have  given  their
l ives  in  dangerous
places,  and  to  the
countless  believers
around the world who
suffer for their faith. He
a s k s  a  p i e r c i n g
question: Are we living
as  though  we  have
more to live for in this
world than in the next?

For  many,  the answer
is a sobering yes.

3. The
Global
Purpose
of God
A  major  emphasis  of
the book is the global
purpose  of  God.  Platt
reminds  readers  that
the Gospel  is  not  just
for  our  neighborhood;
it is for the nations. He
challenges believers to
v i e w  t h e i r  l i v e s ,
resources,  and  talents
as tools for the spread
of the Gospel to every
unreached  people
group. By David Platt
Radical Taking Back
Your Faith From The
American Dream By
Multnom  pushes
readers to consider: Is
your life invested in a
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global  vision  for  the
glory  of  God,  or  is  it
consumed  with  the
smal l ,  temporary
concerns  of  your  own
life?

PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS:
TAKING BACK
YOUR FAITH

The book is not merely
a critique; it is a call to
action.  Platt  provides
severa l  p rac t i ca l
challenges  for  readers
who are serious about
"taking  back  their
faith."  These  are  not
merely  suggestions;
t h e y  a r e  r a d i c a l
reorientations of life.

The
Radical
Experime

nt
Perhaps the most well-
known  component  of
t h e  b o o k  i s  t h e
"Radical  Experiment."
P l a t t  c h a l l e n g e s
readers to commit to a
one-year  journey  of
faith  that  includes  five
key  components:

Pray for the
entire world:
Commit to
praying
specifically for
unreached
people groups
and the global
advance of the
Gospel.
Read through
the entire
Word of God:
Immerse yourself
in the full
counsel of
Scripture, not
just the
comfortable
parts.
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Sacrifice your
money for a
specific
purpose: Give
away a
significant
portion of your
income to
support missions
and the poor.
Spend your
time in another
context: Take a
short-term
mission trip or
engage in cross-
cultural ministry
in your own
community.
Commit your
life to a
multiplying
community:
Build
relationships that
are focused on
discipleship and
the spread of the
Gospel.

This  experiment  is
designed to break the
hold  of  the  American

Dream and align one's
life with the radical call
of the Kingdom.

Redefinin
g Success
Another  pract ica l
takeaway  is  the  need
to  redefine  success.  In
the  world,  success  is
measured  by  wealth,
s t a t u s ,  a n d
achievement.  In  the
K i n g d o m  o f  G o d ,
success  is  measured
b y  f a i t h f u l n e s s ,
humility,  and  service.
B y  D a v i d  P l a t t
Radical Taking Back
Your Faith From The
American Dream By
Multnom  encourages
believers to ask: What
does  it  profit  a  man  to
gain  the  whole  world
yet  forfeit  his  soul?
Platt argues that a life
spent  accumulating
treasures on earth is a
tragic waste of  a soul
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created for eternity.

Consume
rism in
the
Church
Platt also critiques the
consumerist  mindset
that  has  infiltrated  the
church. Many believers
approach  church  as  a
place  to  have  their
n e e d s  m e t ,  t h e i r
children  entertained,
and  their  preferences
catered to. This is a far
c r y  f r o m  t h e  N e w
Testament  church,
which  was  a  sacrificial,
missional  community.
The  book  challenges
readers  to  stop  being
consumers  and  start
being  contributors  to
the  mission  of  God.

CRITICISMS AND
CONTROVERSIES

No  book  with  such  a
sharp  message  i s
without  its  crit ics.
Some  have  accused
Platt  of  creat ing  a
works-based  theology,
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t
bel ievers  must  do
certain  things  to  earn
God's  favor.  Others
have pointed out  that
he underestimates the
complexity of  living in
a  modern  economy,
where  responsibilities
to  family  and  work
canno t  s imp ly  be
abandoned.

Balancing
Grace
and Cost
It is important to note
that  Platt  does  not
deny the grace of God.
H e  i s  c l e a r  t h a t
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salvation is a free gift,
not  earned  by  any
work.  However,  he
argues  that  true  faith
always  produces  fruit.
A  fa i th  tha t  cos ts
n o t h i n g  i s  w o r t h
nothing.  The  cost  of
discipleship is real, but
it  is  lived  out  in  the
power  o f  the  Ho ly
Spirit,  who  enables
believers  to  do  what
they cannot do on their
own.  By David  Platt
Radical Taking Back
Your Faith From The
American Dream By
Multnom  i s  no t  a
m a n u a l  f o r  s e l f -
sa lvat ion;  i t  i s  an
invitation  to  a  life  of
radical  obedience that
flows  from  a  heart
transformed  by  grace.

Applying

the
Principles
in
Context
It is also wise to apply
these  principles  with
wisdom. The book is a
prophetic  call,  but  it
must  be  lived  out  in
the  context  of  one's
specific  calling.  A
single  mother  with
three children may not
b e  c a l l e d  t o  s e l l
everything  and  move
t o  a  d a n g e r o u s
country.  However,  she
can  live  with  radical
g e n e r o s i t y  a n d
missional intentionality
right where she is. The
core message is about
heart  posture,  not  a
specific  checklist  for
everyone.
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LASTING IMPACT
ON THE CHURCH

Over a decade after its
initial  publication,  the
impact  of  By  David
Platt Radical Taking
Back  Your  Fa i th
From  The  American
Dream  By  Multnom
is still being felt. It has
sparked  countless
conversations, inspired
mission trips, led to the
f o u n d i n g  o f  n e w
ministries,  and  driven
many  believers  to  a
deeper,  more  serious
walk with Christ.

Renewed
Focus on
Global
Missions
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant  impacts  has
been a renewed focus

on  global  missions,
espec ia l ly  among
unreached  people
groups.  Platt's  work
w i th  Rad i ca l ,  t he
ministry that grew out
o f  t h e  b o o k ,  h a s
mobilized  resources
and personnel to some
of the most  spiritually
neglected  places  on
earth.  The  book  has
h e l p e d  s h i f t  t h e
conversation  from
"what  can God do for
me?" to "how can I be
part  of  what  God  is
doing in the world?"

Authentic
Communi
ty and
Disciples
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hip
The  book  has  a lso
sparked  a  movement
toward more authentic,
intentional community.
Sma l l  g roups  and
churches  have  used
the "Radical"  study to
c h a l l e n g e  t h e i r
members  to  move
beyond  superficial
Christianity. The call to
take  up  your  cross
daily  has  found  fresh
r e s o n a n c e  i n  a
generation  weary  of
shallow,  consumerist
faith.

CONCLUSION

In a cultural landscape
where  Christianity  is
often  diluted  into  a
comfortable  lifestyle
enhancer,  By  David
Platt Radical Taking
Back  Your  Fa i th
From  The  American
Dream  By  Multnom
stands as a clarion call

t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e
thrilling,  dangerous,
and  world-changing
faith of Jesus Christ. It
is a book that demands
a response. You cannot
read  it  and  remain
neutral.  It  will  either
comfort the afflicted or
afflict  the  comfortable,
and that is precisely its
strength.
The  core  message  is
simple  yet  profound:
the American Dream is
a  poor  substitute  for
the  Kingdom  of  God.
The call of Jesus is not
to a better life; it is to a
different life.  It  is  a life
marked  by  sacrifice,
g lobal  v is ion,  and
radical  obedience.  For
those  who  are  willing
to  hear  the  call  and
take  the  r i sk ,  the
reward  is  not  comfort
and  sa fety  in  th i s
w o r l d ,  b u t  t h e
unspeakable  joy  of
knowing  Christ  and
making  him  known.
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The  book  remains  a
timeless  challenge  to
every believer to take
back  their  faith  from

the  world  and  live  it
fully, dangerously, and
joyfully for the glory of
God.


