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INTRODUCTION:
WHY EVERY FAN
NEEDS A
BASEBALL
SCOREBOOK
CHEAT SHEET

There is  nothing quite
like  the  experience of
sitting in the bleachers
on  a  warm  summer
day,  the  crack  of  the
bat,  the  roar  of  the
crowd, and the smell of
ho t  dogs  d r i f t i ng
through  the  air.  For
m a n y  b a s e b a l l
enthusiasts,  keeping a
s c o r e b o o k  i s  a
cherished tradition that
d e e p e n s  t h e i r
connect ion  to  the

game.  However,  for
newcomers, the dense
g r i d  o f  n u m b e r s ,
abbreviations,  and
symbols can seem like
a  foreign  language.
T h i s  i s  w h e r e  a
baseball  scorebook
cheat sheet becomes
an  indispensable  tool.
Whether  you  are  a
parent  tracking  your
child’s  Little  League
game or a fan scoring
a  M a j o r  L e a g u e
contest, a cheat sheet
helps you record every
pitch, hit, and out with
confidence.  In  this
comprehensive  guide,
we  wil l  break  down
everything you need to
know about  scoring  a
baseball  game,  from

https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/


2

2 Baseball Scorebook Cheat Sheet 2026-01-23

essential  abbreviations
to advanced notations,
ensuring  that  your
scorebook  remains
accurate and enjoyable
to use.

UNDERSTANDING
THE BASICS OF
BASEBALL
SCORING

Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  a  baseball
scorebook cheat sheet,
i t  i s  impor tan t  to
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
fundamental  structure
o f  a  b a s e b a l l
s c o r e c a r d .  M o s t
scorecards are divided
into  two  halves  (top
and  bottom  of  each
inning),  with  rows  for
e a c h  b a t t e r  a n d
co lumns  fo r  each
inning.  The  goal  is  to
record every play in a
concise,  standardized
format.  A  cheat  sheet
condenses  a l l  the
common  symbols  and
abbreviations  into  one

e a s y - t o - r e f e r e n c e
resource,  allowing you
to focus on the game
r a t h e r  t h a n  o n
memorization.

The
Essential
Abbreviat
ions
Every  scorer  must
learn the shorthand for
players,  positions,  and
o u t c o m e s .  T h e
following abbreviations
appear  on  a lmost
every  scorecard  and
should  be  included  in
any baseball scorebook
cheat sheet:

P – Pitcher
C – Catcher
1B – First
Baseman
2B – Second
Baseman
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3B – Third
Baseman
SS – Shortstop
LF – Left Fielder
CF – Center
Fielder
RF – Right
Fielder
DH – Designated
Hitter

T h e s e  p o s i t i o n
abbreviat ions  are
combined  with  action
codes to record plays.
For  example,  “6-3”
indicates a ground ball
t o  t h e  s h o r t s t o p
(position 6) who throws
to  first  base  (position
3)  for  an  out.

The
Defensive
Numberin

g System
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
important  elements  of
any cheat sheet is the
defensive  numbering
system.  This  system
assigns  a  number  to
each position, which is
used  when  recording
putouts,  assists,  and
errors:

Pitcher (1)1.
Catcher (2)2.
First Baseman3.
(3)
Second Baseman4.
(4)
Third Baseman5.
(5)
Shortstop (6)6.
Left Fielder (7)7.
Center Fielder (8)8.
Right Fielder (9)9.

This  number ing  is
consistent  across  all
levels  of  baseball ,
making  it  a  universal
language for scorers. A
good  cheat  sheet  will
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h a v e  t h i s  l i s t
prominently displayed.

KEY SYMBOLS AND
NOTATIONS IN
YOUR SCOREBOOK

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
mastered the positions,
t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i s
learning how to record
the action. A baseball
scorebook  cheat
sheet should include a
k e y  f o r  t h e  m o s t
common hits, outs, and
special  situations.
Below are the symbols
you  w i l l  use  most
frequently.

Recordin
g Hits
Hi t s  a re  the  mos t
exciting  part  of  the
game  to  track.  Each
t y p e  o f  h i t  h a s  a
distinct abbreviation:

1B – Single (a
safe hit that

reaches first
base)
2B – Double (a
hit that allows
the batter to
reach second
base safely)
3B – Triple (a hit
that allows the
batter to reach
third base)
HR – Home Run
(the batter
circles all bases
and scores)

Some  scorers  use  a
line drawing to indicate
the  path  of  the  ball,
but  the  abbreviations
a r e  u n i v e r s a l l y
understood.  A  cheat
s h e e t  m i g h t  a l s o
include the symbol for
a  base  on  balls  (BB)
and  a  h i t  by  p i t ch
(HBP),  which  are  not
hits but still  important
for  tracking  on-base
percentage.
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Recordin
g Outs
Outs  are  recorded
using  the  defensive
n u m b e r s  a n d
abbreviations  for  the
type  of  out.  Common
examples include:

K – Strikeout (a
swinging
strikeout;
sometimes a
backward K for
looking)
F7 – Flyout to
left field
L6 – Lineout to
shortstop
G4-3 – Ground
ball to second
baseman, throw
to first for the
out
P3 – Pop-up
caught by the
first baseman

You r  chea t  shee t
shou ld  l i s t  t hese

common out notations
so  you  can  quickly
reference them during
a fast-paced inning.

Recordin
g Errors
and
Fielder's
Choice
Not every play is clean.
Errors  and  fielder’s
choices require specific
notations  to  maintain
accuracy.  An  error  is
recorded  with  an  E
f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e
position number of the
fielder  who  made  the
mis take  (e .g . ,  E6
means an error by the
shortstop).  A  fielder’s
choice is written as FC
and  describes  a  play
where  the  fielder
chooses  to  re t i re
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another runner instead
of  the  bat te r .  Fo r
example,  “FC  6-4”
means  the  shortstop
fielded  the  ball  and
threw to  second  base
to force out a runner,
allowing  the  batter  to
reach first safely.

HOW TO USE A
CHEAT SHEET
EFFECTIVELY

A cheat  sheet  is  only
valuable  if  you  can
access it quickly. Many
scorers  print  their
baseball  scorebook
cheat  sheet  on  a
small  card  that  fits
inside the scorebook or
l a m i n a t e  i t  t o
withstand weather and
spills.  Here  are  some
tips for maximizing its
usefulness:

Place it in a
visible spot:
Tape the cheat
sheet to the
inside cover of

your scorebook
or use a clip to
attach it to your
clipboard.
Practice before
the game: Go
through a few
sample innings
with a friend or
using a recorded
game to become
familiar with the
symbols.
Customize it:
Add your own
notes for
common plays in
your local
league, such as
the specific
numbering for
extra innings or
pitch count
tracking.
Update
regularly:
Baseball scoring
evolves, and new
stats like exit
velocity are
becoming
popular. Keep
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your cheat sheet
current.

COMMON
SCENARIOS AND
HOW TO SCORE
THEM

Real games are messy.
A good cheat sheet will
walk  you  through  the
m o s t  f r e q u e n t
situations  that  can
confuse  new  scorers.
Here are a few classic
examples:

Double
Play
A  double  play  is  two
outs  recorded  on  one
b a t t e d  b a l l .  T h e
notation usually shows
t h e  s e q u e n c e  o f
fielders. For example, a
6-4-3  double  p lay
means  the  shortstop
(6)  throws  to  second
base  (4)  for  the  first
out,  and  the  second

baseman  then  throws
to first base (3) for the
second  out.  In  your
scorebook,  you  would
write “6-4-3” and circle
the numbers or draw a
line  to  indicate  both
outs.

Sacrifice
Bunt
A  sacrifice  bunt
intentionally  advances
a  runner  whi le  the
batter is out. Mark it as
SAC  or  SH  (sacrifice
hit). For example, “SAC
5-3” means the batter
bunted  to  the  third
baseman, who threw to
first  to  get  the  batter
ou t ,  a l l ow ing  the
runner to advance. No
at-bat is charged for a
sacrifice.
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Stolen
Base
A  s t o l e n  b a s e  i s
recorded as SB next to
the  runner’s  line.  For
instance, if  the runner
on  first  steals  second,
you write “SB” in that
runner’s row during the
appropriate  at-bat.  If
the  catcher’s  throw
allows  the  runner  to
advance,  you  might
also  record  an  error
(E2).

ADVANCED
SCORING FOR
STAT
ENTHUSIASTS

For  those  who  want
detai led  statist ics
beyond  the  basic  box
score,  a  baseball
scorebook  cheat
sheet  can  include
advanced  metrics.
M a n y  m o d e r n
scorekeepers  track

pitch  count,  t imes
through the order, and
even  defensive  shifts.
Consider  adding  the
following to your cheat
sheet:

Pitch Count:
Record each ball
and strike in a
small grid next to
the batter’s
name.
Runs Batted In
(RBI): Next to a
hit that scores a
runner, write RBI
and the number
of runners driven
in.
Earned Runs
(ER): In the
pitcher’s section,
note which runs
are earned (due
to hits) versus
unearned (due to
errors).
Wins, Losses,
Saves: Use
standard MLB
criteria: W, L,
SV.
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I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  g o
f u r t h e r ,  i n c l u d e
indicators  for  wi ld
pitches  (WP),  passed
balls  (PB),  and  balks
(BK). These tiny details
can  transform  your
scorebook  into  a  rich
historical record.

CONCLUSION

Scoring  a  baseball
game  is  a  rewarding
skill  that  brings  you
closer to the sport you
love.  A  well-designed
baseball  scorebook
cheat  sheet  bridges
t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n
c o n f u s i o n  a n d

confidence,  allowing
you  to  enjoy  every
pitch  without  fear  of
m i s s i n g  a  p l a y .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
jotting down a routine
ground out or a game-
winning  home  run,
you r  chea t  shee t
ensures  that  your
scorebook  remains
accurate,  consistent,
and  a  p leasure  to
review years  later.  So
print out a card, grab a
pencil, and head to the
ballpark.  With  a  little
practice and this guide
in  hand,  you  will  be
scoring like a pro in no
time.


