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UNLOCKING YOUR STYLE: THE COMPLETE ANIMAL
CROSSING CITY FOLK HAIR COLOR GUIDE

One of the purest joys of returning to your rustic village in
Animal Crossing: City Folk is the freedom to express yourself.
While designing your home, catching rare fish, and paying off
Tom Nook’s ever-growing debts are core experiences, nothing
quite completes your look like the perfect hairstyle and color. For
many players, the quest for the ideal shade is a rite of passage.
Whether you want to blend in with the natural tones of your town
or stand out like a vibrant tropical flower, mastering the hair color
system is essential. This comprehensive Animal Crossing City
Folk hair color guide will walk you through every step, from
unlocking the salon to choosing the shade that best fits your
personality.

GETTING STARTED: WHERE TO CHANGE YOUR HAIR IN
CITY FOLK

Before you can begin experimenting with a new look, you need to
find the right location. Unlike some later entries in the series,
Animal Crossing: City Folk requires you to take a trip to the

big city. Your hair makeover happens at Shampoodle, the stylish
salon run by the wonderfully eccentric poodle, Harriet.

How to Unlock Shampoodle

You won't have access to hair color changes on your first day in
town. Harriet is a bit of a perfectionist and needs to see that you
are a dedicated customer before she offers her full palette. Here
is how to unlock the salon’s full potential:

* Visit the City: First, you need to have unlocked the city
area by progressing through the early game. This happens
after you have paid off your initial moving fees and Tom
Nook upgrades his shop.

e Initial Visit: Your first visit to Shampoodle will only allow
you to change your hairstyle. Harriet has six base hairstyles
to choose from (three for boys, three for girls).

e Build Familiarity: To unlock hair color options, you must
get your hair styled by Harriet at least once. After that
initial cut, she will trust you enough to move on to the next
phase.

* The Dyeing Process: On your second visit to
Shampoodle, Harriet will introduce the option to change
your hair color. From this point forward, each time you visit,
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you can choose a new color from her growing palette.

UNDERSTANDING THE HAIR COLOR SYSTEM

The hair color system in Animal Crossing City Folk is not
random. It follows a specific unlocking path. The more you visit
Shampoodle and get your hair done, the more colors become
available to you. This progression encourages players to
experiment and regularly visit the city.

It is important to note that changing your hair color costs 3,000
Bells. This fee is the same regardless of whether you are just
changing the color or changing both the style and the color.
Always make sure you have enough bells in your pockets before
sitting in Harriet’s chair.

The Full List of Hair Colors

There are a total of eight distinct hair colors available in the
game. They are unlocked in a specific order based on the number
of times you have visited Shampoodle. Below is the exact
progression you can expect:

1. Default (Your natural shade): This is the color you start
with. It varies slightly depending on the face and style you
choose at the very beginning of the game.

2. Brown: Unlocked on your second visit. A classic, neutral
brown that looks natural on almost any villager.

3. Black: Unlocked on your third visit. A deep, rich black that
offers a sleek and elegant appearance.

4. Blonde: Unlocked on your fourth visit. A bright, sunny
blonde that stands out beautifully against the green grass.

5. Orange: Unlocked on your fifth visit. A vivid, warm orange
that is quite bold and playful.

6. Pink: Unlocked on your sixth visit. A soft, pastel pink that is
highly popular among players for its cute and whimsical
look.

7. Green: Unlocked on your seventh visit. A bright, almost
lime green that makes a strong statement.

8. Blue: Unlocked on your eighth visit. The final and most
sought-after color. A cool, vibrant blue that is often
considered the ultimate prize for dedicated players.

HOW TO CHOOSE THE PERFECT HAIR COLOR

Selecting a hair color is a deeply personal decision in Animal
Crossing: City Folk. Your choice defines how your character is
perceived by the villagers and, more importantly, how you feel
while playing. Here is a breakdown of how to choose the right
shade for your town life.

Complementing Your
Town’s Season

Think about the current season in your game. Warmer colors like
orange and pink look fantastic in the spring and summer,
matching the blooming flowers and sunny skies. Cooler tones like
blue and black are stunning in the winter, contrasting beautifully

2 Animal Crossing City Folk Hair Color Guide

2026-02-24



Animal Crossing City Folk Hair Color Guide 3

with the white snow. Brown and blonde are versatile year-round
options.

Matching Your Outfits

Do you spend hours designing custom patterns? Your hair color
should complement your wardrobe. If you love wearing bright red
or yellow shirts, a neutral brown or black hair color might balance
the look. If you wear a lot of pastels, pink hair is a perfect match.
If you lean toward edgy, dark clothing, blue or green hair can add
that extra flair.

Considering Your Eye
Shape

While you cannot change your eye color in Animal Crossing
City Folk, your eye shape and face choice can influence how a
hair color looks. Some players feel that rounder, cuter faces look
best with pastel or bright colors, while more stoic expressions
pair well with natural tones. This is purely subjective, but it is a
fun way to approach your decision.

The Personality Factor

Are you a lazy villager at heart? A jock? A snooty fashionista? Let
your character’s imagined personality guide your choice. A peppy
character might love pink, while a cranky character might prefer

a serious black or brown. The Animal Crossing City Folk hair
color guide is here to remind you that there are no wrong
answers, only personal style.

TIPS AND TRICKS FOR THE PERFECT DYE JOB

Changing your hair color is simple, but there are a few nuances
that can enhance your experience. Paying attention to these
details will save you bells and ensure you always look your best.

Saving Before You Dye

A common practice among experienced players is to save your
game immediately before entering Shampoodle. If you sit in the
chair and Harriet shows you a color that you do not like, you can
reset the game without saving. When you reload, you can try
again. While the color wheel is fixed, this trick prevents you from
wasting 3,000 Bells on a shade you dislike if you accidentally hit
the wrong button.

Hair Color and Hats

Remember that wearing a hat or a helmet (like the diving helmet
or a king's crown) will completely cover your hair. This is an
important consideration if you spend a lot of time in the city or at
the island. If you love your new blue hair but are always wearing
a hat, you might not get to enjoy it. Plan your accessories
accordingly.



The Cost of Frequent
Changes

While 3,000 Bells might not seem like much late in the game, it
can be a significant expense for new players. If you are early in
your journey and saving up for a bridge or a house expansion,
resist the urge to change your color every week. Stick with a
color you love for a longer period to save your hard-earned bells.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT HAIR COLOR IN CITY
FOLK

Even with a thorough Animal Crossing City Folk hair color
guide, players often have lingering questions. Here are answers
to the most frequent inquiries.

Can | Change My Hair Color
Back?

Yes! Once you have unlocked a color, it is permanently available
to you. If you dye your hair blue and later decide you miss your
brown hair, simply visit Harriet again, choose the brown option,
and pay the fee. You can switch between any unlocked colors
freely.

Does Hair Color Affect
Villager Interactions?

No. Villagers in Animal Crossing: City Folk do not react to your
hair color. They never comment on it or treat you differently
based on your appearance. This is pure cosmetic customization
for your own enjoyment. Some players appreciate this because it
allows for total freedom without social pressure from the Al.

Is There a Way to Unlock All
Colors Faster?

The only way to unlock all colors is to visit Shampoodle multiple
times. However, you do not need to wait a full day between visits.
You can change your hair color every time you enter the city on
the same day. You can theoretically unlock all eight colors in one
sitting if you are willing to spend 3,000 Bells per change (totaling
21,000 Bells for all seven changes past the default).

Does My Hair Color Affect

4 Animal Crossing City Folk Hair Color Guide

2026-02-24



Animal Crossing City Folk Hair Color Guide 5

the Game Ending or
Credits?

No. The game does not have a traditional ending, and the credits
are purely cosmetic. Your hair color has no influence on story
events, town evaluations, or special visitors like Gracie or Katrina.

WHY HAIR CUSTOMIZATION MATTERS IN CITY FOLK

Hair color is more than just a cosmetic feature in Animal
Crossing: City Folk. It is a tool for immersion and self-
expression. The simple act of changing your hair color can make
the game feel fresh and new. After spending dozens of hours in
the same town, seeing a different shade in the mirror when you
look at your character can revitalize your desire to play.

The slow unlocking process builds anticipation. You work for that
blue hair. You earn it. It becomes a status symbol that shows you
are a frequent visitor to the city and a loyal customer of Harriet.
This gamification of beauty is a subtle but powerful part of the
game's design.

EXPLORING OTHER CUSTOMIZATION OPTIONS

While hair color is a major part of your look, do not forget about
other ways to customize your character in City Folk.

Face and Eye Shape

At the beginning of the game, you choose from several face and
eye shapes. Unfortunately, you cannot change these later
without starting a new save file. This makes the initial choice very
important. If you are unhappy with your face, you might be
tempted to reset, but many players learn to love their unique
look.

Clothing and Accessories

The Able Sisters shop offers a wide range of clothing. You can
also use the "Design" feature to create custom patterns and wear
them as shirts, dresses, or hats. Combining a custom outfit with
your chosen hair color is the ultimate expression of personal
style.

Umbrellas and Accessories

Carrying an umbrella or wearing glasses adds another layer to
your character's appearance. A cool pair of shades can make
your blue hair look even more striking. A cute umbrella can
complement your pastel pink hair perfectly.

TROUBLESHOOTING: WHY CAN’'T | CHANGE MY HAIR
COLOR?

Sometimes players run into issues. If you are stuck and cannot
change your hair color, check the following:



Have you visited the city? You must have access to the building.
city area first.
Have you gotten a haircut before? You need at least FINAL THOUGHTS ON YOUR HAIR JOURNEY
one haircut before color becomes an option.

Do you have enough bells? You need 3,000 Bells in your
pocket. Check your wallet before sitting down.

Is Harriet present? Shampoodle is always open when you
visit the city, but make sure you are entering the correct

Your hair color in Animal Crossing: City Folk is a reflection of
your journey. It tells a story of your visits to the city, your
willingness to experiment, and your personal taste. Whether you
stick with the natural brown, go wild with the vibrant
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