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DRAGON BALL GT EPISODE GUIDE: A COMPLETE JOURNEY THROUGH THE FINAL
CHAPTER

When  Dragon  Ball  GT  first  aired  in  1996,  it  divided  fans  like  no  other  series  in  the  franchise.
Created as a non-canonical sequel to Dragon Ball Z, this 64-episode saga took Goku and friends on
a cosmic adventure that remains both beloved and controversial. Whether you are revisiting the
series or watching for the first time, a reliable Dragon Ball GT episode guide helps you navigate
the Black Star Dragon Balls, the parasitic Baby, and the terrifying Shadow Dragons. This guide
provides a complete breakdown of every saga, highlights essential episodes, and offers context for
one of anime's most debated sequels.

UNDERSTANDING DRAGON BALL GT AND ITS PLACE IN THE FRANCHISE

Dragon Ball GT (Grand Tour) was produced by Toei Animation as an original story, without direct
input from creator Akira Toriyama beyond character designs. The series picks up several years after
the end of Dragon Ball Z, with Goku transformed back into a child by the Black Star Dragon Balls.
This premise set the stage for a spacefaring adventure that felt markedly different from the Earth-
bound conflicts  of  Dragon Ball  and  the  planet-spanning  battles  of  Dragon Ball  Z.  The  complete
Dragon Ball GT episode guide spans 64 episodes, divided into four major story arcs: the Black
Star Dragon Balls Saga, the Baby Saga, the Super 17 Saga, and the Shadow Dragon Saga. Each arc
brings  distinct  challenges,  new  transformations,  and  a  farewell  to  the  series  that  defined  a
generation.

THE BLACK STAR DRAGON BALLS SAGA: EPISODES 1–16

Setting the Stage for a Cosmic Quest
The series opens with Goku, now a child after an accidental wish by Pilaf, leaving Earth alongside his
granddaughter Pan and the young Trunks to retrieve the Black Star Dragon Balls scattered across
the galaxy. This opening arc establishes the lighter tone reminiscent of the original Dragon Ball,
but with modern animation and stakes. Key episodes in this section of the Dragon Ball GT episode
guide include:

Episode 1: A Devastating Wish – Pilaf accidentally summons Shenron and wishes Goku
back to childhood, setting the entire series in motion.

Episode 2: The Hunt Begins – The team discovers that the Black Star Dragon Balls will
destroy Earth if not collected within a year, raising the stakes enormously.
Episode 7: The Lost Planet – The crew lands on a mysterious planet where they encounter
the parasitic alien known as Baby for the first time, though his true nature remains hidden.
Episode 15: Return to Earth – The team finally returns home, but the Black Star Dragon
Balls remain scattered, and the countdown to Earth's destruction continues.

This arc introduces the concept of space travel as a central mechanic, something the franchise had
touched on but never fully explored. The Dragon Ball GT episode guide shows that these early
episodes  are  essential  for  world-building,  introducing new alien  races  and environments  while
offering comedic relief between more intense battles.

THE BABY SAGA: EPISODES 17–40

The Rise of a Parasitic Threat
The Baby Saga is widely considered the strongest portion of Dragon Ball GT. Baby, a surviving
member of the Tuffle race, seeks revenge against the Saiyans by taking over Earth through parasitic
possession. This saga marks the first major tonal shift, moving from lighthearted adventure to dark,
psychological horror. Important episodes in this section of the Dragon Ball GT episode guide
include:

Episode 18: The Parasite Strikes – Baby begins infecting Earth's inhabitants, turning
friends into enemies.
Episode 24: Goku vs. Baby Vegeta – Baby takes over Vegeta's body, creating the saga's
primary antagonist and a deeply personal conflict for Goku.
Episode 35: The Birth of Super Saiyan 4 – Goku achieves the legendary Super Saiyan 4
form for the first time, a moment that remains iconic in franchise history.
Episode 40: Baby's Final Stand – Goku, in Super Saiyan 4, finally defeats Baby on the
planet Plant, ending the Tuffle threat.

This arc also introduces the concept of  the Golden Great Ape,  a necessary transformation for
achieving Super  Saiyan 4.  The Dragon Ball  GT episode guide  dedicates  significant  attention  to
these episodes because they represent the series at its creative peak, combining emotional stakes
with inventive fight choreography.
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THE SUPER 17 SAGA: EPISODES 41–47

A Short but Intense Detour
Following Baby's defeat, the Super 17 Saga is a condensed arc that bridges the Baby Saga and the
final  Shadow  Dragon  Saga.  Dr.  Gero  and  Dr.  Myuu  from  the  afterlife  collaborate  to  create  the
ultimate android, Super 17, who is capable of absorbing energy attacks. Key episodes in this section
of the Dragon Ball GT episode guide include:

Episode 41: The Return of the Androids – Hell's barrier is broken, releasing past villains
including Cell, Frieza, and the original Androids 17 and 18.
Episode 44: Super 17 Unleashed – The fused android proves nearly invincible, absorbing
energy attacks and turning them against the Z-Fighters.
Episode 47: The Fall of Super 17 – Goku and Android 18 work together to exploit Super
17's weakness, bringing the android threat to an end.

Though short, this arc is notable for bringing back classic villains and exploring the concept of hell
within the Dragon Ball universe. The Dragon Ball GT episode guide treats this as a transitional
phase, setting up the emotional weight of the final saga.

THE SHADOW DRAGON SAGA: EPISODES 48–64

The Consequences of Dragon Ball Abuse
The final and most acclaimed saga of Dragon Ball GT deals with the consequences of overusing the
Dragon Balls. The Shadow Dragons are born from the negative energy accumulated over decades of
wishes, each representing a different sin or misuse. This arc is widely praised for its thematic depth
and emotional resolution. Essential episodes in this section of the Dragon Ball GT episode guide
include:

Episode 48: The Birth of the Shadow Dragons – The Black Star Dragon Balls are finally
gathered, but instead of a wish, they unleash seven powerful dragons.
Episode 52: The Two-Star Dragon – Goku faces the shadow dragon of greed, a creature
that embodies the worst aspects of wish-making.
Episode 57: The Seven-Star Dragon – The shadow dragon of overindulgence poses a
unique threat, forcing Goku to fight himself.
Episode 60: The One-Star Dragon – Syn Shenron, the leader of the Shadow Dragons,
reveals his true form and nearly kills Goku.
Episode 64: Goodbye, Goku – The series finale, in which Goku merges with the Dragon Balls
and disappears, leaving a bittersweet farewell to fans.

The Dragon Ball GT episode guide emphasizes that the Shadow Dragon Saga is the series' most

thematically rich content, exploring ideas of consequence, sacrifice, and the true cost of power. The
final battle between Super Saiyan 4 Gogeta and Omega Shenron remains a highlight for many fans.

KEY TRANSFORMATIONS AND TECHNIQUES IN DRAGON BALL GT

Beyond the Dragon Ball GT episode guide, understanding the series' transformations adds depth
to the viewing experience.  Super  Saiyan 4 is  the most  significant  new form, combining the primal
power of the Great Ape with the control of Super Saiyan. Unlike Super Saiyan God forms introduced
later in Dragon Ball Super, Super Saiyan 4 retains a distinctly Saiyan aesthetic, complete with red
fur and a tail.  The Dragon Ball GT episode guide  tracks this transformation across multiple
episodes, from its first appearance in the Baby Saga to its final use against the Shadow Dragons.

NOTABLE CHARACTERS INTRODUCED IN DRAGON BALL GT

While many characters from previous series return, Dragon Ball GT introduces several memorable
additions. The Dragon Ball GT episode guide highlights these key new faces:

Pan – Goku's granddaughter serves as the primary female lead, bringing youthful energy and
determination to the space adventure.
Trunks (Kid) – A younger version of Future Trunks, this iteration provides comic relief
alongside genuine heroic moments.
Baby – The parasitic Tuffle embodies the resentment of a conquered race, making him one of
the franchise's most tragic villains.
Nuova Shenron – The four-star shadow dragon is notable for his sense of honor, a rare trait
among the dragons.
Omega Shenron – The final antagonist, formed from the fusion of all seven Shadow Dragons,
represents the ultimate consequence of Dragon Ball abuse.

PRODUCTION HISTORY AND RECEPTION

The Dragon Ball  GT episode guide  is  incomplete  without  understanding the  context  of  its
production. Aired from 1996 to 1997, GT was created without Toriyama's direct involvement, leading
to  a  different  narrative  tone.  The  series  initially  struggled  with  low  ratings  in  Japan,  particularly
during the Black Star  Dragon Balls  Saga.  However,  international  audiences,  especially  in  Latin
America and the United States, embraced GT more warmly. The series' soundtrack, composed by
Akihito Tokunaga, is often praised for its atmospheric quality, contributing to the show's unique
identity.
Modern re-evaluations of Dragon Ball GT have been kinder than initial reactions. Many fans now
appreciate the series for its willingness to take risks, such as aging the characters and introducing
permanent  consequences.  The  Dragon  Ball  GT  episode  guide  serves  as  a  roadmap  for
newcomers who want to experience this divisive but important chapter in the franchise's history.
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HOW TO WATCH DRAGON BALL GT TODAY

For viewers seeking to follow the Dragon Ball GT episode guide,  the series is available on
multiple platforms. Funimation produced an English dub that aired on Cartoon Network's Toonami
block,  while  Crunchyroll  and  Hulu  offer  subtitled  versions  for  purists.  The  series  has  also  been
released on DVD and Blu-ray in complete box sets, often including the 1996 TV special A Hero's
Legacy,  which takes place 100 years after GT's events. When watching, consider the following
viewing tips:

Watch episodes in order using the Dragon Ball GT episode guide for proper narrative flow.

Pay attention to the filler episodes, as they often contain character development that
enhances the main arcs.
Note the shift in tone between sagas, from the adventure-focused Black Star Dragon Balls to
the horror-infused Baby Saga.
Rewatch key episodes like the Super Saiyan 4 transformation (Episode 35) and the series
finale (Episode 64) for maximum emotional impact.

LEGACY AND INFLUENCE

Though Dragon Ball  GT  was  eventually  succeeded by Dragon Ball  Super  in  2015,  its  influence
persists. The design of Super Saiyan 4 influenced later characters and forms in fan works


